
         January 30, 2017 

Dear Members of the Asheville School Community:

 Phyllis and I have decided to retire from Asheville School on June 30, 2019.  The year 2019 will mark our seventeenth at Asheville 
School, our twenty-sixth in school leadership, our thirty-fifth in education, our fortieth in marriage (!), and our sixty-seventh on this bless-
ed earth.  All these numbers seem large in retrospect but have felt lived in the blink of an eye.  “Tempus” does indeed “fugit,” which informs 
our personal decision to “carpe diem,” simply because the days left to us will escape like water through our fingers if we are not mindful.  
There is so much to tend to, places to go, tasks to accomplish, and experiences to enjoy, that we are unsure where to begin.

 Of course, the place and time to begin is here and now, and we expect that our concluding two years at Asheville School will be as 
personally satisfying as the last fifteen.  The strategic planning process, supported by a capital campaign and a variety of planned capital im-
provements, will keep us engaged and occupied.  The school is full of vibrant young people in the careful, loving hands of an accomplished 
faculty and staff.  By our decision to announce to you our intentions well in advance, Asheville School will have ample time to organize, 
reflect upon, and administer a thorough search for the right people to serve Asheville School’s mission, faculty, and students.

 Our main purpose in writing to you beyond sharing our plans is to express our profound gratitude for the opportunity to serve 
Asheville School, its mission and its people.  Our lives have been immeasurably enriched by our exposure to the traditions and lived reality 
of a purposefully small school dedicated to the proposition that young people flourish in an environment where they are held to high 
standards, known, and loved.  We have striven enthusiastically to be trustworthy custodians of the precious school we inherited, and in that 
striving, we have been privileged to participate joyfully in a unique community.  We thank you for that.

 It is with the humbling recognition of the truth that Asheville School has flourished for one hundred and seventeen years and will 
flourish long into the future that we gratefully prepare to depart and to welcome a new chapter to the school’s storied history.

         Sincerely, 
  

         Archibald R. Montgomery IV Phyllis Montgomery
         Head of School   Events Manager
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