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1,000 Alumni Strong for Asheville School

500 Current Donors

 When was the last time you saw your name on an Honor Roll?

 

Make a gift to the Cody Annual Fund and add your name to the Honor 

Roll. Will you help us reach 1,000 alumni donors?  Every dollar and every 

donor make a difference in the day-to-day operations of the school. Your 

gifts provide for fi nancial aid, campus improvements, teaching software, 

library books, and more.

Join us in support of the Cody Annual Fund today!

 

ashevilleschool.org/makeagift
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Spring 2013From the
Head of School

Dear Friends of Asheville School:
 
 we know better than to crow too loudly when we are graced with good fortune, but it is difficult not to celebrate a little.  
Our admissions pool is very strong, and the admissions open houses have been well attended.  As you receive this edition of 
Achievement, the odds are that we will already be full of talented students for the 2013-2014 academic year.  The front end 
of the Asheville School pipeline is plentiful.

 Serendipitously, we are also reveling at the back end of our pipeline.  The Class of 2013 has earned spots in some of our 
nation’s most selective institutions.  As I write this letter, most members of the Class have not yet made college decisions, but members 
of the Class of 2013 who have already decided are admitted to Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Davidson, UNC-Chapel Hill, Bowdoin, Bates, 
Sewanee, and a host of other fine institutions.  The students, not Asheville School, deserve credit for admittance into college, but it is 
fun to bask in their reflected success.  I am hoping that by the time you read this at least one of our two Morehead-Cain finalists will 
have been chosen for that wonderful honor.

 Our students, the ones in the middle of Asheville School’s pipeline, have flourished this year.  I am particularly proud of the 
girls’ varsity tennis team that remains undefeated on the recently refurbished Baxter Taylor Tennis Center Courts.  In addition, the 
boys’ cross country team came only a few seconds away from winning the state championship.  Both the boys’ and the girls’ 
swimming teams set a series of new Asheville School records and competed well at the state meet.

 The pause at the end of this busy school year will see Asheville School using an E. E. Ford Foundation grant to 
conduct on our campus the first Project Connect.  This two-day workshop is designed to promote the values of interdisciplinary 
learning.  Public and Independent Schools from across the country will trade ideas and learn about the best practices of other schools.  
Asheville School’s own interdisciplinary humanities program is the impetus behind Project Connect.

 Even with this brief pause to think and reflect about best teaching practices, there will not be much of a lull on campus this 
summer.  The first floor of Mitchell Hall will be gutted all the way to the joists and studs for a complete renovation of the school 
science facilities.  The Science Department is delighted with the idea of having facilities that will complement our rigorous 
curriculum, motivated students, and excellent teachers.

 Please enjoy this edition of Achievement.  It reflects the energy and success that are the markers of life at Asheville School.  
We are living in a vibrant, dynamic, and healthy school community.  Thank you for your interest and support.

  Sincerely,

  Archibald R. Montgomery IV
  Head of School
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By Bob Williams
Editor

Ask science teacher Laura Lawrence what 
excites her most about the robust wire-
less system that’s now available in every 
building at Asheville School and it doesn’t 
take her long to pull out one of her newest 
teaching tools—her iPad.

In physics class, Lawrence says exercises 
that once took 45 minutes of precious class 
time are often condensed into 10 minutes 
of homework time, thanks to her iPad, a $2 
app, and a quick post to YouTube and her 
Wordpress blog site. Her students now rely 
on these succinct 4-to 10-minute video 
clips as explanations of the material, which 
allows Lawrence to have the luxury of 
spending class time engaging her students 
in valuable research and exploration.

“Now when they walk into class we 
instantly start a lab,” Lawrence says.  “It’s 
great to watch them work together in 
groups to solve problems. When you can 
get the content delivered electronically, you 
can do everything you wish you had time 
for in class.”

Lawrence likes having the flexibility of 
using YouTube, Google Docs, Wordpress 
pages, and iPad apps when teaching — 
something she knows many schools are 
unequipped to handle.

“My class is now this nice community 
where the kids are stepping up and teach-
ing other students,” she explains. And 
in some cases, the students are sharing 
YouTube videos about the subject they are 
learning with the entire class.

“The wireless is so great in class now be-
cause you can use it anywhere,” Lawrence 
says. “As long as technology is used respon-
sibly, it can really enhance the classroom 
experience.”

Varghese Alexander, Director of Academic 
Technology at Asheville School, was one 
of the few teachers familiar with using 
SMARTBoards when he started teaching 
mathematics six years ago. Since that time, 

more than 50 percent of our classrooms 
have been equipped with SMARTBoards.

“Within two years, we’re hopeful all teach-
ers will have a laptop – which means the 
same computer they have in the classroom 
can now go home with them,” Alexander 
says. 

For those teachers now using iPads, 
SMARTBoards, and laptops, several are 
starting to use AppleTV units to connect 
their MacBook Pro laptops wirelessly to 
their SMARTBoards. “To walk into a class-
room and see our teachers using wireless 

projectors, tablets and SMARTBoards is 
pretty cutting edge for a school our size,” 
Alexander says. “It really goes back to the 
idea of us meeting the students where they 
are. This is the YouTube generation, and 
our students are accustomed to watching 
video clips. When teachers are able to cre-
ate video clips as assignments, it makes us 
more effective presenters.”

Thanks to grant money from organiza-
tions like the Stonecutter Foundation, 
Asheville School has had the ability to em-
power teachers with the latest technology. 
James Cowan 1963, CEO at Stonecutter 

Taking Classroom Technology to the Next Level

Mathematics teacher Larry Kollath is one of many Asheville School teachers now 
equipped with a SMARTBoard in the classroom. Today, several faculty members are 
using AppleTV devices in the classroom to connect their iPads to their projector wirelessly. 
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Mills Corporation, certainly understands 
the importance of supporting technology 
at his alma mater.

“At Stonecutter, we know that different ac-
tivities inspire different children,” Cowan 
says. “Some are turned on by sports, some 
by performing arts or literature. We think 
technology is critically important to our 
future, and we are happy to help Asheville 
School generate interest in math and sci-
ence. If we can inspire even one student to 
be the next Steve Jobs, Bill Gates or Larry 
Ellison, then we will all be better for it. 
Stonecutter thinks of it as an investment in 
potential ingenuity.”

In the summer of 2011, the school’s tech-
nology department installed new wireless 
units that classroom teachers are benefit-

ing from today, says Charles Long, Tech-
nology Coordinator at Asheville School.

“We did a year’s worth of research before 
we committed to purchasing these wireless 
units,” Long says. “Our units are built for 
multimedia, when a lot of systems are not. 
These are commercial grade controller-
based wireless units – not to be confused 
with a wireless hot spot.”

In 2011, the school purchased 31 Ruckus 
wireless units, creating a robust wireless 
system that now covers all of the primary 
buildings on campus.
 
“I always say that security and convenience 
don’t usually appear in the same context, 
but Ruckus is predicated on those two 
things,” Long says. “Our system allows us 

Varghese Alexander is the Director of 
Academic Technology at Asheville School. 
Alexander was one of the first teachers to 
start using SMARTBoards at Asheville 
School.

Asheville School Technology Coordinator Charles Long holds up one of 31 Ruckus wireless units he has installed across campus. The 
units were installed in 2011 and support multimedia wireless. As the demand for tablets in the classroom continues to rise, Long 
expects the school to increase the number of these wireless units across campus. 
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to set up a student with a secure wireless 
connection in less than a minute, which is 
extremely efficient and helpful when you 
are registering 275 students. Every student 
has a unique 63-character password that 
can be set up within seconds, and no other 
wireless network is capable of that. It 
also allowed us to set up separate wire-
less networks for the faculty, trustees, and 
guests with the option to add additional 
networks on the fly.”

Pam Reid, a veteran mathematics teacher, 
has embraced the idea of having more 
technology in her classroom. She now 
uses an iPad mini and an Apple TV in her 
classroom. Teachers are using new apps 
and software to provide video critiques to 
their colleagues, and some teachers are be-
ginning to partner with classrooms across 
the globe to share dialogue via Skype.

“The combination of digitized instruc-
tion is going to increase the face time we 
have with students even more,” Alexander 
says. “We’re migrating to an integrated 
system and now need to make it unified to 
all faculty members so that it’s easier for 
students and parents to use.”

Physics teacher Karen Cianciulli was a bit 
skeptical when Alexander asked her to try 
using an iPad and an Apple TV device; 
however, she says it has become a useful 
tool in the classroom.

“It allows me to do things I could not do 
before,” Cianciulli says. “I can take pic-
tures of a student’s work and immediately 
project it on the board and write on the 
photos using my iPad. It’s nice to control 
everything wirelessly without having to be 
on the computer in class.”

While the new technology has its benefits, 
Cianciulli isn’t about to give up pencil and 
paper. 

“I like the idea of our students having ac-
cess to textbooks as e-Books, but they will 
still need to solve problems with a pencil 
and paper.”

While teachers remain the only ones 
equipped with iPads at the moment, Alex-
ander expects iPads to soon replace many 
textbooks for students.

“What the laptop did for a number of our 
teachers, tablets will do as well,” Alexander 
says. “The fact that you can have the entire 
textbook and a document camera all in 
one slab of metal is really beneficial to our 
teachers.”

The next step for Asheville School is to cre-
ate a more integrated system that will 
be used by students, teachers and parents, 
Alexander says.
 
But supporting an entire school with 
iPads would require a greater investment 
in wireless, says Long, which is something 
school administrators are still debating. 
“If we decide to support 200 students with 

iPads, we’ll need to purchase an additional 
two units for each building at a cost of 
$75,000,” Long says. 

For Lawrence, she’s simply grateful to work 
at a century-old boarding school that rec-
ognizes the benefit of new technology.

“My physics kids are doing more with their 
blog entries only because they have more 
access to technology,” Lawrence says. “The 
thing I like most is that the students com-
ment on each other’s blog posts so that 
students aren’t just turning work in for me 
to see, but their peers are also their audi-
ence and teachers. These digital collections 
are really impressive and end up being a 
nice electronic portfolio of their work.”

Laura Lawrence helps out fifth former Otto Putzrath, who is busy building a mousetrap 
car in physics class. Lawrence says her classes are able to work on more group projects 
during lab time now that she has the ability to use her iPad when assigning homework. 
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Introducing the new App for Asheville School
From Staff Reports

When Charles Long and Bob Williams fi rst 
started working on web and video proj-
ects far back in 2004, they never dreamed 
they’d one day fi nd themselves making an 
Asheville School app for the iPad and the 
iPhone. In fact, the Apple devices hadn’t 
even been invented yet.

“I think it was only about 
a year after the original 
iPhone came out that we 
looked at each other and 
said, you know, Asheville 
School needs an app,” 
Williams recalls. “And 
at fi rst, I think we both 
doubted we’d have the 
opportunity to build the 
app ourselves.”

Today, Williams and 
Long pride themselves 
on having built one of 
the most comprehen-
sive apps designed for 
a school or university. 
The app, which is sup-
ported on Apple devices 
running iOS 5 and iOS 
6, features the school’s 
campus virtual tour, 
which was the original 
idea for the app. But it 
only took one trip to 
Apple’s World Wide 
Developers Conference 
to inspire the two to set 
their sights higher than 
the virtual tour.

“We really wanted to capture the full 
experience. We wanted parents, prospec-
tive families, and our own students to 
have a reason to install this app on their 
own devices,” explains Williams, Director 
of Communications at Asheville School. 
“The virtual tour was nice for prospective 
students, but we wanted this app to be 
used by a lot of people, and we designed it 
so that everyone who has a connection to 
Asheville School will want to use it.”

The trip to Apple’s WWDC allowed both 
Long and Williams to meet one-on-one 
with Apple professionals and helped them 
tackle some of the more ambitious sec-
tions of the app. 

“When you have a chance to talk to de-
velopers who were responsible for writing 

some of the code that runs Mac OSX and 
Safari, you tend to set your sights a little 
higher,” Long, Technology Coordinator at 
Asheville School, adds. “The conference 
really inspired us to go above and be-
yond. Bob and I are already discussing the 
updates we’ll release next and the Android 
version.”

As the app opens, a slideshow of more 
than 25 full-color images cycles through, 
and users are able to swipe instantly 
through news articles from the school’s 

main website. A YouTube video player, 
podcast player, and photo gallery al-
lows users to share all of the school’s web 
content on their own personal Facebook 
and Twitter accounts, while also providing 
users with an easy option to email or text a 
photo or video link to friends and family.

“We were really excited when we’d show 
the app to someone and they’d just intui-
tively know how to use it without much 
explanation,” continues Long. “I’ve worked 
on a lot of big projects, but this is defi -
nitely the most involved project I’ve ever 
completed.”

Not only does the app have an extensive 
multimedia section, it also allows the user 
to read school publications with the fl ip of 
a fi nger or download the publications to 



10   Achievement  •  Spring 2013

iBooks, view 360-degree views of campus 
with the touch of a fi nger, and access the 
school’s calendar with ease in a format ap-
propriate for both small and large screens.

The app was built so that photos and 
videos that already exist on the Asheville 
School website are immediately accessible 
from the iPad and iPhone app. 

Long and Williams wrote the app entirely 
in Apple’s native Objective C language, and 
doing so gave them the fl exibility to design 
the app to utilize many of Apple’s key 
design features.

“It feels like we’ve altered this app about a 
thousand times since we originally started 
the project, but it’s been well worth the ex-
tra time and attention,” Williams recounts. 
“When we originally decided to create an 
app for the school, there weren’t any com-
panies creating school apps. Now there are 
a handful, but even thos e companies are 
taking short cuts and aren’t able to offer 
the type of app we’ve produced.”

At press time, the app was awaiting ap-
proval by Apple. For information on how 
to download the app, visit www.ashe-
villeschool.org/app.

Technology Coordinator Charles Long and Communications Direc-
tor Bob Williams are pictured in front of the Moscone Center in San 
Francisco. The two attended Apple’s annual World Wide Developers 
Conference in the summer of 2012, where they learned from the pros.
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Both the iPhone and iPad version allow users to view 360-degree campus panoramas with the 
swipe of a fi nger – which sets Asheville School’s app apart from other school apps.

Admission, Alumni publications and School publications such as the student-produced 
Ashnoca are all available to read from within the app and in iBooks.
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Roy Kim ’12 Rises to New Levels of Stardom 
Following Superstar K4 Championship 

By Sheila Steelman

Associate Director of Communications 

Korea’s hit TV show Superstar K4 was 
the catalyst for Roy Kim’s continuously 
growing success and stardom. Since being 
crowned champion in November of 2012, 
Kim has become a pop icon.

When it was time for Roy Kim ‘12 to 
meet the final challenge on 
Superstar K4, the Korean 
equivalent of American 
Idol, he looked back to his 
days at Asheville School. 
After the three judges asked 
him to perform an original 
song, Kim recalled a song 
he’d written during his time 
at Asheville School when he 
was writing and recording 
songs in Anderson Hall and 
hosting his own Internet 
music channel on YouTube.

“I wrote this song while 
studying abroad,” Kim told 
the judges. “I wrote it on 
the spot to comfort my 
friend who had just broken 
up with his girlfriend then.”

His performance of LeeS-
sang’s “Whose Life is This 
For” and his original song 
“Passing By” were awarded 
282 points: enough to claim 
the $500,000 prize, which 
included money for profes-
sional music production, 
a Nissan Cube, and the 
opportunity to perform at 
the 2012 Mnet Asian Music 
Awards. 

After winning Superstar 
K4, Kim immediately had 
a multitude of new oppor-
tunities at his fingertips. He 
has modeled for clothing 
companies, magazines and 
video games, and he has 

been the focus of many Korean pop web-
site speculation articles. He is also a radio 
DJ and has filmed several commercials. 

“The weirdest things happen every day for 
me. I’ve met so many people I’ve always 
wanted to meet,” said Kim. “Life really can 
change so fast.” 

Asheville School’s community was excited 
to hear the news of Kim’s winning perfor-

mances, especially since nearly 2 million 
people auditioned for the show. The 
students and faculty knew he was rising to 
stardom as they watched the view count on 
Asheville School’s YouTube videos of Kim 
skyrocket; his senior chapel talk, a gradu-
ation requirement at Asheville School, 
has over 160,000 views. Most of Asheville 
School’s YouTube videos that feature Kim 
now have over 15,000 views.

This amount of viewership 
is becoming the norm for 
Kim. He performed his 
original song “Passing By” 
again at The Mnet Asian 
Music Awards on Novem-
ber 30, 2012, in Hong Kong. 
The show was broadcast 
in 85 countries around 
the globe. Kim credits this 
experience with helping 
him build his confidence on 
stage.  
 
“It was an honor for me to 
be on stage with so many 
respected artists,” said Kim. 
“I went on stage not to 
impress anybody, but just 
to let the world know about 
the presence of a kid who 
loves to sing.” 
 
Kim plans to donate his 
prize money from Superstar 
K4 to Korean Animal Abuse 
Prevention. He has always 
felt strongly about the 
prevention of animal abuse, 
and feels that it is his duty 
to aid this cause as much as 
he is able. 

“To prevent animal abuse, 
I am willing to donate 
financially, as well as vol-
unteer for numerous other 
projects,” said Kim. 

Director of Residential Life 
and Humanities teacher 

Since graduating from Asheville School, alumnus Roy Kim 2012 has 
become a pop icon in Korea after being crowned champion of Superstar 
K4, the Korean equivalent of American Idol.
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Burt Gordon ’86, Kim’s former faculty ad-
visor, helped create a congratulatory video 
from all Asheville School students to send 
to Kim following his Superstar K4 victory.   
 
“Roy is determined, ambitious, and goal 
oriented,” Gordon said. “I am so happy for 
Roy; I love seeing him pursue his dream to 
sing and record music. It is so nice to see 
students who work so hard enjoy success. 
He gave so much of himself to Asheville 
School, and he found his passion!”

Kim will be in Hollywood, CA, in April for 
a show and hopes to visit Asheville while 
in the States. Even though he’s juggling a 
very busy schedule with many different 
projects, Kim is the most excited about one 
thing: his upcoming debut album. 
 
“I’m focusing on finishing the album and 
shooting for the release in April,” said Kim. 
“I’m praying that my musical ambition 
will be shown to the public.” 
 
No matter the location of the stage, what 
language he’s singing in, or how many 
people are in the crowd, Kim conveys his 
passion for music and connects with the 
audience in every performance.

Roy Kim ‘12 performs a cover song by 
Mumford and Sons in front of his class-
mates during Orientation Week’s annual
Shindig with the Blues. 

“I went on stage not to impress anybody, but just to let the world 
know about the presence of a kid who loves to sing.” 

Kim performs in the school play How to Succeed in Business Without Even Trying.
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An Inspirational Journey from Tibetan 
Yak Herder to World History Teacher

By Sheila Steelman

Associate Director of Communications

When she was a child, around the age 
of 6, Chime Dolma’s alarm clock was 
the sunrise. Daybreak meant it was 
time for her and her twin sister to 
wake up and fetch the water for the 
day in Tibet.

“In Tibet, they believe mystical things. 
Women are not supposed to give birth 
in their home. My mother died shortly 
after giving birth to my sister and 
me because she didn’t have access to 
healthcare,” Dolma says.

After her mother’s passing, her father 
became a monk. Dolma and her sister 
were raised by their aunt, and helped 
her take care of her animals. 

“We lived a nomadic lifestyle, and 
didn’t have clocks or electricity. We 
were yak herders,” Dolma recalls. 

In the monastery, her father’s teacher 
was labeled a separatist and a terror-
ist by the Chinese government for 
trying to start a Tibetan school to 
preserve Tibetan culture. By associa-
tion, Dolma’s father was also deemed 
a political activist and he fled to the 
United States in 2000. 

A year later, Dolma and her sister, 
along with 30 other children, fled 
Tibet and escaped to India. 

“It took nearly two and a half months 
to cross. We had to walk around the 
Himalayas, and we barely had enough 
to eat. The hardest part was not know-
ing if we would survive to see the next 

day, knowing we could die from frost-
bite or starvation. There were times 
that I just could not walk anymore,” 
Dolma recalls. 

They didn’t have enough to eat, and 
had to go a few days at a time without 
eating. Some of the children made this 
trek barefooted because they didn’t 
own shoes.  

“The reason I share this with others 
is not for any kind of recognition, but 
because I want people to know that 
for thousands of teenagers, education 
and the opportunities you have are 
not things other people are born with; 
others have to earn it. Often times we 
forget how many millions of people 
around the world would risk their lives 
for these opportunities and an educa-
tion,” Dolma says. “The 30 kids are a 
perfect example of this because they 
were willing to die for the chance to get 
an education. It’s a sad but true fact.”

Once they arrived in India, Dolma and 
her sister attended a boarding school 
for refugees and orphans that had 
been created by the Dalai Lama. Even 
though the school was severely under-
resourced, Dolma is very grateful for 
her time in India. 

“I experienced freedom of speech and 
freedom of expression,” she says. “I 
held a pencil for the first time in India 
in 2001. It was there where I learned 
to read and write Tibetan for the first 
time, and I learned basic math.”

Dolma and her sister spent two and a 
half years in India. During that time, 
they were able to talk to their father 
only once, and lost touch with their 
aunt.

“My aunt was living on a mountain in 
Tibet,” Dolma says. “They don’t have 
phones or a post office. Even if I could 
get a letter to her, she wouldn’t be able 
to read it.” 

In 2003, Dolma and her sister were 
able to come to the United States to 
join their father. They were placed in 
the eighth grade based on their age in a 
school that did not have an English as 
a Second Language (ESL) program. 

“I felt lost and confused,” Dolma says. 
“I spent days staring at a clock from 
the time I got to school until the time 
I went home. I was just waiting to get 
to another place, like a zombie. Every-
thing was so different.” 

In 2004, New York City built schools 
specifically for recent immigrants. Dol-
ma and her sister attended the school 
in Brooklyn. They were both very 
shy and quiet at first, almost afraid to 
speak their own language because they 
still felt so intimidated. 

“Once we realized everyone was like 
us, we started coming out of our shells. 
While we were all learning English, it 
was hysterical. We mostly communi-
cated through body language for the 
first year,” she recalls. 

Dolma learned English, and began 
realizing her unquenchable thirst for 
education. Her father didn’t know how 
to help her, so she relied heavily on her 
dedicated teachers to help her go to 
college.  

“The teachers were amazing and they 
brought the best out in us,” she says. 
“When I opened my heart to my teach-
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ers, they opened their world to me and 
shared all the opportunities that were 
out there. They volunteered to take 
me to visit schools. In some ways, I 
didn’t have a choice other than to go to 
college; I risked my life for something 
called ‘education.’ I put my complete 
and full faith in my teachers.”

Dolma double majored in political 
science and Chinese at Middlebury 
College in Vermont. She participated 
in an immersion program for students 
taking Chinese, and was the recipient 
of the Kathryn Davis Fellowship for 
Peace and the Gates Millennium schol-
arship (funded by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation). 

“I spent four years of high school 
learning how to communicate with 
people, but not how to write an amaz-

ing paper. I could have been easily 
discouraged,” Dolma says. “I opened 
my heart to my professors, and I told 
them if they would help me, I would 
work hard. The problems that remain 
in our lives are things that we don’t 
face. I took a ton of intensive writing 
courses because I was not good at it, 
and I wanted to improve. I was able to 
enjoy college life while working to my 
full potential.”

As her college graduation approached 
in 2012, Dolma reviewed her resumé 
and noted that she had been peer 
tutoring since high school, and taught 
Chinese to elementary school students 
while in college. 

“Education was something that I was 
always passionate about. Whatever I 
have learned at this point is all because 

of my teachers,” she says. “For me, 
when I was in India, teaching seemed 
very noble; it’s something I’ve always 
respected and liked. When I looked at 
my resumé, teaching was something I 
had been doing and loving for years.”

She submitted her resumé to a faculty 
recruitment company, and almost 
immediately had 15 interviews in one 
day in Boston. She was in the midst of 
taking midterm exams at Middlebury. 
Her sister, who is studying at Warren 
Wilson College right outside of Ashe-
ville, convinced her to consider schools 
in the South. 

“Arch Montgomery and Jay Bonner 
interviewed me, and I just felt kind-
ness and compassion and I thought 
Asheville School would be a good place 
for me,” Dolma says. “The people here 
are kind; it’s a unique place, and the 
weather is nice.” 

Dolma currently teaches World His-
tory and Chinese classes at Asheville 
School. She also helps with the sewing 
service group and mountaineering, 
and is a hall parent on campus.

Her journey is certainly an inspira-
tional one, and she offers this advice to 
others dealing with difficult situations: 

“I honestly believe that humans are 
naturally adaptable and anyone can 
adapt. If we are comfortable, we don’t 
adapt very well; when you have no 
choice, you do it naturally,” Dolma 
says. “Open your heart and share your 
difficulties with others. You can be 
from completely different worlds, but 
we all share similar emotions, and we 
all need emotional support. If you do 
that, you will survive anywhere. That 
has been the case with my own life.”
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Hurricane Katrina brought Muller 
and her family to Asheville School

By Sheila Steelman

Associate Director of Communications 

Asheville School senior Patricia Muller, 
Asheville, NC, gave a moving chapel 
talk about her family’s displacement 
after Hurricane Katrina. The hurricane 
destroyed their Gulf coast home in 
2005, and they evacuated and tempo-
rarily relocated in Asheville. 

During that time, the Mullers visited 
Asheville School’s campus. “When we 
got on campus, the car became silent. 
It was just so beautiful. Why would 
we want to be anywhere else?” said 
Muller. Her older sister Kathryn 2011 
attended Asheville School, and Patricia 
recalls envisioning herself as a student 
on campus when she came to pick her 
sister up.

Patricia is an integral part of the com-
munity, and has been involved with 
many aspects of the school as a mem-
ber of the varsity volleyball, basketball 
and lacrosse teams; she has partici-
pated in Student Activities Committee, 
Politically Active Students, and Hoste 
Society; she serves as a Prefect, and has 
hosted a talent show and Girls’ Sports 
Day pep rally. Patricia is also a day 
student, which she enjoys because her 
friends are concentrated in one place, 
but she also gets to go home to her 
family, dog, and bed. 

Patricia’s teachers also help her enjoy 
and thrive in her classes. 

“Even though I hate math, calculus 
with Mr. Kollath is my favorite class. 
He makes it so fun,” Patricia said. “I 

had Ms. Connors for English. She 
balances being really inspirational, 
making us want to be better writers, 
and teaching us to try things beyond 
the obvious. She taught us how to be 
powerful in our writing and dive into 
literature and poetry. She fostered 
growth within each of us.” 

While she feels prepared to go on to 
college, Patricia admits that she is 
having a difficult time accepting that 
she actually has to leave Asheville. 
She anticipates a great college experi-
ence (either at Colorado College or 
UNC Chapel Hill), but will miss many 
aspects of Asheville School’s tight-knit 
community.

“I will miss the faculty, and walking 
down the halls and knowing every-
one. I’ll miss the traditions; feeling 
like you’re involved in the community 
and a sense of place is really prevalent 
here,” Patricia said. 

Patricia credits her teachers and 
classmates for making her time here 
a valuable and memorable journey. 
She already recognizes how Asheville 
School has helped her develop as a 
person.  

“I’ve been challenged to figure out 
what I stand for and what I believe 
in. It’s all about self-discovery,” Patri-
cia said. “If you are in the process of 
discovering yourself and the picture 
seems incomplete, you can still be con-
fident. If you find one thing that you’re 
good at, other students encourage you 
to capitalize on it.”

With Patricia’s level of community 
involvement at Asheville School, her 
advice to prospective students is what 
she has lived by during her high school 
career. “New students should dive in. 
Don’t look back or forward, just take 
in everything there is. There is so much 
you’ll discover about the school if you 
are invested. Try to get the most out of 
your time here by being involved and 
exploring every aspect of the school,” 
said Patricia. 

From Patricia’s Chapel Talk:
“One Sunday morning while we were 
staying in my aunt’s empty downtown 
apartment, I called my parents into the 
living room and I laid down the biggest 
world map that I could find. My mom, 
dad, sister, and I sat around the map. 
My dad said to us, “Well, girls, where 
do you wanna live?” Two hours elapsed 
as my sister and I took turns pointing 
to different cities, to different countries, 
to different continents. Each time we 
imagined what it would be like to live in 
that place… 

At this point in our lives, we often think 
that we need to figure out our future. 
Maybe we think we already have. We are 
often told that we should start planning 
ahead and start training ourselves for 
the chaos that is life that awaits us. Yet, 
if there is some piece of wisdom that has 
been instilled in me from my time amid 
rugged mountains, it is this: we don’t 
have to figure anything out right now…
This moment in our timeline is a blank 
page on which to draw whatever we 
want: without margins, without bound-
aries, without requirements. We don’t 
have to decide what we want to do with 
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our lives. We merely have to decide how 
we will approach the next chapter of our 
lives.  

On that distant Sunday afternoon, in 
my aunt’s Asheville apartment, we could 

have chosen anywhere. My finger could 
have slipped to point to the most obscure 
country, and we could have moved there. 
It didn’t matter what location we chose; 
what mattered is how we got there – 
and that we planned to make the trek 

together. So, it doesn’t matter where we 
are headed; all that matters is that we 
start walking.”



18   Achievement  •  Spring 2013

By Amos Johnson 1959

Asheville School may be the best edu-
cation you will get; certainly it will be 
the best preparation for the education 
you will get.

Graduating from The Asheville School 
for Boys (which dates me), I moved 
on to Duke University, where I was 
placed in an advanced mathematics 
class.  Unfortunately, I had to take the 
class on women’s campus; that scared 
the hell out of me, because the Duke 
Duchesses have to be so smart to 
get in.  After the first hour exam, the 
professor had put on the board how 
many Fs, how many Ds, how many Cs, 
Bs and As. There was a screen pulled 
down to cover the top of the board, 
and when he let it up, it said “ONE 
100 – A. Johnson”.  Thank you, Wil-
bert Peck.  From that point on all of 
the girls wanted to study with me.  As 
it was, I did three years of pre-med, 
dropped out for two years in the 
Army’s 82nd Airborne and returned 
to Duke for two years in Mechanical 
Engineering.  I finished all courses for 
a degree but for graduation was short 
a few Quality Points.  At that time I 
had started my own business and was 
wearing the first of my three hats.

While I was still in college, I started 
racing sports cars in the Sports Car 
Club of America, and as a self-taught 
mechanic, I was working on other 
racers’ cars also.  I spent two years 
working for Bensen Aircraft, a sport 
gyrocopter manufacturer, until my 
own business required my full-time 

The Three Hats of Amos 
(Neill) Johnson 1959

attention.  In 1970 I turned profes-
sional, racing in both NASCAR and 
International Motor Sports Associa-
tion (IMSA).  From then until 1992, I 
raced in over 400 races and won 40 of 
them.  My company, Team Highball 
Inc., built, raced and sold racecars 
and racing parts for twenty-five years.  
We won two championships and the 
racing took us to Belgium, Canada, 
England, Germany and Japan.  Over 
the years we had sponsorships from 
Levi Strauss, American Motors, Mazda 
and Oldsmobile.  I am proud to say I 
won my class at the Daytona 24-Hour 
race four consecutive times (’85 – ’88).  
And, yes, you can Google us and find 
us on YouTube! 
 
When the sponsorship dried up during 
the first Gulf War, I closed the shop 
and was hired by the racing sanction-
ing body, IMSA, as Technical Director 
and Competition Director, where I 
wrote the regulations and enforced 
them.  After two years I took the same 
position with the North American 
Touring Car Championship (NATCC).  
Both of these offices were located in 
Tampa, FL, where I put on the second 
hat.
    
Tampa Bay is a beautiful area on the 
Gulf of Mexico; spell that B-O-A-T.   
Once there, everyone wants a boat, 
and to be safe on the water, you should 
take a Boating Skills and Seamanship 
class from the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  
My wife, Bunny, and I did, and liked 
the class so much that we joined the 
Auxiliary.  Soon we were teaching 
some of the classes and even doing 
Safety Patrols on Tampa Bay.  After 

9/11 we were helping the Coast Guard 
with Security Patrols.  I became a 
Flotilla Commander for a couple of 
years and then Division Commander 
for the whole Bay area. I am a Quali-
fication Examiner and teach a special 
class in Team Coordination, not only 
to the Auxiliary but also to the Coast 
Guardsmen.  I am happy to say that I 
was the cadets’ Navigation Instructor 
on the square-sail, training ship Barque 
Eagle  for six weeks in the summer of 
2006, and in 2010 my Division won 
the Commandant’s Award as the best 
in the Southeast.  So far, I have spent 
17 years wearing that hat, and I found 
that I am never too old to learn.

The third hat is my FEMA hat; I just 
got it three years ago.  For Hurricane 
Katrina the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency of the Department 
of Homeland Security found that the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary was a good 
source of manpower to respond to 
disasters.  Since my wife and I were 
already involved with the Auxiliary, 
it was a natural path for us to follow.  
The application process and training 
took most of the first two years and 
now we are deployable as Disaster 
Reservists.  We have responded to the 
tornados in Alabama, the floods in 
the Northeast last year and the latest, 
working for two months at a FEMA 
Helpline phone center because Hur-
ricane Sandy has devastated the North-
east coastline.  We are very comfortable 
in this hat and nothing feels better 
than being able to help those people in 
need.
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By Tom Marberger 1969
Contributing Writer

“We interrupt this program...” Although 
those words were used to break into vari-
ous radio programs on Sunday afternoon, 
December 7, 1941, they might just as well 
have been announced at an Asheville 
School meal. With the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, Asheville School’s program and 
the lives of many of the school family were 
interrupted, altered, or otherwise disar-
ranged. Many of those enrolled at Ashe-
ville School during World War II joined 
the armed forces after graduation; others 
heeded their country’s call before they 
graduated and entered the services. In to-
tal, more than 500 Asheville School alumni 
served in the military during the Second 
World War. Twenty-four gave what Lincoln 
called “the last full measure of devotion.”

On August 23, 1939, Asheville School 
members of the classes of 1940, ’41, ’42, 
’43, ’44, and ’45 were enjoying the last 
lazy days of summer before heading off to 
Asheville for the start of their school year. 
It is hard to know how many, if any, of 
those students were aware that Germany 
and Russia had signed a non-aggression 
pact in Moscow that day, but we do know 
the consequences of that meeting. On 
September 1, 1939, as trains and auto-
mobiles carrying carefree teenagers made 
their way to Asheville School, a much older 
and larger group of men with much more 
menacing intentions made its way across 
Germany for the blitzkrieg that crushed 
Poland and began World War II. 

As students tossed footballs on the lawns 
and cries of “Great to see you, Jeff” (Cuddy 
’40), “Hi, Mr. Brooks,” and “How are 
you doing, Ben” (Shambaugh ’40) rang 
out across the Asheville School campus, 

clicking jackboots and shouts of “Sieg 
Heil” echoed through the streets of Berlin. 
Whether it was destiny or not, those glee-
ful schoolboys who were having happy 
reunions with faculty and friends on open-
ing day would have their lives interrupted 
and find themselves drawn into the mael-
strom of war Germany began that day.

Across the ocean, on September 1, 1939, 
a future Asheville School student, Ste-
phen Jarislowsky ’42 was in the south of 
France with his parents when Germany 
invaded Poland. Shortly thereafter, his 
family moved to Paris where for the next 
few months they endured the “plane-less” 
air raid warnings that characterized the 
“phony-war.” On June 3, 1940, the air raid 
alarms sounded once more, but as Steve 
recalls, “Like the farmers who grew tired of 
the shepherd who cried ‘wolf,’ the people 
continued about their business.” Over 
400 planes dropped their bombs that day, 

We Interrupt This Program…

Students in the Radio Club room in Mitchell Hall were the first to report the news of Pearl Harbor to the school.
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causing massive destruction, killing over 
1000 people, and wounding many more. 
The “phony war” had ended.  “On June 10 
the Jarislowskys left Paris on the very last 
train to leave the city before Germany’s 
invasion.” Steve managed to stay ahead of 
the Nazis by moving from town to town. 
He was in Lourdes when the armistice was 
signed. From there he went to Marseilles, 
boarded a ship, and went to Guadalupe. 
Steve enrolled at Asheville School on 
March 31, 1941(The Ashnoca April 9, 1941, 
pages 1 and 4).

As the air war between the RAF and Luft-
waffe known as the Battle of Britain neared 
its climax, the impact of the war in Europe 
on the school was noticeable in the fall 
of 1940. David Ketchum ’42 remembers 
that “many of the Midwestern students 
were isolationists, while those from the 
Northeast tended to be more intervention-
ist” (letter from David Ketchum to Tom 
Marberger). According to Jim Coke ’44, 
most of the faculty was isolationist before 
Pearl Harbor (letter from Bill Coke ’50 to 
Tom Marberger). The October 2 Ashnoca 
noted in page four headlines that the “War 
Curtails Changes Planned for Campus.” 
The article reported that in the spring of 
1940 “many improvements on the school 
campus were being planned… The student 
body was to enjoy a new dining hall, a new 
infirmary, a new swimming pool [and] 
various other improvements.”

Because of the war, the dining hall received 
some shoring up, the school made-do 
with the infirmary, and some work on the 
pool’s heating and filtering system moved 
ahead (The Ashnoca October 2, 1940, page 
4). The movie that Saturday night was Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois. In his cinema column of 
October 9, Steve Bryant ’41 wrote, “Lin-
coln’s seriousness would be a fine thing 
for many of America’s youth to affect and 
adopt into their characters for the present 
world situation demands more of this and 
less of the ‘rah-rah’ attitude toward life” 
(The Ashnoca October 9, 1940, page 2). In 
that same paper, in his column “Thru the 
Keyhole,” Ben Branscomb ’41, observed 
that the danger of an invasion of England 
was “less imminent than a few weeks ago.” 
Germany never invaded, and after Pearl 
Harbor, America’s youth would respond 
exactly as Bryant had hoped.
 

In June of 1941, Germany invaded Russia. 
Coming as it did on the heels of the col-
lapse of France and the evacuation of the 
British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk, 
the possibility of a thousand-year Reich 
seemed all too real. Nevertheless, the fall 
semester at Asheville School moved along 
in typical fashion. The Blues opened the 
football season with a 44-0 victory over 
Robbinsville High, the Camera Club 
expected to get new equipment, and school 
steward, Mr. York, noted that consumption 
of Asheville School’s popular breakfast 
of shredded wheat was down. To be sure, 
the war did intrude, even into Sunday 
sermons, as The Reverend Grier Davis of 
Asheville challenged Walter Lippmann’s 
view of right and wrong and pondered 
whether Japan or Hitler could be blamed 
for what they were doing (The Ashnoca 
October 1, 1941, page 1). Still, through 

Stephen Jarislowsky 1942

Service Flag 451 in Mitchell Hall in 1942.
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Saturday, December 6, 1941, the school 
year felt much like any other, or at least 
much like the previous two war years. The 
next day, the day of infamy, changed all of 
that.

Pearl Harbor was a transformative event 
in this country’s history and in the history 
of the 20th century. Any American older 
than a toddler at the time likely remem-
bers where he was and what he was doing 
when he learned the news about the 
bombing. Though he didn’t necessarily 
understand the significance at the mo-
ment, Ted Tapping ’41 remembers being 
in the shower when someone opened the 
door and shouted the news (Ted Tapping 
letter to Tom Marberger). Baseball captain 
Bill Hypes ’42 remembers that as was often 
his custom on a Sunday afternoon, he was 
playing bridge with Registrar and Head 
of the Latin Department Harry Jane-
way and classmates Dick Steketee, track 
captain, and Ed Chappell, football captain.  
Their bridge game was interrupted when 
classmate Andy Gent, who had been in 
the school’s Radio Shack, heard the news 
of Pearl Harbor and set out to inform the 
school community. 

Roger Conant ’42 was in Mitchell doing 
a chemistry lab when students down the 
hall in the Radio Club room heard the 
news and told him. David Ketchum ’42 
writes that he was with a group of upper 
classmen who were in the senior common 
room, “idling and smoking on a lazy Sun-
day afternoon” when the news came over 
the radio. Later generations of students 
will recall having to smoke on the Law-
rence porch or in the Senior Bowl, but in 
David’s day, the common room “simulated 
a gentleman’s club, although somewhat 
shabby from the treatment it got from 
exuberant teenagers.” Ketchum admits that 
many of the students had no idea where 
Pearl Harbor was (Ketchum letter to Tom 
Marberger). Taylor Hardwick ’43 recalls 
that the students gathered in the auditori-
um for FDR’s “Day of Infamy” speech and 
went away pondering “the sneakiness of 
the attack … its evil intent totally devoid 
of honor, caused the immediate reaction of 
hatred for the people who were responsible 
for such an attack” (Taylor Hardwick letter 
to Tom Marberger).

Lamar Ager ’40 was serving in the Navy 
and stationed at Norfolk, Virginia, on De-
cember 7. He “was standing guard duty on 
Sunday morning when it was announced 
that Pearl Harbor had been bombed by the 
Japanese. Some of us believed we were in 
service for a year, but any such beliefs van-
ished with that announcement” (Lamar 
Ager’s memoir, AS Archives). The United 
States was now at war. This was good news 
to Winston Churchill, who believed this 
assured the defeat of Nazi Germany, and 
so he felt “the greatest joy and went to bed 

and slept the sleep of the saved and thank-
ful” (from Churchill’s history The Second 
World War). Churchill was right, of course, 
but it would take the collective blood, toil, 
sweat, and tears of millions of men and 
women to achieve that victory.

On March 2, 1942, a record 16 inches 
of snow fell on Asheville. By April, the 
weather warmed and Asheville School 
students were winning and losing games 
and matches, going to their classes and 
studying for tests, and watching movies 
on Saturday nights (Caught in the Draft 
and Meet John Doe). That spring brought a 
new wrinkle – sugar rationing for all boys 
18 or older. Instead of heading to town or 
relaxing around campus, most of the older 
boys spent their first May whole holiday 
making the trek to Sand Hill High School 
to register. 

According to the May 9, 1942 Ashnoca, 
“The two Ellises had quite a day of it. Billy 
lost his rationing card on the way back to 
school and spent most of the day looking 
for it, but to no avail. Wilbur completely 
forgot to go, so on Thursday [instead of 
track practice] … he ran the three miles to 
Sand Hill to get his card.  Billy will have to 
file an appeal to get another card.” School 
wide, the sugar bowls would be filled for 
breakfast and whatever remained would 
be left on the tables for tea at lunch. There 
would be no sugar on the tables at the 
evening meal. As Taylor Hardwick said it, 
“The reality of World War II was an ever-
present specter” (Hardwick letter to Tom 
Marberger).

As May faded into June and commence-
ment time neared, Larry Lipscomb 
prepared his valedictory remarks, Jack 
Darrow worked on his Ivy Oration, and 
class President Bill Heedy polished his 
salutatory address. On June 3, 1942, these 
three young men and their classmates 
had to be feeling a broad range of emo-
tions: excitement, anticipation, nostalgia, 
happiness, relief, and perhaps most of all, 
a feeling of uncertainly about what would 
come after graduation. However, on June 
3rd in the Pacific, Asheville School alumnus 
B. Randolph Cooner ’33 must have experi-
enced an entirely different set of emotions 
as he found himself right smack in the 
middle of the great naval air and sea battle 
at Midway Island.

For the first six months after Pearl Harbor, 
the war did not go well for the United 
States and its Allies. German U-boats were 
active along the east coast of the United 
States, Rommel was on the move in Africa, 
and the Germans were still on the offensive 
in Russia. Things were no better in the 
Pacific. The Japanese invaded the Dutch 
East Indies, FDR ordered MacArthur to 
leave the Philippines, and a Japanese sub-
marine had fired a shell on Santa Barbara, 
California. The one bright spot for the U.S. 
was Doolittle’s raid on Tokyo. So it was in 
June of 1942 that the Japanese Navy hoped 
to lure the United States Navy (especially 
its aircraft carriers) into battle at Midway 
Island and deliver a crippling blow that 
would render the United States impotent 
in the Pacific theatre.

Historians can debate whether Midway 
was the biggest battle or the turning point 
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in the war, but it was most certainly a 
decisive and crucial victory for the United 
States, not only in terms of the course of 
the war, but also in terms of morale. It was 
a much-needed victory for the troops and 
the people back home. The battle itself is a 
tale of intrigue, bravery and heroism, poor 
decisions, and luck, both good and bad. 
The Japanese did not know we had broken 
their code and so we knew their strength 
and positions. The Japanese underestimat-
ed our strength and positioned their fleet 
accordingly. The Japanese were indecisive 
about whether to launch bomb attacks or 
torpedo attacks, and that cost them dearly. 
Planes from both countries flew off course 
and ran out of fuel, crashing into the sea 
without reaching targets. Cloud cover 
helped mask both navies, but a break in 
the clouds was Providential for the United 
States and helped American pilots locate 
the main Japanese carrier force which they 
ultimately destroyed.
 
In the midst of battle, as seniors at Ashe-
ville School made final preparations for 
their commencement exercises, Bunyan 
Randolph Cooner ’33 “embarked from 
the U.S.S. Yorktown … and took part in 
dive-bombing attacks against Japanese 
naval forces in the Battle of Midway. 
Disregarding the extreme danger from 
intense anti-aircraft fire and enemy fighter 
opposition, he, vigorously and with heroic 
determination, pressed home his attacks 
against the Japanese invasion fleet, thereby 
contributing in great measure to the glori-
ous and decisive victory of our forces. His 
outstanding courage and determined skill 
were at all times inspiring and in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval service. He gallantly gave 

his life for his country” (from the offi-
cial citation for the Navy Cross, awarded 
posthumously). Ironically enough, Cooner 
survived the battle of Midway only to die 
in a plane accident some ten days later at 
Pearl Harbor on June 16, 1942.
 
On June 6, 1942, as the Battle of Midway 
drew to a close, Lipscomb, Darrow, and 
Heedy all gave their speeches and along 
with the rest of the class received their 
diplomas. Today’s students sometimes take 
a gap year before heading off to college. 
Some programs involve work and some 
involve study; gap years often involve 
travel. Most of the class of 1942 took a 
“gap year” as well, and though involving 

travel, their gap year was of a much differ-
ent nature – most of the class of ’42 served 
in the armed forces or other programs that 
directly aided the war effort.
 
All schools, but especially boarding 
schools, generate their own legends and 
lore, traditions and customs. It is part of 
the charm of these stories that they are 
accompanied by a combination of fact and 
fiction as they are passed on first to next 
classes and eventually to next generations.  
Quite often these traditions provide more 
enjoyment in the re-telling and remember-
ing than experiencing them in reality ever 
did.  Such may be the case with Shredded 
Wheat and Applesauce at Asheville School. 
It is a combination that at first blush does 
not necessarily whet the appetite. David 
Ketchum ’42 recalls that “at breakfast, 
shredded wheat and applesauce was a con-
stant, evidently a long-established tradi-
tion. I hated shredded wheat, but options 
were plentiful, always including a hot dish.”
 
The origins of this legendary custom are 
elusive, but according to Amid Rugged 
Mountains, record holders for eating the 
most biscuits with applesauce at one sit-
ting are A. Z. Foster Wood, Jr. ’48 in first 
place with 26 biscuits in 1947, and Albert 

Shredded wheat and applesauce was a traditional breakfast at Asheville School in the 1940’s.

Students contribute to the war stamp drive. 



24   Achievement  •  Spring 2013

N. Darlington ’18 with 22 biscuits. This 
staple that dates back to at least 1918 was 
interrupted during the war. Bob Pollard 
’44 entered Asheville School in the fall of 
1942. He writes, “One of the changes the 
war brought was the loss of the tradi-
tional Asheville School breakfast, shred-
ded wheat and applesauce. That breakfast 
doesn’t sound so appealing, but I thought 
it was really delicious. It would have taken 
most of each day’s war-time ration of 
canned goods for the school just to get the 
applesauce. So shredded wheat and apple-
sauce became a lost part of the tradition at 
Asheville School….”
 
According to Bill Dodge ’46, the shred-
ded wheat continued, but without the 
applesauce. The myth of this dish is only 
enhanced by Taylor Hardwick’s contradic-
tory account.  Hardwick recalls that “the 
daily menu of shredded wheat and apple-
sauce remained unchanged …” (Hardwick 
letter to Tom Marberger). Whatever the 
true wartime fate of that breakfast fare, the 
tradition must have been back in full force 
very soon after the war if Foster Wood 
was to set the new record in 1947. By the 
1960’s, this daily regimen had become a 
two or three times a month breakfast of-
fering. Today, we see it on Christ School 
and alumni weekends only, but the re-
telling and remembering have kept it part 
of Asheville School lore all the same.

Although those students who would be 
returning to Asheville School in the fall of 
1942 took summer breaks, the war did not. 
At Auschwitz, the Nazis began gassing their 
victims as they sought more efficient ways 
to achieve the Final Solution. Rommel 
defeated the “desert rats” at Tobruk, while 
in the Pacific, the fighting on Guadalcanal 
began.  In August, British Field Marshal 
Montgomery took over the Eighth Army in 
Africa and in early September had his ini-
tial success against Rommel’s Afrika Korps 
at the battle of Alam Halfa. In September, 
the Japanese dropped incendiary bombs 
on the forests of Oregon, an event that 
went unreported in the country.
 
In October of 1942, Admiral Halsey was 
given the command of the South Pacific 
Area, and in November, Operation Torch, 
the American invasion of North Africa 
took place. Asheville School was not unaf-

fected, and returning students noticed the 
changes immediately as Headmaster Fall 
spoke at the School’s opening service.  Fall 
said, “This year the school is on a self-help 
basis. This means that the boys clean up 
their own rooms, while members of the 
fifth and sixth forms help wait on tables in 
the dining room… This war must be won 
regardless of the sacrifice, regardless of 
the hardships, regardless of what it costs, 
and you have the opportunity of helping 
to win it right here and now. Democracy 
does mean new automobiles and rubber 
and sugar, but above all it means freedom. 
We are here for one definite reason this 
year and that is to prepare you as best we 
can and to the best of our abilities for the 
service of our country” (The Ashnoca Sep-
tember 25, 1942, pages 1 and 4).
 
In addition, because of the shortage 
of single faculty, the prefects would be 
given greater responsibility on the halls. 
“Shortages of many staples occurred, but 
newspapers were especially sought and 
shared” (Hardwick letter to Tom Marberg-
er). Through the athletic program, Hop 
Arbogast began to instruct students in 
body building along military lines. In the 
classroom, science and math would receive 
more focus than usual, and an optional 
class in radio would be offered to 5th and 
6th formers. Asheville alumni in colleges 
came back and told the student body that 
their college education was being sped 
up to get them ready for the war effort as 
quickly as possible (The Ashnoca Septem-

ber 25 and 30).  Finally, an on-going scrap 
drive yielded nine tons of metal as the 
school community scrounged and picked 
through “the basements, attics, storerooms, 
and the bowels of the gym” (December 
1942 Alumni Magazine).

In January of 1943, a sure indication that 
the fortunes of war had begun to shift 
to the Allies’ side came from Casablanca, 
where Roosevelt and Churchill met and 
announced their terms of unconditional 
surrender to the Axis powers. At Asheville 
School, Headmaster Fall welcomed the 
students back from their holiday break by 
saying, “As we think about the wonder-
ful times we had during the vacation, let’s 
tighten our belts for the more important 
task of winning the war” (The Ashnoca 
January 20, 1943, page 1). More encourag-
ing war news came in February when the 
Germans surrendered at Stalingrad, and in 
Africa, General Patton and Field Marshal 
Montgomery began to have more and 
more success against Rommel.
  
Good as the news from the war front was, 
daily life continued unchanged on Ashe-
ville’s campus. Teams won and lost games 
and students passed and failed tests. And 
food remained a challenge. Complaints 
about school food seem both timeless and 
universal. Imagine the problem com-
pounded by war-time rationing. In an 
Ashnoca article of February 3, 1943, Lee 
Campbell ’44 noted, “In one month alone 
he [school steward, Mr. Leon York] is 

The first prefects at Asheville School during the 1941-42 school year. 
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responsible for the buying of 3500 pounds 
of meat, 500 pounds of butter, 800 pounds 
of sugar, 1200 gallons of milk, plus an 
almost endless quantity of other food…. 
Mr. York must keep track of all students’ 
ration coupons and turn them in en masse 
at the proper time…. His particular worry 
now is the difficulty in getting canned and 
frozen goods…. One glance at the menu 
book shows vividly the steward’s troubles. 
Many proposed meals have undergone last 
minute changes of four or five items.” As 
spring wore on, the school offered classes 
in the maintenance of gasoline engines and 
pre-flight aviation (taught by Mr. Brooks). 
The “Afrika Korps” surrendered and Japan 
was driven from the Aleutian Islands. On 
May 20, 1943, Asheville School concluded 
its 43rd commencement exercises with the 
singing of the national anthem.

By mid-September of 1943, the German 
Army had evacuated Sicily, the Italians had 
surrendered to the Allies, and the drive 
to push the Nazis out of Italy had begun 

with the Allied landing at Salerno. By 
mid-September at Asheville School, three 
new faculty members and 57 new students 
were settling themselves into the routine, 
and old boys would have noticed “the 
neater appearance of the School … [and 
that] most of the rooms and the Chapel 
had been redecorated…. The porches had 
been repainted, and innumerable minor 
improvements [had been] completed…” 
(The Ashnoca September 22, 1943, page 3). 
On Halloween, the school enjoyed a square 
dance, a country fair, and skits and games 
performed by the new boys. Halloween 
festivities made $150 for the United War 
Fund (The Ashnoca November 3, 1943, 
page 1 and 4). 

Proving that boys will always be boys and 
that the war didn’t completely consume 
school life, new boy Phil Woollcott ’46 
remembers a student bringing a chicken 
into the general study hall in Mitchell 
and hiding it in his desk. The clucking 
bird eventually made its presence known, 

much to the amusement of the students, 
the disruption of study conditions, and 
the consternation of the faculty member 
on duty. That November 20, the Blues 
prevailed over the Greenies on the gridiron 
by a score of 20-13. It was the fifth straight 
win for the Blues over their rival. 

As the school celebrated Thanksgiving on 
Saturday, November 27, instead of Thurs-
day, the wartime Big Three of Churchill, 
Roosevelt, and Stalin met in Teheran to 
discuss the end of the war. In its editorial 
of December 8, 1943, just two years after 
Pearl Harbor, The Ashnoca declared “the 
crisis has passed.” While the crisis may 
indeed have passed, the death and destruc-
tion hadn’t. Events at places called Omaha 
Beach, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Hiroshima, 
and Nagasaki had yet to occur, and the full 
scope of the Holocaust was still unknown. 
The war was far from over.

In January of 1944, the boys returned from 
their break. The journey was not neces-

Study hall in Mitchell Hall during the World War II era. 
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sarily easy. Bill Coke grew up in southern 
Kentucky. His family drove him two and 
a half hours to Nashville, where at 9pm 
he caught the Tennessee Central with its 
one Pullman car. From there, he went to 
Harriman, Tennessee, where he joined 
the southbound train out of Cleveland. 
Because the trains were often filled by 
servicemen and reservations were diffi-
cult to obtain, Bill recalls that his “parents 
spent a lot of time cultivating the Tennes-
see Central ticket agent with eggs, butter, 
and other rationed items that we had in 
abundance on the farm” (letter from Bill 
Coke to Tom Marberger). 

Henry Hatch ’45 entered Asheville School 
in the fall of 1943 and he recalls that “the 
train trip down [from Cleveland] was long 
and uncomfortable, through Cincinnati, 
where we picked up some of the Queen 
City contingent, then overnight to Knox-
ville, and finally over the hill to Asheville.  
The only good part was talking with some 
of the many servicemen who were travel-
ing on the same train. We did get home for 
Christmas both years I was there, but did 
not break for spring vacation either year. 
The ostensible reason was to save train 
space for the military….Despite the fact 
that we couldn’t go anywhere because of 
the lack of gas, I loved Asheville…. 

“[I remember] my first bus trip in to 
downtown Asheville …As I always did 
in Cleveland, I headed to the back of the 
bus. About halfway down the aisle, a lady 
grabbed me by the arm and said, ‘No, no. 
You sit here. The back is for the coloreds.’ 
That was a revelation … my first experi-
ence with segregation” (letter from Henry 
Hatch ’45 to Tom Marberger). What must 
have seemed for the students an intermi-
nable spring (the long slog from January 
to June, as Bob Kimberly ’48 calls it) came 
to a close with commencement on May 18.  
The Allied invasion of France was less than 
three weeks away. 

On June 6, 1944, in the greatest amphibi-
ous assault in the history of the world, the 
Allies stormed the beaches in Normandy, 
France, to begin the liberation of Western 
Europe. Going ashore at Utah Beach were 
Bud Goodrich ’39 and Karl Pettit ’35. In 
the weeks leading up to the invasion, Allied 

air activity over France increased in an 
effort to soften German positions and to 
create doubt about the exact location of 
the invasion. On May 10, Captain Hugh 
F. Houghton ’41 was killed in action over 
Reims. 

Of the Normandy landing itself, Karl Pettit 
recalled the event that shook him. “A barge 
took our unit to the Normandy shore. Just 
after we got off, a bomb hit the barge and 
killed everyone else on board. We fought 
through France and Germany and even to 
the edge of the Russian border.” Establish-
ing a beachhead on Normandy and break-
ing through the hedgerows took longer 
than expected and cost many Allied lives, 
but by mid-July, Allied forces had broken 
loose from Normandy and had begun their 
drive across France towards Germany. In 
that drive across France, First Lieutenant 
John H. Maclean ’39 was killed in action 
on July 21, 1944.

By the fall of 1944 the Allies were push-
ing the Germans back toward Germany 
on the Western Front while the Russians 
were doing the same on the Eastern Front. 
In the Pacific theatre, the island-hopping 
campaign continued to see success. In 
preparation for MacArthur’s assault on 
the Philippines, on June 15 the United 

States invaded Saipan, and on July 19 the 
U.S. came ashore at Guam. Although there 
was much more bloodshed to come, by 
the time the class of 1945 began its senior 
year, there was genuine cause for optimism 
among the student body that the war 
would end soon.
 
In addition to 56 new students, the school 
welcomed two new members to its faculty 
in September, 1944. Mr. S. E. Eaton from 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, would be 
teaching French and Spanish. He held 
degrees from Clark University, Bates Col-
lege, and Harvard. He brought with him 
20 years of teaching experience at Blair 
Academy and Western Reserve Academy. 
Also joining the faculty was David G. 
Clarke from the class of 1941. Mr. Clarke 
would be a busy man, teaching first form 
English, arithmetic, history, and geogra-
phy. He would also coach swimming and 
assist “Uncle Will” Lewis in junior football 
and baseball. 

In the opening sermon of the year, Mr. 
Fall used the story of David and Goliath 
as his text. He said that David possessed 
three qualities that would serve Asheville 
students well: heroism, faith, and good 
sense (The Ashnoca October 19, 1944). The 
school also made a change to the Clas-

Crew was still a popular sport at Asheville School in the 1940’s.
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sification System and tried to “remove the 
stigma from honest work.” Rather than 
having “D” and “E” boys do jobs around 
the campus, the whole student body would 
be divided into groups to do campus-wide 
tasks. This change was seen as a temporary 
measure to help deal with the manpower 
shortage brought on by the war. 

The first edition of The Ashnoca in the 
fall of 1944 featured a front-page article 
reporting the deaths of three Asheville 
School alumni: Hugh Houghton and John 
Maclean, mentioned above, and John 
Darrow ’42. John Darrow was a student at 
Harvard when he interrupted his program 
of study and joined the 
Army in February of 
1943. Second Lieuten-
ant Darrow served as 
a bomber-navigator in 
the United States Army 
Air Forces. On Septem-
ber 13, 1944, Asheville 
School’s Ivy Orator 
of 1942 was killed in 
action in the American 
offensive against Japa-
nese positions in the 
Philippines. 

That edition of The 
Ashnoca did not 
mention the battle of 
Peleliu which began 
on September 15 as 
part of a plan to secure 
MacArthur’s flank for 
the upcoming invasion 
of the Philippines. Like 
all of the Pacific island 
campaigns, this was 
a bloody battle as the 
Japanese fought with a 
near-maniacal tenacity.

 “Looking up at the 
head of the trail, I could see the big Jap 
blockhouse that commanded the height. 
The thing was now a great jagged lump 
of concrete, smoking. I saw our lead 
man meet a front line detail posted by 
the blockhouse while the other troops 
advanced down the hill with the three 
tanks and the flamethrowers. Isolated Jap 
snipers were at work on our slope, small 
groups of Marines fanned out on both 
sides of the trail to clean them out, while 
we climbed toward the blockhouse” (from 

Life magazine artist Tom Lea who was with 
the Marines on Peleliu). On September 21, 
1944, Marine Private First Class John M. 
Bolton ’41 died at Peleliu Island.

The fall of ’44 passed rather like most falls 
with classes, dances, tests, papers, and 
athletic contests taking up the bulk of the 
students’ days. For the fourth time, student 
sentiment was set against FDR and for the 
fourth time FDR was elected president. 
The football team capped a 4-1 season 
with a 13-6 victory over Christ School. 
The Classification System that the school 
had modified in September was restored in 
November. Headmaster Fall said the move 

was made necessary “by the exceptionally 
low scholastic average of the school at the 
end of the second grading period” (No-
vember 30, 1944 The Ashnoca). The paper 
went on to report that town permission 
privileges would once again be granted 
according to a student’s classification. “B” 
boys could go to town once a week; “C” 
boys once every three weeks; “D” and “E” 
boys for medical appointments only. That 
system remained largely intact until the 
late 1960’s. 

Some good war news made the front page 
of the November 30 Ashnoca. Private 
Samuel McDowell Tate ’41, who went 
ashore at Normandy on D-Day plus 
twelve, was wounded in the leg and be-
came a POW on June 22, 1944. He was set 
free by Patton’s 3rd Army and was now in a 
U.S. Army hospital in England. His facility 
with the French language had allowed him 
to remain with the German field hospi-
tal in France rather than being sent to a 
prison camp in Germany. While recuper-
ating in England, his nurse told him that 
he was lucky because most doctors would 
have amputated his leg rather than trying 
to treat and save it. He later married the 

nurse (details from The 
Ashnoca November 
30, 1944 and as related 
by Sam Tate to Nick 
Jordan).

Headmaster Fall 
gave his traditional 
Thanksgiving sermon 
and sounded a stern 
reminder to the school 
community. Remarking 
that the country was 
apparently falling short 
on its sixth War Loan 
Drive but that Christ-
mas spending would 
“soar to a new high this 
year,” Fall went on to 
say that “we should be 
supremely grateful for 
the progress of the war 
– and that gratitude 
should be expressed in 
a tangible way … it is 
a deplorable commen-
tary on our patriotism 
that we are unwilling to 
curb our petty plea-
sures when thousands 
of our finest young 

men are giving their lives …” (November 
30, 1944 The Ashnoca). Sadly, amongst 
those fine young men was Asheville School 
alumnus William H. Beatty ’41, an ensign 
in the U.S. Naval Air Corps, who died in 
the Pacific Theatre on November 1, 1944.

The December 14 Christmas issue of The 
Ashnoca reflected the growing feeling 
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around the country that Allied victory 
was both inevitable and in the foreseeable 
future. The headlines of the school paper 
proudly proclaimed the plans to build a 
new dining hall as a memorial to those 
alumni who died in the war. Such con-
struction was long overdue as the “tempo-
rary” facility the school was using was over 
40 years old. The Ashnoca mentioned the 
following alumni as having died in the war: 
Darek Barker ’33, Randolph Cooner ’33, 
Anthony Peiniger ’33, Henry Chaney, Jr. 
’36, James McClure III ’36, Howell Murray 
’37, Jay Chappell, Jr. ’36, Hugh Hough-
ton ’38, John Maclean ’39, Christopher 
Gadsden, Jr. ’40, John Bolton ’41, William 
Beatty ’41, and John Darrow ’42. The paper 
reported as missing in action Henry Lord, 
Jr. ’35, and Edward Mancourt, II ’35. 

At that time, the school did not know that 
on December 12, 1944, Richard H. Griffin 
’44 was killed in action in France. Griffin 

was posthumously awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the Army’s second 
highest award, for bravery in action near 
Riquehir, France. In part, the report of 
his actions said, “Despite intense small 
arms, automatic weapons and light mortar 
fire … Griffin clung to his position … 
When hit by small arms fire in the right 
side of his body, he rolled over and fired 
his machine gun with his left hand… he 
continued firing until his position was 
finally overrun … and he was killed… By 
his stubborn courage and unselfish sacri-
fice, he, in giving his life, saved the lives of 
many of his comrades…” (The Ashnoca 
June 7, 1945, page 6).

By the time students returned to campus 
in January of 1945, the Allies had broken 
Hitler’s winter offensive, The Battle of 
the Bulge, and were moving once again 
towards Berlin. Though it would take 
another five months, the end of the War in 
Europe was truly in sight. The meeting of 
the Big Three at Yalta confirmed that cer-

tainty as the focus of their conference was 
less on winning the war in Europe than 
it was on post-war conditions, especially 
as related to Eastern Europe. Over the 
holidays, the basketball team travelled to 
Cincinnati, where they were hosted by the 
Carruthers family. The team was greeted 
with gracious hospitality and won all three 
games it played. Back on campus, the Blues 
lost a close game to Spartanburg High.
 
Meanwhile, Henry Hatch ’45 won the stu-
dent portion of a current events test taken 
on campus, and Mr. Copenhaver won the 
faculty prize. While scientists were working 
in secret on the Manhattan project, in his 
February 18 sermon, Mr. Brooks quoted 
one of the science textbooks, and said “We 
live in an age of science….” He went on 
to say that “placing science above religion 
in our lives is very unwise … and that it 
“is not possible to lead useful lives if [we] 
depend upon science to provide all things 
of worth” (The Ashnoca February 28, 1945, 
page 1). That same edition noted that 535 

Pop Hollandsworth, legendary founder of the Asheville School mountaineering program, is pictured (second from right, kneeling) celebrating 
with his battalion on VE Day.
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alumni were serving their country and that 
16 had died in the line of duty and one was 
missing in action.

In Europe the Allies pushed ever closer to 
Berlin, and in the Pacific fierce fighting 
raged on Iwo Jima and then Okinawa. On 
March 1, shortly after returning from Yalta, 
a tired FDR addressed Congress to give his 
assessment of the conference. He looked 
weary and apologized for speaking from a 
seated position. He also admitted to wear-
ing steel braces on his legs. The Asheville 
School student body enjoyed a whole holi-
day and dances on the weekend of March 
23-25. This respite was intended to take 
the place of spring vacation. Although the 
students thought it was not long enough, 
they did enjoy the break in the routine. 
At the end of March, President Roosevelt 
went to his home in Warms Springs, Geor-
gia. While sitting for a portrait on April 
12, he complained of a “terrific headache.” 
He collapsed, lost consciousness, and died 
later that day. 

In its editorial of April 14, The Ashnoca 
said, “The great man who for over 12 years 
has led our nation has at last found rest, 
though unfortunately he died without 
seeing the achievement of those goals 
for which he so tirelessly and unselfishly 
strove.” Just as the war in Europe was 
winding down, so was the school year for 
the class of ’45. The “Ashcan” column of 
April 14, 1945, with a bit of schoolboy 
ennui and teenage insouciance, observed, 
“Another two weeks have moved relent-
lessly onward, making or breaking whatev-
er is in their path, and as this paper goes to 
press we wonder if the homestretch, as it is 
optimistically called, will ever end…. The 
senior building is buzzing with plans for 
next year. Broad-minded seniors whisper 
to their fifth-former friends of many dark 
secrets … So until the next issue, remem-
ber these sage words: A man should always 
die with his boots on so as not to stub his 
toe when he kicks the bucket” (The Ash-
noca April 14, 1945, page 2).

The United States celebrated V-E day on 
May 8, 1945. The Ashnoca greeted that 
news with enthusiasm, but was quick to 
remind everyone that the war with Japan 
was not over and so encouraged all to 
support the Seventh War Loan Drive. In 
May, the baseball team split its two games 
with Christ School, and Uncle Will’s Wit 

and Waffles Club was beginning to gain 
campus-wide recognition. As the seniors 
were approaching their finish line, the 
junior class was getting ready for its final 
year and chose Sam Johnson as President 
and Edwin Brown as Vice-President of 
their class. In March of 1946, the class 
chose Phil Woollcott as Vice-President and 
Edwin Brown as class poet. John Golding 
and Edwin Brown were appointed to head 
the 1945-46 Ashnoca.
 
On June 7, 1945, the 45th Asheville School 
graduating class went through its com-
mencement exercises. The class initially 
chose Robert Vance as Valedictorian, 
Charles Kistler as Ivy Orator, and William 
Rickenbacker as Class Poet; however, Vance 
joined the Coast Guard Academy before 
graduation, and the class then chose John 
Compton, whose father worked on the 
atomic bomb at Oak Ridge, to fill his posi-
tion at commencement. 

Including Vance, the 1945 Blue and White 
shows 20 boys in the senior class. All of 
them were here during the war, but three, 
Corwith Cramer, Charles Kistler, and 
William Rickenbacker had entered as first 
formers and were at Asheville School for 
the duration of the war.  They weren’t even 
teenagers when they stepped on campus 
that day in 1939 when seniors Cuddy and 
Shambaugh greeted old friends and Steve 
Jarislowsky and his family were on holiday 
in southern France. They came to Ashe-
ville School on the day the war began and 
may not even have known where Germany 
and Poland were. They came to Asheville 
School as little boys and left as the “most 
senior” young men in their class and the 
student body’s institutional memory of 
the war years. They came as little boys 
with little understanding of a world at war; 
they left as young men with a grownup’s 
understanding that though the War in 
Europe was over, the War in the Pacific was 
not. What were these three thinking about 
when they received their diplomas? 

Compton’s valedictory must have captured 
the mood at commencement perfectly. 
“We come to our last day here with mixed 
feelings of trepidation, sadness, and joy. 
We are sad, yet happy. We are sad for we 
are leaving a place that has become dear 
to us… We have made true and sincere 
friends here, who will last us through 
life… we have built an unbreakable bond 

between ourselves and between us and 
the school… The war has made, and will 
make, its calling on some of us; but the 
peace will call upon all of us. The peace 
will be the test of the things we have been 
prepared in here; it will be the greatest test 
we will ever find of our knowledge, char-
acter, and friendships. It is now ours ‘to 
strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.’”

In July of 1945, Churchill, later replaced by 
Attlee, Truman, and Stalin met at Potsdam 
to discuss the end of the war with Japan 
and what to do with a defeated Germany. 
While at the conference, Truman learned 
of the successful testing of the atomic 
bomb.  For someone who knew next to 
nothing about the atomic bomb until he 
became President in April, the decision to 
drop the bomb must have been especially 
burdensome. But Truman did decide to 
use it. Twice. Dudley Tenney ’34 was in 
Army intelligence on August 6, 1945. He 
writes, “The first thing we knew about the 
bomb being dropped was that we were get-
ting reports that the Japanese Army home 
network was querying station-to-station, 
‘Where was Hiroshima?’ They couldn’t 
understand why Hiroshima had dropped 
out of the network.”
 
On August 9, 1945, future faculty mem-
ber Pop Hollandsworth was stationed in 
Europe and wrote to his wife: “How about 
the news from the Pacific? Grand, isn’t it? 
One just can’t be really glad they’re using 
the atomic bomb, but perhaps at this 
stage a few will cause them to surrender, 
thereby saving many lives on both sides 
which would otherwise be lost…”  At the 
time, Pop didn’t know it, but that same 
day, the second bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki. Ted Tapping ’45, drafted after his 
junior year, remembers the bombings: “As 
horrific as the devastation that the atomic 
bomb caused on the two Japanese cities, it 
brought the end of World War II and saved 
tens of thousands of Allied lives…. In my 
opinion, the decision to use the bomb was 
a ‘no brainer,’ and those who believe oth-
erwise, I respect, but I don’t understand” 
(Ted Tapping memoir, AS Archives).

When the class of 1946 came back to 
school in September, World War II was 
over. Peace had come at long last. We could 
return to our regular programs.
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1936
 
Walter Pettit
Walter reports that he and his 
daughters (pictured) are doing well. 
He fondly remembers Asheville 
School and writes: “Still five of the 
greatest years of my life.”

1939
S. Jackson Hunt 
Jack and Howie Hunt 1967 went 
fishing on the Mason Tract of the 
Au Sable river in northern Michi-
gan. Their trip came two days after 
Jack’s 91st birthday! 

1945
Henry Hatch 
Henry writes that he and his wife, 
Robin, currently live in a retirement 
community in a suburb of Cleve-
land. They still go to Englewood, 
Florida, in the winter and take a 
trip a couple of times per year.

1949
Alistair Elliot 
Alistair writes: “My eighth book of 
poems, Imaginary Lines, was pub-
lished in November 2012. I have 
also done eight books of transla-
tion, including Medea, which some 
of you may have seen in New York 
in the ‘90s. Greetings to old friends.” 

1955
Sandy Martin
Sandy writes, “Still swimming five 
times per week. Trips this year were 
to Mammoth Cave, Washington 
D.C., and all over Maine with my 
son David.” 

1958
Robin Fawsett
Robin writes: “I continue to be Co-
Chair of the Labor Relations and 
Employment Law Practice Group 
(management only) at Shutts & 
Bowen LLP, a statewide Florida cor-
porate law firm. My children, Su-
zanne Fawsett Reams (Asheville ‘94, 

Walter Pettit 1936 is pictured with his three daughters. 

Jack Hunt 1939 and his son, Howie 1967, 
enjoy a fishing trip together in celebration of 
Jack’s 91st birthday. 
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VES ‘95) and Chase Fawsett, M.D. 
are happy and successful. Edith and 
I spend part of our summers at 
our home in Highlands, NC. I wish 
everyone and all the alumni well.”

1960
Kent Dixon 
Kent and his wife, Mimi, are both 
retiring from Wittenberg Universi-
ty. Wittenberg sent the following to 
their alumni: “Professors Kent and 
Mimi Dixon will be retiring this 
spring after teaching at Wittenberg 
for 33 years (or a combined total 
of 66 years.) As you can imagine, 
this marks a significant event in the 
life of our department. The Dixons 
have long been at the heart of our 
mission and will be greatly missed. 
They have represented all aspects of 
our program, offering courses on 
Shakespeare, medieval literature, 
the classics, screenwriting, fiction, 
and composition, along with many 
others. They have also assumed 
dynamic leadership roles at the   
university through creating the 
Writing Center, the Writing across 
the Curriculum program, the 
Creative Writing program, and 
most recently a course on kayak-
ing.”

To celebrate Kent’s and Mimi’s     
careers, Wittenberg University is 
collecting letters, cards, and memo-
ries from students over the years. 
There will also be a retirement 
dinner for the Dixons on April 13, 
2013. 

1964
Bill Francis
Congratulations to Bill, recipient 
of the 2012 Milner Award, the most 
distinguished of all of Kentucky’s 
art awards! An avid supporter of 
the arts and humanities in Ken-
tucky for more than three decades, 
Bill joined the Kentucky Humani-
ties Council board of directors in 
2009.

1966 
John Warren
John writes: “After 40 years in the 
fundraising profession, I’ll be retir-
ing in December 2013 after 14 years 
here at Homewood. Carol and I 
will be splitting our time between 
our house in Winchester, VA, and 
our home in Tucson, AZ. A lot of 
golf in in my future! I am thinking 
(not very seriously at this point!) 
about re-hanging my shingle, ‘John 
W. Warren & Associates, Fundrais-
ing Counsel,’ a company I operated 
from 1996 to 1999.” 

1967
Cliff Feingold
Cliff has been elected to the North 
Carolina State Board of Dental 
Examiners. 

Ross Hunter 
Ross and Carol have recently wel-
comed their first grandchild. Jack 
Davis was born October 30, 2012. 
The new grandparents are very 
much enjoying this stage of life.

Ross continues to dabble in video 
editing in his spare time. He and
co-producer Phil Audibert had 
their video In the Season screened at 
the 2012 Virginia Film Festival. The 
video is about the life of Edna
Lewis, the “Grand Dame of South-
ern Cooking.” Many credit her with
beginning the eat natural, eat local 
food movement. There’s a trailer
on YouTube: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=66dnSdmo8Gs

Ross Hunter 1967 and his wife, Carol (far right), are pictured at the 2012 Virginia Film 
Festival, where Hunter’s video, “In The Season,” was screened.



Ted Prentis IV
Ted is in the Croquet Hall of Fame 
and is currently the croquet profes-
sional at the Ocean House in Watch 
Hill, RI. He is celebrating year 24 as 
the croquet professional at Indian 
Creek Country Club in North Mi-
ami Beach. Ted also teaches up and 
down the east coast of Florida and 
tours nationally. As there is a lot of 
croquet in Western NC, he plans to 
visit next spring on his way north 
from Florida. See his Hall of Fame 
profile at www.croquetamerica.
com.

1968 
Richard Kelly
Richard and son Neal attended the 
Dec. 15, 2012 Rolling Stones con-
cert in Newark, NJ. As Neal put it, 
“Awesome!!”

David Bunn & David Lane
David Bunn and David Lane report 
that they are retired and enjoying 
life.
 
Dr. Greg Hall
If you want to catch up with Greg, 
you will need to be traveling 65 
MPH on I-40 as Greg and Paula 
move between their homes in 
Annapolis, the Outer Banks, 
Asheville and Nantahala. 
 
Marston Luce
Marston now spends most of the 
year at his chalet in SW France 
looking for French antiques for his 
Georgetown shop, Marston Luce 
Antiques.
 
John Macatee
John and his family spent their 
summer vacation in Maine and 
Massachusetts.
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Sandy Paderewski
Sandy practices law in Sarasota, 
while he and Marilyn frequently 
visit their mountain home in Mag-
gie Valley. Sandy has curtailed his 
coaching duties at Asheville School 
in favor of globe-trotting to catch 
up with sons, Max (AS ‘06) in Ko-
rea and Uruguay and Sam (AS ‘08) 
in New York City.

Chess Yellott
Chess writes: “Still in love with 
Lynn. Still practicing [medicine] 
but plan retirement 9/14. Initi-
ated into the Man Kind Project last 
November.” 

1970
Charlie Skinner 
Charlie writes, “Last kid gradu-
ated from college last May. Getting 
there! All are well.” 

1974 
Mark Harrison
An architect living in Nashville, TN, 
Mark designed the house that has 
become the Rayna Jaymes (Connie 
Britton) mansion on ABC’s new hit 
show Nashville. Check out the New 
York Times article “Drama Queen,” 
which tells about the rise to fame of 
this house. See Harrison’s website 
at www.markharrisonarchitecture.
com.
 

Richard Kelly 1968 enjoys the Rolling Stones concert with his son, Neal.

Mark Harrison 1974 designed the house 
pictured above that is the mansion on ABC’s 
new hit show “Nashville.”
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Art Pope
Art joins incoming North Carolina 
governor Pat McCrory’s adminis-
tration as Deputy Budget Direc-
tor. Pope also 
oversees the 
giving of the 
Pope Foun-
dation, one 
of the most 
generous 
philanthro-
pies in North 
Carolina. The 
Pope Foundation is the primary 
supporter of the interdisciplinary 
Humanities curriculum at Asheville 
School.

1975 
Keith Bishop
Keith writes: “In December, my 
daughter and her husband visited 
Yee Chawn Yin ‘75 in Bangkok, 
Thailand.” 

1981 
Jan Merryweather
Jan is currently working as an 
environmental consultant to the 
Sempervirens Fund and Sustain-
able Conservation. The Semper-
virens Fund protects and perma-
nently preserves redwood forests, 
wildlife habitat, watersheds, and 
other important natural features of 
California’s Santa Cruz Mountains, 
and encourages people to appreci-
ate and enjoy this environment. 
Sustainable Conservation works to 
solve California’s environmental 
issues while promoting businesses 
through partnerships, innovative 
solutions, and trusted leadership.

 

1982 
M. Lloyd Barnhardt III
Lloyd writes: “The Barnhardts con-
tinue to travel the globe supporting 
their daughters’ cheerleading teams. 
Liverpool (England), Indianapolis, 
Dallas, Atlanta, Washington, and 
Orlando, to name a few in 2012. 
The twins are now 13 years old 
and are about to go to high school. 
Please wish me luck!”

 1985 
Hayes Garner
Hayes invites any and all BLUES to 
check out his new restaurant, Grill-
N-Go, on Highway 64, one mile 
east of Jordan Lake near Durham. 
He opened the doors in October 
2012.

 1987 
Casey Gallagher
Casey writes: “We are delighted 
to announce the birth of our son 
Dashiell 
Parker Bur-
wick Gal-
lagher, born 
February 8, 
2013, at 2:35 
AM. He, his 
amazing sur-
rogate, his 
big brother, 
Finn, and 
his dads are 
all doing well 
so far. He is 
a bundle of 
joy.”

Carla Cappiello Golden
Carla launched her new website, 
www.carlagoldenwellness.com (…
because being HAPPY is your life’s 
purpose).

Amy “Bellamy” Young
Amy has found 
fame co-starring 
on ABC’s series   
Scandal as the 
president’s wife.

1989
Sarah Higi Burns
Last summer Sarah ran The Rag-
nar Relay, a 194-mile race, with 
10 women.  They started in San 
Francisco and finished in Napa. 
Sara writes that it was an incredible 
experience, and that she is ready to 
do another Ragnar! 

Charlie Thiel
Charlie recently starred in The 
Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity by 
Kristoffer Diaz, produced by PURE 
Theatre in Charleston, SC. The play, 
which treats professional wrestling 
and geopolitics, ran last fall in 
Charleston. 

Art Pope 1974

Amy “Bellamy” 
Young 1987

Dashiell Parker Burwick 
Gallagher

Charlie Thiel 1989 with his wife, Kelly , 
and daughters, Marley and Finley.



34   Achievement  •  Spring 2013

1990
Susan Daily
Susan is currently the Dean of Stu-
dents at the Outdoor Academy, just 
outside Brevard, NC. She and her 
husband, Michael, have two chil-
dren, Noah (5) and Wren (2). 

Clay Smith
Clay has left the Texas Book Festi-
val as Literary Director and joined 
Kirkus Reviews as the new Features 
Editor.

Mike Stimpson
Mike and his wife, Jennifer, wel-
comed Gracie Leigh Stimpson to 
the world on September 7, 2012. 
She joins her big sister.
 

1994
John Rainero 
John, board president of the Birth-
place of Country Music Museum, 
has met success in his project. After 
a long and successful campaign, 
construction started on a new 
Country Music Museum in Bris-
tol, VA. John is quoted in a recent 
article published by the Bluegrass 
Music News Network: “We not only 
see this as a great achievement for 
our organization, but also a great 
achievement for our region’s music, 
our cultural heritage, and our great 
cities.  Finally, The Bristol Ses-
sions - which Johnny Cash called 
the single most important event in 
the history of country music - and 
its legacy will have a home.” Visit 
www.birthplaceofcountrymusic.org 
for more information.

 1995
Jamie May
Jamie and family have moved from 
Cleveland, OH to Vevey, Switzer-

land, where he is an attorney on 
Nestle’s legal staff. 

1997
 
Amanda Hilton Linch
Amanda and husband, Scott, wel-
comed their second son, Harrison 
Scott Linch on March 9, 2012. He 
joins big brother Richard (2.5). 
Amanda practices dentistry in 
Charlotte, NC, where they reside. 

Melissa Cannon Marfleet
Melissa reports that she is the 
mother of two amazing children. 
She is living in Norfolk, England 
and working as a secondary school 
history teacher. She writes: “My 
time at Asheville was one of the 
most amazing times in my life.” 
 
James Pharr
James completed a 50K run in Du-
Pont State Park near Brevard, NC, 
with four other Asheville School 
faculty members in October 2012.  
James is a humanities teacher at 
Asheville School and the Director 
of Project Connect, a summer insti-
tute for interdisciplinary studies.

2002
Jennifer Kuklenski LaForest
Jenny married Scott LaForest on 
August 11, 2012, in Missoula, MT.
 
Kristin Littleton
Kristin married Steve McIvor of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, on 
October 13, 2012. The wedding 
took place just outside of Asheville. 

Courtney Sinsky 
Courtney married Michael Gaiman 
on October 6, 2012. Cam McNeely 
‘00, Willie Oakley ‘02, and Chris 
Boehner ‘02 attended the Asheville 
ceremony. The couple is currently 
living in San Francisco.

Courtney Sinsky 2002

(left to right) Katie Pope Guthrie ‘04, Devin Hudson ‘04, Gigi Alldredge ‘04 and 
Carlisle Rankin ‘04. Members from the class of 2004 hit New Orleans for Gigi 
Alldredge’s wedding to Anthony Tracey on November 3. The couple was married 
at St. Stephen Catholic Church.
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Alumni Profile:   Thomas Stern 1997

Stern founds AV.E Health to 
provide wellness-focused vacations

2005
David Emigh
David is actively drilling in the 
Army Reserves. He is a Sergeant 
in the 287th Transportation Co. 
DET 1 (Combat HET) in Anniston, 
AL. David works full time at the 
Center for Domestic Preparedness 
as a Training Support Specialist 
with SAIC. He is also a volunteer 
firefighter with the city of Weaver, 
AL. David recently graduated from 
Jacksonville State University with a 
BS in Emergency Management.
 
Rachel Reyes
Rachel has completed her first year 
in a clinical psychology Ph.D. pro-
gram at the University of Louisville.
She joined the program to research 
ADHD and emotion regulation 
in children. She writes: “My 5 year 
adventure has just begun, and I am 
still so very grateful to Asheville 
School. I’m happy to see my fellow 
Blues enjoying life!”

2006
Michael Saltzman
Michael visited with Asheville 
School friends recently at West 
End Bakery. He also ran into his 
Asheville School swim coach, Frank 
Kriegler.

2007
George Bumgardner
In September 2012, George traveled 
to Orlando, FL with his ultimate 
frisbee team, Queen City Thunder, 
to compete in the Open division 
of the 2012 USA Ultimate South-
east Club Regional tournament. 
He writes, “This tournament is the 
qualifier for the national tourna-
ment and features the 16 best teams 
from the Southeast Region as they 
vie to advance to Ultimate’s big-

Thomas Stern 1997 has just taken 
the next big step in his career and has 
opened AV.E Health in Asheville, a com-
pany that provides “skilled, caring staff 
to support individuals with dementia 
and their family caregivers on wellness-
focused vacations.”

After Thomas graduated from Asheville 
School, he received his Bachelor of Arts 
in Outdoor Leadership from Warren 

Wilson College and his Master of Health 
Sciences degree with a concentration 
in Management from Western Caro-
lina University.  Thomas spent about 
five years as a full-time caregiver to his 
grandparents, both of whom had de-
mentia. During his time as caretaker, he 
also became a Licensed Practical Nurse.

Thomas’ experience as a caretaker 
inspired him to create AV.E Health. In a 
recent interview with Mountain Xpress, 

he says, “The idea for assisted vacations 
just came out of a need that we had as 
a family. We took my grandparents on 
trips, but it wasn’t a vacation, because 
we were still caregivers.”

Thomas writes, “As a family caregiver, 
two things stood out to me. First, in de-
mentia and caregiving, you always must 
work to maintain wellness. Second, in-
dividuals with dementia can and should 
help plan their care. These two concepts 
are central to AV.E Health. We focus on 
improving the quality of life, health and 
wellness of individuals with dementia 
and their family caregivers through in-
novative, person-centered services. ” 

AV.E Health thus works one-on-one 
with clients, ensuring experiences that 
are tailored to individual needs so that 
both the patient and caregiver may find 
some rest and relaxation. Thomas also 
strives to “provide those challenged with 
dementia with a positive and supportive 
community to improve their quality of 
life, health, and wellness” and he looks 
back at Asheville School for this inspira-
tion. 

 “Asheville School helped me to learn 
the importance of community. The 
people with whom we interact have a 
strong influence on our lives. Asheville 
School taught me that the choices you 
make about community have significant 
impact.” 

To current students at Asheville School, 
he advises focusing on wellness: 

 “You will likely live a long and produc-
tive life. If you maintain positive habits 
for wellness, your long life will be one of 
good quality.” 

Thomas Stern 1997
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gest stage. Queen City Thunder 
placed 3rd in our section among 
open teams in the tournament to 
qualify for Regionals. This is a great 
result for Thunder, and we enjoyed 
representing North Carolina in the 
regional tournament.” 

Marissa Wright
Marissa is studying geology at the 
University of South Carolina. She is 
the only undergraduate on the “Ice 
Dodgers,” a research team deployed 
to Antartica looking for sedimen-
tary rock samples as evidence of 
glacial activity that could contrib-
ute to knowledge of current climate 
change and its impact.

Marissa states: “Being in Antarctica 
has been the most eye-opening 
experience of my life.  Until you’re 
here, nose-up to these tiny outcrops 
along the peninsula and outlying 
islands, you don’t fully realize that 
for all of the literature surrounding 
Antarctic geology, we actually know 
very little about what lies under 
the vast glaciers and snowfields. I 
realize there are big, fundamental 
questions of Antarctic geology that 
we have the opportunity to answer.”
See the Ice Dodgers’ blog at www.
antarcticdodgers.blogspot.com.

 2008
Jamie Arakas
Jamie is living in Sacramento, CA, 
and interning as an actor with the B 
Street Theatre. His supporting role 
in their current play, Carapace, has 
gotten some positive mentions in 
the Sacramento News and Review 
and the Sacramento Bee. Jamie 
loves Sacramento, and although he 
is working 70-80 hours a week, re-
ally enjoys his job.

Jamie found B Street Theatre 
through state and regional audi-
tions with the Southeastern Theat-
rical Association. Having succeeded 
in those rounds, he was able to 
audition for representatives from 
over 125 theatres throughout the 
US. After receiving callbacks and 
completing additional auditions, 
Jamie finally chose the B Street 
Theatre in Sacramento.George Bumgardner 2007 competes in the Open division of the 2012 USA Ultimate 

Southeast Club Regional tournament.

Marissa Wright 2007

Read more Class Notes on Twitter 

at twitter.com/bluesnotes

@bluesnotes
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While Jamie was at Asheville 
School, he won three Fine Arts 
awards: the Michalove Award for 
Excellence in Drama; Outstand-
ing Acting Performance for Look 
Homeward, Angel; and Outstanding 
Commitment to the Dramatic Arts.

Robby Archer
Robby graduated last May from 
Emory and Henry with a BS in 
Chemistry and a minor in Physics. 
He is currently attending graduate 
school at Western Carolina Univer-
sity, where he is pursuing a degree 
in Environmental Chemistry. 

Natalie Burns
Natalie graduated from Chapel Hill 
in 2012 and is in her first year of 
law school. 
 
Maggie Ruch
Maggie writes, “After graduating 
from Sewanee: The University of 
the South, I took a three-month 
trip across the globe, visiting Thai-
land, Myanmar, Cambodia, New 
Zealand, and French Polynesia. 
While in New Zealand, I did quite 
a lot of backpacking, including a 
four-day hike on the Milford Track, 
a 12-mile day hike on the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing, and multiple 5-7 
hour day hikes.” 

2009
Kayla Bacon
Kayla’s mom reports that Kayla is 
doing well at Georgia State Univer-

sity, graduating 
this year with a 
major in Tele-
communications 
Journalism and 
with a minor in 
Theater. Kayla 
was invited back 
to Washington, 
DC, as she was 

in 2008 while a Fifth Former, to 
participate in the Inaugural Confer-
ence, January 19-23. This opportu-
nity came about because of Kayla’s 
acting role in The Third Monday 
in October, a movie about student 
council elections. Her mother, 
Margaret, joined her on this all-
expenses-paid trip.
 
Matthias Greulich
Matthias, a German ASSIST stu-
dent in 2007-2008, is returning to 
Asheville. Matthias has an intern-
ship in our District Attorney’s 
office, where he will work with As-
sistant District Attorney Pat Patton 
(father of Matt ’08 and Will ’11).
 

2010
Hyechang Rhim
Hyechang writes: “I completed my 
first ultra-race and actually won the 
race! It was a 100 km race in a very 
hilly course with the temperature 
at 23 F; the race itself has only a 
40~50% finishing rate. Although it 
was tough (I mean it. It was REAL-
LY TOUGH), I felt that I had a suc-
cessful debut as an ultra-runner.”

2011
Charlie Ebaugh
Charlie is a student at the Universi-
ty of North Carolina-Asheville and 
co-produced a benefit in Febru-
ary 2013 for the Sacred Mountain 
Sanctuary. The two-night event, 
named Locavoire, featured a seven-
course, farm-to-table, vegan, or-
ganic meal and three musical acts.

Autumn Stone 2011 & Taylor 
DeRosa 2012
Autumn and Taylor planned a get-
together after the Furman/Clemson 
football game last fall. Autumn is a 
dancer for Furman football games 
and is studying a pre-med curricu-
lum; Taylor is an engineering major 
and an avid Clemson football fan 
who couldn’t be more pleased with 
his choice in schools after com-
ing from such a spirited school as 
Asheville.

Maggie Ruch 2008 is pictured during a hike on the Ben Lomond Track in New Zealand 

overlooking Wakatipu Lake, the Remarkables mountain range, and Mount Cecil.
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Alumni Profile:  Nat Wittstruck 2001

Wittstruck is Creative Director in Graphic 
Design for Empire Entertainment
Nat Wittstruck 2001 is currently living 
in Brooklyn, New York, and works as 
Creative Director in graphic design for 
Empire Entertainment. Nat designs 
and creates a vast range of printed 
design work for Empire, and he has also 
worked as an as-
sociate producer 
on Empire 
events.
 
After working 
in freelance 
graphic design, 
Nat heard of 
an internship 
at Empire that 
brought him 
to New York. 
He has since 
worked his way 
up to Creative Director. According to 
their website, Empire Entertainment “is 
a global creative production agency that 
specializes in live-event, media and en-
tertainment productions on behalf of all 
types of clients.” Empire books concerts 
and comedy tours, works with video 
and film talent, works on staging and set 
design, and can provide full planning 
and coverage of major events. 
 
For example, Nat has worked on Presi-
dent Obama’s United Nations General 
Assembly reception in New York; he is 
currently designing the room that will 
host the 2013 Time 100 Gala; and he ne-
gotiated that the Empire State Building 
light up yellow for the Simpsons’ DVD 
launch in New York City.

“As Creative Director, I mostly advise/
drive client visions/event goals and raise 
client expectations and event aesthetics. 
By doing this, we hope not only to end 
up with strong work that we are proud 
of, but endear ourselves to a client as re-
sourceful, receptive, and forward think-

ing. But, non-conceptually, I’ve worked on 
everything from carpentry builds to email 
blasts; event layouts to stage design; scenic 
installations to specialty cocktail concep-
tion.”
 
Empire describes Nat as having a passion 
for “creative and concept-driven events.” 
Nat writes about a particularly memorable 
project:  “My best example would be the 
2010 Bravo TV Upfront. “Upfronts” are 
essentially parties thrown for ad buyers so 
they can pre-buy ad time on the network. 
The goal of this event was to change the 
Upfront experience entirely. Rather than 
following the general format of confining 
the event to theater seating with a stage 
program, we broke the mold and created 
an event that was a complete experience 
and not just a show. From the concept of a 
‘Bravo House,’ we divided up a raw venue 
into a series of rooms representative of 
the classic rooms of a house, creatively 
tied with applicable Bravo programming. 
So the Kitchen channeled Top Chef, the 
Closet became Project Runway, the Family 
Room became 9 by Design (*RIP*).  I also 
find it hilarious that all the Bravo ‘house-
wives’ have a derivative Warhol print that 
I designed. With their rich style guide, 
it’s always great working with Bravo to 
develop innovative and experiential events. 
They love pushing the envelope.”

Nat learned his love of art at an early age. 
After graduating from Asheville School 
in 2001, he went on to earn a Studio Art 
degree from Davidson College.

“I have always been interested in both 
the action and product of creating art. 
During my time at Asheville School, I was 
fortunate to study under the tutelage of 
the eternal Spencer Crawford. The man 
was truly one-of-a-kind and was able to 
achieve more personal relationships with 
students than some hall parents can. He 
even let me create the Art Studio Assis-

tant as an afternoon activity…I also 
learned that stellar grades could be 
accomplished through artwork, and as 
I was never going to get by on my math 
skills, I figured art would be a good way 
to stride through college, while letting 
other coursework be my outlet for curi-
osities and disciplines.”

Nat also believes that learning is the key 
to success for Asheville School students. 
“[For current Asheville School stu-
dents,] my advice would be ‘Never 
stop learning.’ During high school and 
college and beyond, it’s easier to see the 
linear approach to learning where you 
study just hard enough to get that grade, 
pass that test, earn that diploma. I’ve 
come to realize that the most enjoy-
able learning and deepest retention and 
ownership of knowledge come from 
genuine interest in the subjects or con-
cepts. These I still discover today, so I 
hope people seek out not only their pas-
sion, but find time for their curiosities 
and confusions. Also, enjoy your time 
at AS. That campus is truly beautiful…
I would prefer to be lying out on the 
Kehaya lawn instead of stuck in this 
monolithic city of steel and stench.”

Nat writes that his biggest milestone 
since Asheville School is his marriage to 
Mimi Wolff. 

“She is an interior designer from Rhode 
Island School of Design who works for 
Lee Jones textiles. She gets to design 
their showrooms nationwide, so her 
work has a similar amount of travel as 
my own job, which works out nicely. Af-
ter dating for 5 years, we were married 
this past November at her parents’ home 
in Captiva Island, Florida. Our wedding 
was everything I hoped it would be and 
we’re very happy.” 



Achievement  •  Spring 2013   39 

Alumni Profile:  Craig Hunt 1970

Craig Hunt, who graduated from Ashe-
ville School in 1970, has had a varied and 
exciting career. After his time at Asheville 
School, Hunt chose to go to Witten-
burg University, a liberal arts college in 
Springfield, Ohio.  

Hunt writes: “I’m a Hoosier and I wanted 
to get back north after having spent five 
years at Asheville School; I had entered 
in the second form. Wittenberg is a very 
highly regarded Division III school and 
I thought I’d be more comfortable on a 
smaller campus as well as have an op-
portunity to pursue some level of sports, 
which was a particularly rewarding 
endeavor for me at Asheville.”

Hunt majored in Bio-Physics and as he 
neared graduation, he worried that the 
job market in 1974 looked a little bleak. 
It was at this time that a “master sales-
man” of a Navy recruiter captured Hunt’s 
attention.
 
“Vietnam was winding down and the 
thought of joining the military wasn’t 
on anyone’s short list, so you know the 
recruiter had to be good. For recruiting 
purposes, he had at his disposal a T-34 
Navy trainer aircraft so, at his urging, I 
skipped a few classes, and we went flying, 
which entailed aerobatics over my par-
ents’ farm, and then I signed the papers.” 
For the next 18 years, Hunt spent his 
career flying the Anti-Submarine P-3 
Orion. He flew missions all over the 
world, including the Pacific, East Asia, 
Aleutian Islands, and off the coasts sur-
rounding the Indian Ocean.
 
“One mission I find fairly interesting 
entailed flying in the Sea of Okhotsk. 
This is an area north of Japan which we 
consider international water, and it is 
completely surrounded by Russian is-
lands and land mass except for a narrow 

corridor only a few miles wide north of 
Hokkaido, Japan, where we would enter 
to monitor Russian naval sea trials and 
submarine-launched missile tests; we 
were always under threat of being at the 
wrong end of a fighter intercept; being 
potentially armed with only antisubma-
rine and anti-ship weapons, we could 

only defend ourselves with a box lunch. 
So, on this particular mission we were 
directed to enter the Sea of Okhotsk, 
locate, track and collect acoustic data on 
the very newest and fastest Russian at-
tack submarine, the Alpha. At that time, 
no acoustic data had been recorded. We 
accomplished our goal and came home 
with the data.” 

After his time in the Navy, Hunt worked 
for 16 years in the High Tech industry in 
the Bay area. One day, Hunt happened to 
see fire-fighting aircraft in a mountain 
airport in the Sierra and thought that it 
could be great work for him.
 “I pursued it and in 2001 I dumped my 
coat and tie and got back into a flight 
suit,” said Hunt. “It’s great work if you 
can get it.”

 Hunt now works as a subcontractor for 
the state of California flying the S-2 T, a 
converted carrier-based Navy anti-sub-
marine aircraft. Flying the single-piloted, 
two-engine turboprop is seasonal for the 
summer and fall, and he flies over the 
landscape almost every day during the 
summer. For the other half of the year, 
Hunt works as a course assistant at the 
University of California - Santa Cruz, 
teaching General Chemistry and Organic 
Chemistry.

As to his thoughts on having such starkly 
different seasonal jobs: “I am very fortu-
nate to do both and hope to continue for 
many more years.”

Hunt thanks Coaches Carter, Brom-
ley, and Doc Embler, all of whom were 
instrumental in guiding him during his 
time at Asheville School.  

“Unquestionably, Asheville School pro-
vided great academic foundations and I 
credit Doc Embler for getting me excited 
about not only biology but science in 
general. I’d have to say Doc was by far 
the best bio teacher I ever had! And for 
me personally, what I learned on the 
athletic fields and basketball court from 
the likes of Coaches Carter, Bromley, Doc 
and Uncle Will has had carry-over into 
all aspects of my life. Playing basketball 
for Coach Carter and winning 29 straight 
games, including the undefeated 1970 
season, was very special. There were, of 
course, some ups and downs and I don’t 
think anyone realized how good we were 
until the season was half over and the 
pressure mounted. We were undersized 
but aggressive, well balanced, and ex-
tremely well coached, and we got it done. 
It was huge fun.”

Hunt Recalls his Adventures as a Pilot 
of an Anti-Submarine Aircraft

Craig Hunt 1970
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Hunt was involved in a plethora of Ashe-
ville School’s extra-curricular activities. 
He played varsity football, serving as 
captain and being named All-conference 
in 1969; varsity baseball; and varsity 
basketball, also serving as captain in 
1970. Hunt won Asheville School’s Best 

Athlete award in 1969 and 1970, and in 
1970 was also named Outstanding in 
Buncombe County and the best over-all 
high school athlete in Western North 
Carolina. In addition to his athletic 
achievements, Hunt was involved with 
Student Council and The Ashnoca, and 

was a Prefect and the President of the 
Senior Class in 1970.

Hunt advises current Asheville School 
students to “give it your best effort and 
enjoy the experience. It will be with you 
for a lifetime!” 

2012
 
Andrew Klepper
Andrew joined Jay Bonner and 
Glenn Mayes’ lunch table on Oc-
tober 19, 2012 to speak to students 
about ROTC opportunities. He 
spoke about the ROTC program 
in general and the UNC Air Force 
ROTC program in particular. He 
talked about his experience at 
Chapel Hill and how prepared 
he was for college after Asheville 
School.

 Natalie Kuehl 2012, Davie Boone 2012 & Sonya Robinson 2012 cheer on the Blues field hockey team. Natalie, Davie and Sonya 
cheered on Asheville School’s field hockey team during their game against Asheville High on October 5, 2012.
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Branscomb Receives Award of Merit

The Board of Trustees Welcomes Three New Members
From Staff Reports

Greg R. Close 2003, Mandy K. Helton 
2000, and Mary A. Robinson 2002 
have joined Asheville School’s Board 
of Trustees this year. Close and Helton 
join as Associate Trustees, and Robin-
son joins as an ex officio Trustee as the 
president of the Alumni Association. 

Close graduated Asheville School in 
2003 and went on to Winthrop Uni-
versity in Rock Hill, SC. He graduated 
with a B.A. in 2008. Currently a law 
student at Charleston School of Law 
in South Carolina, he will graduate 
with his J.D. in 2013. From 2008 to 
2011, Close served as a board member 
for the Boys and Girls Club of York 
County, whose mission is “to enable 

all young people, especially those who 
need us most, to reach their full poten-
tial as productive, caring, responsible 
citizens.” Since 2009, 
Close has served on 
the Harry Hampton 
Planning Commit-
tee in Fort Mill, SC, 
which works “for the 
promotion of educa-
tion, research, management and the 
administration of game and fish laws, 
which will benefit the conservation 
of wildlife, marine and other natural 
resources in South Carolina.” Close 
is also a member of the Charleston 
Jaycees, an organization that strives to 
develop leaders through community 
service. 

Helton graduated Asheville School in 
2000 and went on to receive her B.A. 
in 2004 from the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 
in Public Relations and 
Media Studies. Helton 
is currently studying at 
the University of Notre 
Dame for a Masters of 
Nonprofit Administra-
tion, and will graduate with an M.N.A. 
in 2014. Helton is the Assistant Direc-
tor of Development at The Lexington 
School in Lexington, KY. 

She is also a member of CASE: the 
Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education. 

Robinson graduated Asheville School 
in 2002 and went on to Harvard, where 
she earned her B.A. in 2006. Robinson 
continued her studies at the University 
of Virginia School of Law, graduating 
with a J.D. in 2011. She is currently 
an associate attorney at Roberts & 
Stevens, P.A. in Asheville, NC. Rob-
inson is a member of 
the Education Com-
mittee of the North 
Carolina Association 
of Women Attorneys, 
which strives to “build 
a strong community 
of women lawyers who make a differ-
ence in the profession and in society at 
large.” She is also a member of Project 
Grace, a volunteer project of the North 
Carolina Bar Association’s Young 
Lawyers Division and she is a Volun-
teer Attorney with the Mountain Area 
Lawyers program, an arm of Pisgah 
Legal Services. 

(from left to right) Head of School Arch Montgomery, Dr. Ben Branscomb 1941, 
Gil Prince ‘71, Board of Trustees Chairman. Prince presented the Award of Merit 
to Branscomb on September 27, 2012. During his visit to campus, Dr. Branscomb 
addressed students, parents and faculty about his 60-year medical career and his 
pioneering work in pulmonary medicine.
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Asheville School sophomore Perla Haney-
Jardine plays the lead role in Future 
Weather, alongside Amy Madigan, Lili 
Taylor, William Sadler, Marin Ireland, and 
Anubhav Jain. The film premiered at the 
2012 Tribeca Film Festival and opened in 
select theaters on February 22, 2013. 
Haney-Jardine, whose acting career began 

with Ziploc com-
mercials, is most 
widely known for 
her role in Kill Bill 
2 (2004) as B.B. 
Kiddo. She has also 
appeared in Dark 
Water (2005), Spi-
der-Man 3 (2007), 

Anywhere, USA (2008), Untraceable (2008), 
and Genova (2008). 
 
Future Weather, directed by Jenny Deller, 
is based on her short film Save the Future. 
Haney-Jardine plays 13-year-old Lauderee, 
who desperately wants to raise awareness 
about the environment. She is dedicated 
to an experiment on a tree near her house. 

Sophomore Perla Haney-Jardine stars in Future Weather

Why I give to Asheville School
By Tom Watson 1959

Just a few years ago, I think as part 
of an Alumni Council activity, I was 
invited to address the graduating class 
on the matter of giving back.  Here’s 
what I told them. 

As the twenty of us in the Class of 
’59 departed Asheville School, I can’t 
say I remember anyone mentioning 
giving back to the school. Most, if not 
all, of my classmates left believing 
they had received something of value, 
but I do not remember any formal 
ask for money. I remember leaving 
the campus feeling like someone was 
shooting at me, and I couldn’t wait to 
flex my wings and enjoy the soon-to-
be new freedom. On the other hand, 

I also remember feeling a hint of 
sadness that this part of my educa-
tion was over, and that it was time to 
move on to the next stage. Regard-
less of family resources, I think most 
college students believe they have 
taken a vow of poverty, at least for the 
first year or two. I also think giving 
back is a learned process, whether to 
church, school, United Way, YMCA, 
or Boy Scouts. I don’t recall habitual 
giving to the school until sometime 
in the late 1960’s. It occurred to me, 
after four years at Chapel Hill and 
two years for an MBA at the Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania, 
that the foundation I received at 
Asheville School made possible for 
me the successful completion of those 
two schools. I thought if I was cor-
rect about giving credit to Asheville 
School, then it was appropriate for 
me to engage in some payback. (I’ve 
also noticed that some giants of 
commerce in our country have come 
through Asheville School, and if they 
placed high importance on giving to 
our school, then so should I.) It seems 
to me, that if one begins to give habit-
ually, whether large or small amounts, 
those amounts will ultimately be 
significant. And so I began giving to 
Asheville School on a regular basis, 
and I even became a member of the 
Peck Society.

I think each of you should make a gift 
to the Annual Fund because Founda-
tions and generous private donors 
are as interested in the percentage of 
alumni support of the school as in the 
amounts. Some of us would prefer 
not to give at all, rather than send in 
$25, $100, or whatever amount we 
deem too modest. Well, I have given 
gifts as modest as $25 and as high as a 
$25,000 multi-year pledge with every-
thing between. I felt good about all of 
them. When a foundation examines a 
request from Asheville School, it will 
also inquire as to alumni support, 
both in percentage of participation 
and dollar amounts. All gifts matter 
and all gifts count. So, as you leave 
as alumni, come back as often as you 
choose, and join the ranks of those of 
us who continue to insure the ability 
of the school to provide a quality 
education and meet its obligations 
by covering the significant shortfall 
between tuition and expenses with 
our contributions. Thank you for 
beginning what we all hope will be a 
life-long part of your giving back to 
Asheville School.       

For more information about making a 
Planned Gift to Asheville School, visit 
www.ashevilleschool.org/plannedgiv-
ing, call John Thorsen at 828.254.6345 
ext. 4028 or email thorsenj@ashe-
villeschool.org.

Tom Watson 1959
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After her mother abandons her, 
leaving her nothing more than $50 
to live on, Lauderee is uprooted and 
moves in with her grandmother.
 
According to the website, “As the two 
women struggle with the mother’s 
disappearance, they inch closer to 
one another, finding brief moments 
of redemption and transcendence in 
an uncertain time. Future Weather 
expresses the pathos in saying good-
bye to what we love.” 

 

Asheville School artists entered the WNC 
Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Com-
petition over Winter Break. This nonprofit 
organization’s legacy dates to 1923 with a 
noteworthy roster of past winners includ-
ing Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Truman 
Capote, Richard Avedon, Robert Redford 
and Joyce Carol Oates.

Elizabeth Bleynat received a Gold Key 
for her oil painting, Beloved. After being 
exhibited in the Holden Gallery at the 
Asheville Art Museum, her painting will go 
to New York City for the National Scholas-
tics Competition.

Claire Hansen was awarded a Silver Key 
for her mixed media painting, Family Ties, 
and Margaret Anne Munday received a 
Silver Key for her fashion design, Gradu-
ation Dress. Their pieces were on display 
in the Holden Gallery at the Asheville Art 
Museum.

Three Students Win Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Read more School News on Twitter 

at ashevilleschool.org/twitter 

@ashevilleschool

Claire Hansen, Margaret Anne Munday, and Elizabeth Bleynat recently received 
awards for their artwork at the Regional Scholastic Art Awards. Bleynat’s work will go 
on to national competition in New York City. 

Perla Haney-Jardine is pictured during the winter 2013 production of  the musical, Cabaret.
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Studying the Songs of Freedom 
During Civil Rights Week

By Sheila Steelman

Associate Director of Communications

Every January, Asheville School takes time 

to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. by studying the history of the civil 

rights era. This year, students and teachers 

not only studied the history; they sang it. 

The sounds of freedom songs--what Dr. 

King called “the soul of the [Civil Rights] 

Movement” -- resonated across Asheville 

School’s campus in early January 2013.

“Freedom songs gave voice to the emo-

tions and aspirations of the Civil Rights 

Movement, and students of today need to 

know that history and those songs,” said 

Asheville School Humanities teacher Jim 

Gardner, who organized the special cur-

riculum. “Our program gave students and 

faculty a chance to increase our cultural 

literacy and learn more about this mighty 

river of songs, from Woody Guthrie to hip 

hop and beyond.”  

This year’s Civil Rights Week agenda in-

cluded museum exhibits, musical perfor-

mances from Sparky and Rhonda Rucker, 

The Beast, and The Carpenter Ants, a 100 

Songs March, and several workshops. Mr. 

Gardner was thrilled to have these per-

formers educate and entertain students.

“For me it was an ideal curriculum for 

students to learn through music. A lot 

of the original civil rights musicians are 

dying off, and fewer and fewer of them 

are actively performing. It was great to 

have Sparky Rucker here because he was 

involved in several civil rights groups,” said 

Gardner. “The Beast was recommended 

by English teacher Hannah Bonner and 
Humanities Teacher Jim Gardner leads the Songs of Freedom march near Asheville 
School’s Kehaya Lawn in January.
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Trustee Ann Craver, and The Carpenter 

Ants are old friends of mine.”   During the 

100 Songs March, students gathered in 

the dining hall, hoisted signs of individual 

song titles into the air, and followed Mr. 

Gardner’s lead around Keyaha lawn.  

“In researching, I watched YouTube clips 

of the 1963 March on Washington. I had 

not seen some of the footage until then. It 

showed people arriving in D.C., and the 

organizers talking to the marchers, telling 

them to march with respect while they got 

their signs together,” said Gardner. “If the 

100 Songs March got our students think-

ing about that even just a little bit, it was 

successful. It put them in touch with some 

song titles. That’s active and experiential 

learning.”

Students attended two workshops. Sparky 

and Rhonda presented “Mountain Voices,” 

focusing on their southern Appalachian 

and “Affrilachian” roots. Filmmaker Steve 

Mann talked about Mardi Gras Indians in 

New Orleans. Faculty and student work-

shops covered topics including gay rights 

anthems, African-American spirituals, po-

etry of protest songs, Bruce Springsteen’s 

“America,” women and protest songs, and 

many more.

“I sat in on Sparky and Rhonda Rucker’s 

workshop, but I wish I could have sat in on 

all of them,” said Gardner. “I was excited 

that our students took the initiative to lead 

workshops. Greg Hanich, Madison and 

Ben Fieldler, and Avi Goldstein all did a 

wonderful job. Several faculty members 

agreed to lead workshops that they knew 

very little about, which shows what a great 

volunteer spirit they have.”

Gardner, who has been invested and 

interested in music his entire life, also 

gained new knowledge while organizing 

this project.

 

“Music has been my introduction to 

culture and the world. I have tried to write 

my own songs, and seeing how hard it is to 

write about something that really matters 

gives me a greater appreciation for what 

those people have done,” said Gardner. “A 

great part of organizing it was learning so 

much. Going into more depth really taught 

me a great deal. I found Dr. King’s notes 

on what makes great music, and saw the 

program for the march on Washington. I 

didn’t realize how much the music played 

into it.” 

 

All participants were respectful of one 

another’s opinions and viewpoints, even 

when they disagreed. “One class was 

respectfully upset about things they had 

learned in workshops and articulated 

their arguments and disagreements,” said 

Gardner. “Even if they don’t see the impor-

tance of certain music and culture, if they 

are able to talk about it, then they are still 

learning. I saw so many students respond-

ing positively. I do want students to think 

for themselves, and if something disturbed 

them, they should articulate their resis-

tance.”

Students shared their newfound appre-

ciation for Freedom Songs immediately.  

Junior Kenny Hong (Seoul, Korea) taught 

himself how to play four of the songs he 

discovered during the week, and per-

formed them in the Music House, which 

proves Gardner met his goal of piquing 

students’ curiosity.

 

“Everywhere you look there is a need for 

topical songs,” said Gardner. “It’s not like 

the civil rights movement solved racism 

once and for all, plus we have issues like 

climate change, women’s rights, inequali-

ties, and gay rights.” 

With the plethora of social and environ-

mental issues this generation is currently 

facing, Gardner hopes that this curriculum 

has inspired students to delve into the on-

going world of social and cultural change.
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Students and Parents Join Faculty
in Pope Summer Reading Challenge

By Bob Williams
Editor

For the past six years, Humanities teachers 
Jay Bonner and John Gregory have joined 
colleagues, parents, students, and faculty 
spouses in participating in one of their 
favorite summer reading assignments – 
The John William Pope Summer Reading 
Challenge.

These devoted readers have discussed clas-
sics such as Melville’s Moby Dick, Tolstoy’s 
War And Peace, Don Quixote by Miguel de 
Cervantes, and last summer’s reading chal-
lenge – Virgil’s The Aeneid.

“Usually it’s a hearty classic that people 
have always wanted to read, but have never 

had a chance to read,” Gregory remarks. 
“It’s usually a classic from the western 
tradition that we wish we could cover in 
class, but can’t.”

Bonner describes the reading challenge 
experience as an opportunity for enlight-
enment. “Reading and discussing these 
books really gives all of us a sense of how 
inventive and witty and profound so many 
writers are, even though they are often 
viewed as stodgy. There’s so much life in 
these books. It teaches us so much about 
life: about dying and nature and living in 
this world.”

During this year’s discussion of The 
Aeneid, Paul Szurek, father of Ben 2015, 
seemed to have enjoyed his summer read-
ing assignment a bit more than in prior 
years, having participated in all but one of 
the Pope reading discussions.

“This one kind of flowed for me,” com-
ments Szurek, while examining a high-
lighted passage on his iPad. “When I was 
reading The Aeneid, I couldn’t help think-
ing that this is what may have triggered 
Danté to choose Virgil as his guy.”

Head of School Arch Montgomery, who 
also joined the school’s very first Pope 
Challenge, believes the yearly summer 
reading challenge is as helpful for teachers 
as it is for students. “I taught The Inferno 
and had not read The Aeneid and now that 
I’ve read it, I suddenly realize the gaps I left 
for my students,” Montgomery admits.

Bonner, who enjoys reading and rereading 
these classics every summer, reports that 
he’s often amazed by the response from 
the students. “It’s interesting to see which 
students are going to rise to the challenge. 

Associate Head of School Jay Bonner, Humanities Chair John Gregory, and Head of School Arch Montgomery hold up some of the 
challenging books they’ve read as part of the John William Pope Summer Reading Challenge.
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Alumni Weekend 2013
April 26 - 28

Register online at ashevilleschool.org/alumniweekend

• Thursday, April 25 - Founders’ Day Convocation - 7:15 p.m.

    Acclaimed author and illustrator Maira Kalman

• Friday, April 26 - LaZoom Bus Tour (downtown Asheville) - 5:00 p.m.

         Beer and wine (appetizers) at Paulsen Lodge for classes 1964 - 2008 - 6:30 p.m. 

         Cocktails and dinner at the Fall House for Old Guard classes 1929 - 1963 - 6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, April 27 - Don’t miss your class pictures from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on the Mitchell porch.

Having the parents there as fellow learners 
is a wonderful element of it, sending the 
message that we’re in it together.”

Gregory sees the challenge as another way 
to encourage students to read great litera-
ture. “It’s a chance for students to speak 
to us and 
their parents 
as peers. It’s 
almost like a 
book group. 
This is what 
we hope they 
will do later 
in life – join 
a book group 
and discuss 
the book over 
dinner. The 
students really have an impressive level of 
conversation.”

Gregory relates there are some books that 
he and his wife, Kate, have read out loud 
to each other over the summers, citing 
Moby Dick as perhaps his favorite of those 
they’ve read together. “I read Moby Dick 
out loud for her and it is just laugh-out-
loud funny,” Gregory recalls.

“It gives me a chance to 
read the books I’ve 

always wanted to read.”

Senior Ian Van Wye, who has been a Pope 
Challenge enthusiast since his Third Form 
year, looks forward to the challenge every 
summer. “It gives me a chance to read the 
books I’ve always wanted to read,” Van Wye 
declares. “It’s relaxing to be able to discuss 
the book over dinner. It’s a lot of fun.”

Fifth Former Alyk Kenlan concurs. “It’s 
nice to get new perspectives on entirely 
different genres than what I normally 
read,” says Kenlan, who would like to see 
the group read Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged 
this summer. “I had always had a curios-
ity about The Aeneid and the free dinner 
definitely helped to motivate me.”

Every year, those who choose to partici-
pate receive a complimentary copy of the 
book, a free Italian dinner in downtown 
Asheville, and a chance to discuss classic 
literature, Gregory observes. “The kids re-
ally loved Moby Dick and enjoyed War and 
Peace and other classics that are supposed 

to be dry and 
boring.” 

For Bonner, 
that intimate 
experience 
of discussing 
good literature 
over a good 
meal appeals 
to him most. 
“It’s a won-
derful way to 

engage people in an informal way. There’s 
no paper, no quiz. It’s just a chance to 
come and engage in the conversation. The 
fact that we discuss the book over a meal is 
its own closure and a metaphor that these 
books are food for the soul.”
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Project Connect Hosts Inaugural Summer 
Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies

By Jessica Bayer
Contributing Writer

On June 12-14,  Project Connect will host 
its inaugural Summer Institute for Inter-
disciplinary Studies on Asheville School‘s 
campus.   Project Connect is the love child 
between the Humanities Department’s 
unique curricular approach and a grant 
from the E.E. Ford Foundation.    The idea 
of a summer institute came from a vision 
conceived and developed by Head of 
School Arch Montgomery, Associate Head 
Jay Bonner, and Humanities Department 
chair John Gregory: providing a forum for 
educators interested in – and involved with 
– integrating curriculum across disciplines, 
with an initial focus in the Humanities.  
This vision is 
two-fold.  First 
and foremost, 
the idea came 
organically from 
the work the 
department has 
been involved 
with for seven-
plus years—to 
integrate fully a 
course of study 
which would be 
sequential and 
inclusive of the fields of literature, exposi-
tory writing, history, music, and art.  The 
experience of transforming previously 
separate English and history departments 
into one cohesive unit – made richer in 
content by the additions of music and 
art – gave fodder to the thought that 
Asheville School could be instrumental in 
helping other schools and other educators 
achieve similar goals.  The second impe-
tus to provide a forum for like-minded 
educators came from the realization that 
there existed no easy way both to access 
and to share experiences and information 
related to integrated studies.  In essence, 
the design of Project Connect is to connect 
schools, public and independent, inter-
ested in interdisciplinary work.
 

Of the connections already forged, Project 
Connect Director James Pharr notes: 
“For several years, through collaborations 
with talented 
teachers and 
administra-
tors at schools 
such as Lovett, 
Lawrenceville, 
and Hawken, 
Asheville 
School faculty 
members have 
been supported, 
inspired, 
and encour-
aged.  These 
schools have 

rich interdisciplinary programs and their 
faculty members have generously shared 
knowledge and resources.  We hope Project 
Connect will strengthen these wonderful 
collaborative partnerships.”
      
 On Wednesday, June 12th, Project Con-
nect will begin by welcoming  to campus 
keynote speaker and New York Times  
best-selling author Allan Gurganus.  Gur-
ganus will share a slide show and lecture 
which he delivered in 2008 at the National 
Portrait Gallery in Washington, DC.  His 
subject, Thomas  Eakins’ Portrait of Walt 
Whitman, is, in and of itself, a study of 
an interdisciplinary amalgam: a lecture 
and slideshow on a painter’s rendering of 
a poet, delivered by a writer of interna-
tional renown.  This topic should provide 

especially rich conversation, embracing as 
it does, tenets of  history and art and po-
etry.  Gurganus will end the evening with a 
question and answer session.
  
Over the course of the following day 
and a half, participants will attend both 
work sessions and case studies.  As Pharr 
explains, “The work sessions are intended 
to be participatory and practical.  In 
them, small groups of participants will 
learn from an educator with experience 
in a particular aspect of interdisciplinary 
education.  In addition, there will be time 
for participants, with the help of the facili-
tator, to begin making plans for imple-
menting new ideas in their classrooms or 
schools.  For example, in a work session 

on creating interdisci-
plinary assessments, a 
participant will learn 
strategies for making 
effective interdisciplin-
ary assessment, study 
models, and begin 
crafting his or her 
own assessments.  The 
case studies will be 
short TED-style talks 
delivered to the entire 
group.  The purpose of 
these talks is to expose 

participants to a wide array of ideas and 
approaches associated with interdisciplin-
ary programming.  We think these talks 
will inspire conversations and new ways of 
thinking about interdisciplinary teaching.”
 
The case studies offered include designing 
classroom space for interdisciplinary as-
sessment, taught by Laura Deisley from the 
Lovett School in Atlanta, Georgia; teach-
ing Calculus and Physics together, offered 
by Tom Taylor from Riverdale Country 
School; and creating schedules conducive 
to interdisciplinary work, taught by Ross 
Peters, Head of the Upper School at West-
minster School, and former faculty mem-
ber at Asheville School.  In addition, Chris 
Carter will present techniques that St. 
Paul’s School in New Hampshire has sus-

Allan Gurganus
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tained and developed its interdisciplinary 
program over time.  Dorothy Moulthrop 
and Julia Griffin from Hawken School in 
Cleveland will describe their freshman Hu-
manities intensive curriculum as a model 
for interdisciplinary learning.   Asheville 
School Humanities Chair John Gregory 
will present a work session on anticipat-
ing and managing the practical challenges 
which may accompany interdisciplinary 
initiatives.

In addition to hands-on academic work, 
participants will have several opportunities 

to enjoy not only the beauty of Asheville 
School’s campus, but the greater Asheville 
area as well.   While planning for extracur-
ricular activities is in the nascent stages, 
several venues and activities which will 
likely be on the roster during the two-day 
conference include a LaZoom bus tour 
through historical downtown Asheville 
and  an evening at locally renowned water-
ing hole, Pack’s Tavern.

In articulating his goals for the rookie year 
of the conference, Director Pharr hopes 
success will be achieved in three ways:  

“First, participants will come away believ-
ing more strongly in the value and poten-
tial of interdisciplinary programs, and they 
will pick up some new ideas that they can 
use in their schools and classrooms.  Sec-
ond, participants will make connections 
with one another that they will maintain 
after Project Connect.  Finally, I hope that 
every participant enjoys time spent in 
Asheville and on our beautiful campus.”

For more information on Project Connect, 
please contact James Pharr at:  Pharrj@
ashevilleschool.org.

Christ School Weekend 2012

Girls’ Sports Day 2012 

Daryl Brown 2005 and Jon Brock 2005 speak to students during
the Christ School Game 2012 Pep Ralley.

(from left to right) Adair (Sturdivant) Bard 2005, Michelle Brooks, and 
Louisa Peyronnin 2005. Adair and Louisa talked to students during the 
Girls’ Sports Day 2012 Pep Ralley. 
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By Sheila Steelman

Associate Director of Communications

French teacher Seth Buddy is doing what 
he can to help organize a service project 
that will collect care packages from advi-
sory groups to send to a U.S. Army platoon 
in Fob Shank, Afghanistan. The mother 
of freshman Megan Williamson is in that 
platoon.

Williamson’s mom, Sara Good, serves as 
a Chief Warrant Officer (CW-4) in the 
Army. Last year when Williamson discov-
ered her mom was going to be deployed 
to Afghanistan for a year, she knew she 
wanted to do something nice for her. She 
spoke to her teacher, Mr. Buddy, about 
getting together care packages for her 
mom’s entire platoon – a task Williamson 
describes as “doable” because it’s a small 
unit.   
 
“This project means a lot to me, and I 
know it will mean a lot to my mom,” 
Williamson said.
 

Asheville School Assembles Care Packages for Troops

Third Former Megan Williamson with her mother, Sara Good
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Many Asheville School faculty members 
also serve as advisors to a small group of 
students. Buddy supplied advisors with 
boxes and customs forms, and advisory 
groups assembled their own packages in 
February. Packages include everything 
from beef jerky to USB flash drives with 
video messages of students thanking the 
troops for their service. 

“Advisors have been coming to me to ask 
what they should put in their package, 
and showing me what they’ve gotten. I am 
sending a signed book from Jennifer Pharr 
Davis ‘01 because she came to speak to 
my class,” said Williamson. “It’s nice to see 
students realizing how they can help with 
community service projects overseas.” 

Buddy hopes to have the back of his mini 
van filled with 40 care packages on March 
7 to ship to the platoon. 

“For me, these people are not volunteers. 
It’s their job, they’ve signed on, even with 
the element of danger. Whatever you think 
of the war in Afghanistan, they are serving 
us and their country, and might make 
the ultimate sacrifice,” said Buddy. “It’s 
not pleasant over there. The salary is not 
enough and they need a morale boost.”

Students participate in different service 
projects based on their grade level, and this 
particular project shows them how they 
can go above and beyond the basic service 
requirements at Asheville School.
 
“When we introduce the service program 
to freshmen, we show them a water droplet 
falling into a body of water. It explains 
how even acts that may seem small can 
effect many people. Even though we start 
in the center with volunteering at Ashe-
ville School, they then move out into their 
communities and the world in the follow-

ing years,” said Buddy. “I had students who 
didn’t even know we still have troops in 
Afghanistan, so this project is helping us 
get outside of the Asheville School bubble.”

Buddy and Williamson both hope this is a 
project that the school can do again soon. 
Mitchell Cabinet, Asheville School’s club 
that focuses on volunteer work, is also 
helping coordinate some of the logistics 
with this project. 
 
“Whatever you think about the war, this 
transcends opinions. It’s bigger than what 
you think about the war,” said Buddy. “We 
can all agree that this is a way to serve indi-
vidual people who are serving us.” 
 
Buddy urges readers to create similar 
projects in their areas, and suggests visiting 
www.give2thetroops.org for more 
information. 

Asheville School students created cards and care packages for Megan’s mom’s platoon. 
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Seniors Named Morehead-Cain and 
National Merit Scholarship Finalists

From Staff Reports

Asheville School seniors Avi Goldstein and 
Ian Van Wye were recently named finalists 
for the prestigious Morehead-Cain Schol-
arship, awarded by the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
The Morehead-Cain Scholarship, es-
tablished in 1951, is “a four-year under-
graduate scholarship to the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, providing 
personal access to some of the world’s best 
professors, a diverse and thriving college 
campus in one of America’s most pictur-
esque settings, and the opportunity to 
take on leadership roles in a wide variety 
of academic, social, and service organiza-
tions.”  
 
This scholarship includes an annual sti-
pend that covers full tuition and all other 
standard expenses, a laptop computer, a 
fully funded, four-year Summer Enrich-
ment Program beginning the summer 
before the freshman year, and funding to 
pursue a “gap year” before starting col-
lege. The Morehead-Cain Scholarship is 
awarded to students based on four criteria: 
evidence of moral force of character, 
capacities to lead and motivate fellow 
students, scholastic ability, extracurricular 
achievement, and physical vigor as shown 
by participation in sports or in other ways.  
Both Ian and Avi have many leadership 
roles in addition to their academic suc-
cesses at Asheville School. Ian is a Prefect, 
treasurer of the Microfinance Society, 
editor-in-chief of the Ashnoca, and co-
editor of Logos. Avi is also a Prefect, and 
the president of Dance Club, and outside 
of school, he is a founding member of his 
band Skinny Legs and All and the Gold-
stein Family Band.

Both students have an abundance of 
ambition, and already have clear goals for 
themselves in regard to how they would 
utilize the scholarship, specifically the 
summer enrichment opportunities.  “I 
would be interested in exploring/studying 

developing economies in Africa as well as 
pursuing a business or finance internship,” 
Van Wye said. 
 
“I hope that the summer enrichment expe-
riences will give me the opportunity to dis-
cover myself through pushing my comfort 
zone, to impact communities around the 
world, to immerse myself in other cultures, 
and to have real work experience. I want 
to use my summers to grow intellectually,  
emotionally, and socially among peers who 
want to do the same,” Goldstein said 
 
Avi and Ian are invited to Final Selec-
tion Weekend at UNC-Chapel Hill for 
their final interviews. Recipients of the 
Morehead-Cain are selected and notified 
by March 8, 2013. 
 
In addition to his Morehead-Cain Schol-
arship finalist status, Van Wye has also 

advanced to the finalist round in the 2013 
National Merit Scholarship Program based 
on scores from national testing on the 
PSAT/NMSQT. 
 
Approximately 1.5 million students meet 
the participation requirements to be con-
sidered for a National Merit Scholarship. 
Of those, 15,000 make it to the finalist 
round to compete for approximately 8,300 
scholarships. 
 
Three types of National Merit Scholar-
ships will be offered in the spring of 2013; 
2,500 National Merit Scholarships awarded 
on a state representational basis, 1,000 
corporation-sponsored Merit Scholarship 
awards for finalists who meet their speci-
fied criteria, and 4,800 college-sponsored 
Merit Scholarship awards for finalists who 
will attend the sponsor institution.

Sixth Formers Avi Goldstein and Ian Van Wye
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Asheville School Swim Team Breaks Four School Records and 
Sets 26 Personal Records at NCISAA State Championships
Asheville School swimmers 
set 26 personal records and 
four school records while 
competing in the NCISAA 
State 3A Swimming Champi-
onships on Monday, Febru-
ary 18. The meet was held 
at the Greensboro Aquatic 
Center, and the competitors 
came from teams throughout 
North Carolina. 
 
To place into the NCISAA 
finals, swimmers won the 
CAA Conference Champion-
ship Meet and met qualifying 
times for personal competi-
tions. Swimmers participated 
in preliminary events before 
the finals in Greensboro, 
where the Blues set 26 new 
personal records. In the 
preliminaries, Kaylee Pierson 
set a new school record in the 
100 Freestyle, and she, along 
with Joey Kriegler, Michael 
Holowesko, Emma Zawila, 
Holt Mettee, Patrick Wood, 
Tae-Hoon Jang, and Nabiel Abuyazid 
qualified to compete in individual events.

In relay events, Asheville School boys’ team 
placed 4th in the 400-Yard Freestyle relay 
and set a new school record. They placed 
9th in the 200-Yard Freestyle relay, and 7th 
in the 200-Yard Medley relay. The girls’ 
team placed 14th in the 200-Yard Medley 
Relay, and 19th in the 400-Yard Freestyle 
relay. 
 

In personal events, Kaylee Pierson placed 
6th in the 100-Yard Freestyle and 10th 
in the 200-Yard Freestyle, breaking her 
own school records in both swims. Joey 
Kriegler placed 4th in the 200-IM, setting 
a new school record, and placed 5th in 
the 100-Yard Breast Stroke with a time of 
1:08, which would have placed him in first 
in last year’s NCISAA meet. Holt Mettee 
placed 13th and Emma Zawila placed 14th 
in the 100-Yard Butterfly. In the 200-Yard 
Freestyle, Michael Holowesko placed 4th, 

beating his personal record by 11 seconds. 
Bruce Hall placed 13th in the 100-Yard 
Backstroke, and Nabiel Abuyazid placed 
16th in the 200-Yard Freestyle. Tae-Hoon 
Jang finished 16th in the 100-Yard Free-
style.

In the NCISAA Championships, the boys’ 
team finished 9th and the girls’ team fin-
ished 15th in the state.

Asheville School swimmers celebrate after winning the CAA Conference Championship.

Asheville School seniors Jonathan 
George (Lexington, KY) and Matthew 
Gilliland (Montreat, NC) have been se-
lected as finalists for the Brown Fellows 
Program at Centre College in Kentucky. 
Gilliland is also a finalist for the Rich-
ardson Family Scholarship at Wofford 
College in South Carolina.  
 
“These are the premier scholarships 
at Wofford and Centre,” said Asheville 

School’s College Office Director Leah 
Lambert. “We are thrilled that Jonathan 
and Matthew have been honored as 
finalists.” 
 
Both scholarships include full tuition, 
room and board, summer opportuni-
ties, and more. George and Gilliland 
will travel to these colleges in March 
to participate in their final scholarship 
weekends.

Seniors selected as finalists for Scholarships at Centre and Wofford

Sixth Formers Jonathan George 
and Matthew Gilliland
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Appalachian State University *

Bates College *

Bowdoin College

Centre College *

The Citadel *

Clemson University

Colorado College *

Columbia University

Davidson College

Eckerd College

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Emory & Henry College

Emory University

Franklin College, Switzerland

Furman University

Georgia College

Georgia Institute of Technology *

Guilford College

Gustavus Adolphus College

Harvard University

Indiana University

Ithaca College

James Madison University *

Louisiana State University

McGill University

Millsaps College

New York University

North Carolina State University *

Norwich University

Ohio State University

Pennsylvania State University

Queens University of Charlotte

Randolph-Macon College

Rhodes College *

       Salem College 

Sewanee: University of the South *

State University of New York, Albany

  Stony Brook University 

Trinity College

Tulane University

United States Military Academy

University of Alabama

University of Colorado, Boulder

University of Dayton

University of Florida

University of Georgia

University of Illinois *

University of Kentucky

University of Miami

University of Michigan *

University of North Carolina, Asheville *

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill *

University of North Carolina, Charlotte

University of North Carolina, Greensboro

University of North Carolina, Wilmington *

University of Pittsburgh

University of Puget Sound

University of South Carolina *

University of Tennessee

University of Vermont *

University of Virginia

Vanderbilt University

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Washington & Jefferson College

Western Carolina University

Wheaton College MA

Willamette University

College of William & Mary

Wofford College *

Worcester Polytechnic Institution

Wright State University

Yale University

Asheville School College Acceptances 

*Multiple Acceptances

Class of 2013 - as of March 7, 2013
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By John Thorsen
Assistant Head of School for 

Advancement

As a student, I played soccer for Chuck Flournoy and Gene 
Hamilton on what is now the outfield of the baseball field.  I have 
many fond memories of practices in the mud, tight games, hill 
runs, and more.  During my years here, we added the lower fields 
beneath the tennis courts.  These were a nice addition which we 
used for matches and practices.

This summer, we will have the great fortune of adding two Ber-
muda soccer fields in place of the current single, lower field.  This 

will provide a tremendous improvement for the soccer program.  
Boys’ soccer now draws more than any other sport on campus 
except our running programs.  Adding more space and a qual-
ity surface will allow our boys’ and girls’ soccer teams to expand 
and become even stronger.  This new and upgraded facility will 
help us to attract interested soccer players, host tournaments, and 
prevent minor field injuries. 
 
We are fortunate to have the help of an interested and energetic 
volunteer who is lending his expertise and talent to this project, 
and for this we are grateful.  Come back to campus this fall or 
next spring to watch a game or kick a ball. We will welcome you 
back anytime.

School to Add Two New Soccer Fields this Summer
The Blues soccer program will benefit from two new Bermuda fields this year. 
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Everything and the (Bathroom) Sink:  The 
Endearing Work of Maira Kalman

By Jessica Bayer
Contributing Writer

My three children grew up listening to 
NPR, summering in Maine, and reading 
the books of Maira Kalman.  In truth, I in-
sisted upon reading them her books long 
after necessity dictated – I was as enthralled 
as they were with the irresistible and fan-
ciful collision of language and imagery in 
such now classic stories as Hey Willy, See 
the Pyramids, Ooh- la- la Max in Love (and 
the entire Max series which followed), and, 
my personal favorite, Chicken, Soup, Boots 
(New York City diner-speak for “soup to 
go”).  Her inspirations were self-evident: 
millinery (and all manner of sartorial flair), 
confectionery, botany, and dogs – lots and 
lots of dogs – all rendered in vivid, ener-
getic brush strokes.
     
In her TED talk from 2009, Ms. Kalman 
describes her work as embracing a trifecta 
of qualities:  “whimsy,” “imagination,” and 
“love of language.”  All three of these traits 
define both her books for children and 
adults – though her work for the latter au-
dience presents a more immediate sense of 
autobiography.   New York City’s Julie Saul 
Gallery, which represents her, notes on its 
website that her books are “…a narrative 
journal of her life and all its absurdities.”  
Seemingly, Kalman does not tailor her style 
to target a single demographic.  Perhaps 
this is why children and grown-ups alike 
revere her work – it is smart and fun all at 
once, welcoming life’s uncertainties with 
humor and grace, with a nod to its fleeting 
and melancholic properties. 
        
If there is a bridge that connects her books 
for children and those for adults, it must 
be her work for The New Yorker.    Maira 
Kalman has contributed both covers (in-
cluding the now famous map of the City, 
on which she collaborated with Rich Mey-
erowitz, where boroughs are labeled with 
such humorous monikers as “Fattushis” 
and “Botoxia” and “Kvetchnya”)  as well as 
full-page illustrations for the magazine—
often with only a single phrase or cap-

tion – seemingly torn from her ongoing 
playbook of observation.
    
Several years ago, Ms. Kalman’s work 
appeared in a weekly online blog in The 
New York Times. The Principles of Uncer-

tainty, in 2006-07, was followed by And 
the Pursuit of Happiness, in 2009.  Both 
of these blogs are now available in book 
form and offer a personal tour of her 
travels – documented in the form of mixed 
media:  paintings, sentence fragments, and 
photographs.

Maira Kalman will speak during Asheville School’s Founder’s Day Convocation on 
April 25, 2013,  at 7:15 p.m. in the Walker Arts Center’s Graham Theater. The event is 
free and open to the public with limited seating available. 

Photo by Rick Meyerowitz
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A true original, Maira Kalman is 
able to make anything her own: 
this quality is evidenced by her 
illustrations accompanying reis-
sues of both the food manifesto, 
Food Rules (2011) by Michael 
Pollan, and the classic writing 
manual by Strunk and White, 
Elements of Style (2008); indeed, 
Elements now appears more 
stylish than the thin, nondescript 
but completely indispensable 
paperback of my youth.   Kalman 
has kept her hand in the world 
of children’s literature with her 
recent illustrations for 13 Words 
(2010) by Lemony Snicket and 
with the young adult novel she 
has illustrated for Daniel Han-
dler (aka Lemony Snicket), Why 
We Broke Up (2011).
      
In all her work, Kalman expresses  
a child-like thrall  and wonder 
with the quotidian.  Her eye is 
equally delighted by a woman’s 
fancy Easter hat as it is with a 
blooming cherry tree, or a slice 
of frosted cake.  Often, the mun-
dane object is revered as a thing 
of beauty – see her painting of a 
Pink Pearl eraser in Elements of 
Style – now elevated, through her 
rendering ,to near-iconic stature.  
There is no ironic distance; she 
is delighted, and, by proxy, the 
reader is delighted.  Her work is 
a valuable reminder that it is in 
these miniscule tableaux and tiny 
moments that life reveals itself 
to be most poignant – and most 
worthy of being captured. 

At root, this is a democratic 
aesthetic as most of us have the 
ability to see beauty in our day-
to-day surroundings – whether 
we notice it is another question.  
We are lucky to know that Maira 
Kalman will always remind us to 
take a moment to notice--wheth-
er a floral couch left curbside or 
the chartreuse drapes at Monti-
cello or artist Louise Bourgeois’ 
bathroom sink.  Perhaps this is 
yet one more reason to be grate-
ful for her.  
      
  

One of Kalman’s illustrations from her book And the Pursuit of Happiness.
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A Time to Remember:  Four Asheville 
Faculty Members From the ’80s And Their 
Contributions to American Education

By Darcy Caldwell
Contributing Writer

In the 1980s, during a glorious time in 
their lives, four Asheville faculty couples 
lived together in Clarke House: Vance 
and Linda Wilson lived upstairs above 
Robert and Debbie Blair.  Mel and Laura 
Mackay lived downstairs below Tim and 
Rhonda McIntire.  Now, 30 years later, 
these couples remain close friends despite 
living hundreds of miles apart. Even as 
they fanned out to the West coast, the mid-
Atlantic, the Midwest, and the Northeast, 
they held to the friendship that had sprung 
up on the Asheville School campus in the 
years 1984-1986.  In the later years, the 
couples vacationed together and became 
godparents to one another’s children.   
They have an inspiring story of their abid-
ing friendship alongside their remarkable 
contributions to education.

Wilson, now head of St. Albans in Wash-
ington D. C., and Mackay, now head of 
John Bapst School in Bangor, ME, were 
the masterminds behind Asheville School’s 
first step toward combining disciplinary 
studies. The catalyst for the creation of the 
cross-disciplinary Senior Demonstration 
started one Sunday evening in 1984, Wil-
son recalls, when Headmaster Jack Tyrer 
invited Ted Sizer to Asheville School for a 
Sunday night talk.

 “Sizer spent the day at the school, and I in-
terviewed him for the school magazine,” he 
continues. “It started a friendship that kept 
going for a long time.  The word ‘demon-
stration’ was one of Sizer’s favorite words 
in his work. I think it originally came from 
Andover, and in the 18th century, it was 
one of the most common ways to prove 
your knowledge.   Mel and I were taken by 
the idea, and we asked ourselves:  Could 
we think of something that would require 
the students to demonstrate what they had 
learned?  We figured this would be a good 

Robert Blair

Tim McIntire
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antidote to the senioritis that happens 
every spring.  Also, we wanted teachers 
outside the department to participate.  

“Our senior course at the time was a classic 
British Literature class, but we decided 
to make the project flexible.  We wanted 
students who were inclined to study math 
and science to have something interesting 
to research, so we included works by think-
ers such as Charles Darwin and Bertrand 
Russell.

“Mel and I talked a lot, and we decided we 
could run a normal senior English class 
from January to June, but there would 
be no homework coming out of the class 

itself.  The homework was the Senior 
Demonstration.  We gave the students a 
list of 100 titles and asked other teachers 
to participate.  There were 50 seniors, and 
each demonstration was 20-30 minutes.  
Basically, we simulated orals in gradu-
ate school.  Students were responsible for 
reading 2 or 3 books, writing several five-
page papers plus presenting an oral and 
completing a final exam on the poems we 
studied in class. 

When asked what the obstacles were in 
creating the Senior Demonstration, Wilson 
emphasizes that the challenge was not 
from the administration or the faculty; it 
was standardizing the grading and fine-

tuning the process.  “Mel is deeply creative 
and very well read.  Creating the Senior 
Demonstration was a lot of fun.  As hard 
as it was, listening to orals all day long 
from morning to night, we felt that the 
students were producing really good work.  
I enjoyed it, and Asheville School was the 
perfect place to do it.”

Mackay adds, “Even in the ‘80s, we were 
worrying that kids were reading less and 
less.  Vance was actually teaching Middle-
march in those days in senior English. We 
were really putting the kids through their 
paces.  Vance was English Department 
Chair.  I was very much the junior member 
of the team, and I don’t remember if the 
Senior Demonstration had to get through 
a curriculum committee, but I will say that 
the school really empowered good teachers 
to be innovative. 

“We had a lot of independence. Headmas-
ter Tyrer was a long-time English teacher 
who valued what we knew and what we 
brought to the classroom.  And beyond 
the classroom, Asheville School was a very 
special place, a close-knit community with 
plenty of character.”

Something was in the air at Asheville 
School that would not let this initiative 
die. “It was not intended to be a signature 
work, but the school somehow kept it go-
ing,” states Wilson.  Robert Blair remem-
bers what a fledgling effort the Senior 
Demonstration was and how hard Wilson 
and Mackay worked to get it going: “Vance 
and Mel got a lot of people involved in it.  
I remember lots of folks being scripted, 
groomed, and enlisted to be a part of the 
Senior Demonstration.  Anyone who was 
there then would have a very clear memory 
of the implementation of that initiative.  It 
was good for the kids, and it was good for 
the school.  Jay Bonner deserves enormous 
credit for continuing to carry the ball.”

After Asheville School, Vance Wilson was 
appointed head of St. Albans School in 
Washington, D.C., known for its excep-
tional academics as well as for the moral 
and spiritual development it offers boys.  
Like Asheville, it fosters strong student-
faculty relationships and family–style 
meals.

Vance Wilson
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Mel Mackay, during his two years at Ashe-
ville School, taught English, history, and 
French.  He produced the alumni maga-
zine, directed the student newspaper, and 
wrote press releases. He was, in effect, the 
school’s publication director and teacher 
of three different disciplines.  And in those 
days, Asheville School had classes six days 
a week and 12 seated meals per week.

Now Mackay is head of John Bapst School 
and teaches AP English.  John Bapst is a 
hybrid school, public in terms of its stu-
dents and private in terms of governance.  
The students come from towns that are too 
small to have their own high schools.  The 
school is AP central for the state of Maine, 
and this year The Washington Post ranked 
John Bapst the number one high school in 
northern New England.

Says Mackay:  “Our school is a city school.  
We are plumb in the middle of Bangor, so 
we don’t even have a playing field, but we 
still manage to have a really strong athletic 
program and a big arts program, so we can 
give the kids in this region a real taste of 
what an independent school education is 
all about.”

Blair describes Mackay’s innovative work 
this way:  “Mel is all over Asia now.  He 
is incredibly visionary.   He has brought 
a boarding component to rural Bangor.  
Maine has those quasi-public and -private 
schools, and he has re-imagined what John 
Bapst School could be in that community.”

Wilson and Mackay were not the only 
two to go on to become school heads.  
Among many other accomplishments, Tim 
McIntire has led Albuquerque Academy 
and Francis Parker School in San Diego.  
Presently he works with numerous boards 
on creative leadership and governance; he 
leads conferences and workshops on equity 
and justice issues, and he works for the 
teacher-recruiting firm, Carney Sandoe. 

Robert Blair became head of Kentucky 
Country Day School and founding head 
of Louisville’s West End School, a board-
ing school for at-risk boys in grades 6-8.  
Having visited the Blairs several times now, 
Mackay describes West Louisville as demo-
graphically one of the most deeply impov-
erished city neighborhoods in America.  
He says there are spots where every third 
house is boarded up.  Though small, the 
school is like any other boarding school.  

When asked about his experience of 
founding and running West End School, 
Blair admonishes,  “I might change the 
verb in that sentence.  I am certainly not 
‘running’ anything.  I am the administra-
tor at West End School, and I like that title 
because the etymology of ‘administer’ is ‘to 
minister to.’  I am ministering to this and 
that and the next thing.  That is a better 
way to put it, I think.”

Blair’s idea for the West End School came 
to him after an experience with his Leader-
ship Louisville class in 1993. During a 3 
a.m. police cruiser ride-along which was 
part of the program, they responded to a 
call in the west end of Louisville in which 
a young boy was holding a knife to his 
mother’s throat. Later that night, while the 
officer was investigating a drug deal, Blair 
was left in the cruiser, which was soon sur-
rounded by a group of local boys harassing 
him. It became very apparent to him that 
night that those kids had extremely dif-
ferent prospects than the kids he worked 
with every day at Kentucky Country Day 
School.

Blair emphasizes, “You know, the impor-
tant thing is this:  I am not doing anything 
different now than I have done for the last 
33 years of my professional life in educa-
tion.  I am not doing anything different 
from what Vance is doing or Mel is doing 
or what Timmy did when he was head of 
a school.  I am just doing it in a different 
place. And it is really important to me that 
people see that.  Because if you view it as 
something very different or exceptional, 
then people are less inclined to say ‘Yes, 
we can do that, too.’ It is just a question 
of dealing with a different set of kids in a 
different place.  If you were to parachute 
into the West End School, it is a boarding 
school.  That’s what it is.  We have now 
opened a boarding-day school component   
We are going to have a pre-k through 5 
day school for boys, but the boarding 
component is 6, 7, and 8, and you would 
feel the rhythm of this day in the same 
way that you would at Asheville School in 
terms of when you get up in the morning 
and eat your breakfast and go to class and 
do your chores and mandatory athletics 
and supervised study hall, and lights out.  
All boarding schools are variations of the 
same theme.  West End School isn’t any 
different from that; it is just in a different 
place.”

Mel Mackay
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Founders’ Scholarship Program Recognizes 
Academically Gifted Boarding Students 

Director of Admission Morgan Scoville

By Bob Williams
Editor

Over the past five years, Asheville School’s 
Admission Department has enjoyed 
an increase in applications and interest 
from academically gifted students. And 
after launching a new merit scholarship 
program in October of 2012, Admission 
Director Morgan Scoville expects to see an 
even more competitive admission environ-
ment in the coming years. 

“This year, it’s turned out to be an ex-
tremely competitive group of candidates, 
despite unveiling the scholarships later in 
the admission season,” Scoville says. “We’ve 
seen some kids who have done extraor-
dinary things in terms of academics and 
some really outstanding scholars.”

The Mitchell and Anderson Founders’ 
Scholarship Program was established to 
honor Asheville School’s founders, Charles 
Andrews Mitchell and Newton Mitchell 
Anderson. Scholarships are available each 
year to those new boarding applicants who 
have demonstrated exceptional character, 
outstanding academic achievement, and 
influential contributions to their school 
community through service, the arts or 
athletics. In recognizing this dedication 
and achievement, these scholarships will 
further assist families in providing their 
children with an outstanding educational 
boarding school experience. 

Recipients will be awarded up to $20,000 
each academic year, through their gradua-
tion, as long as they maintain High Honors 
(3.7 GPA), remain contributing citizens, 
and participate enthusiastically in our 
afternoon activities program.

In its inaugural year, the Admission office 
received 40 merit applications, all of whom 
were highly qualified, Scoville says. “Next 
year, we’re anticipating that number could 
double. The merit scholarship is offered 
regardless of need, and is based entirely on 
academic achievements and contributions 
to community.”

With two to four merit recipients recog-
nized each year, Scoville expects to see 
the admission process become even more 
selective for student applicants.

“These scholarships can reach up to 
$20,000 a year,” he explains. “With the 
addition of the new science center this 
summer, we want to make sure we are 
continuing to attract great kids.”

Only boarding students are eligible for the 
merit scholarships and candidates must 
have high test scores and an outstanding 
academic record to qualify.

Merit scholarships are prevalent at board-
ing schools across the country.  Scoville 
notes that Asheville’s new Founders’ Schol-
arships are the logical next step for Ashe-
ville School after the success of the original 
Kehaya merit scholarships. The Kehaya 
scholarships were created for boarding 
students in 2008 and have awarded aid to 
many deserving students over the past four 
years.

“Merit scholarships are being offered at a 
lot of schools and we wanted to make sure 
we continue to compete with the other 
boarding schools out there,” Scoville states. 
“These new scholarships really help us rec-
ognize students of high achievement. The 
scholarship will ultimately enhance the 
resumé of those students when they apply 
for college. We’re really looking for out-
standing scholars and fantastic citizens.”

       Who is Eligible for a Merit Scholarship?
• New applicants for our boarding program

• Students with a record of high achievement in school

• Students who are enthusiastic about attending boarding school

• Special consideration will be given to students entering grades 9 and 10; however, 

  applications are welcome for students in all grades.

For more information visit www.ashevilleschool.org or email admission@ashevilleschool.org
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Asheville School Events

Sim Cross '72, Craig and Paige Jeffries (current parents), 
Mary Robinson '02, Frank Smith '59, and Mike '68 and 
Irene Stoll joined Carlisle Rankin '04 and Travis Price 
for a local alumni gathering at Green Man Brewery on 
November 29. 

Ben and Steffie David, Bob Freedland ‘67, Kelley Jones ‘90, 
Robert ‘87 and Rachel Jones, Rob Kehaya ‘05, Jean Graham 
Keller ‘95 & Connor Keller, Elsie Kelly, Katie Pope Guthrie ‘04, 
Jim and Sadie Price (parents of Kyle ‘93), Jay and Jeannine 
Squires (parents of Margaret ‘91), Henry and Margaret Temple 
(parents of Spence ‘94), Logan White (former faculty) joined 
Asheville School’s Jay Bonner, Carlisle Rankin ‘04 and John 
Thorsen ‘87 for an alumni gathering hosted by Whit ‘71 and 
Sharon Kehaya in Wilmington, NC, on December 6. 

Meredith Bryson and Mac McCallum met Asheville School 
young alumni in Chapel Hill. In attendence were PJ Eckerd 
‘12, Mary Pat Riddle ‘06, Ben Groh ‘12, Paige Madden ‘12, 
Kateri Madden ‘10, Mary Page Boyd ‘12, Brennan Harlan ‘12, 
Liz McKee ‘12, Dennis Kuzmich ‘10, Cheyenne Gill ‘05, Brian 
Becker ‘11, Kristi Lindsay ‘05, and Sonny Goodson ‘05. 

Penn ‘59 and Ginny Holsapple, Lisa Rapaport (current 
parent), Bryan Little ‘65, Art Chacknes (current parent), 
and Sandy MacIlwinen ‘80 (not pictured) joined Develop-
ment Associate Carlisle Rankin ‘04 at Barley’s in Green-
ville, SC on October 18. 

Assistant Director of Admission Mac McCallum met with 
several recent graduates from the class of 2012 - Marissa 
Wolf, Ryan Somogye, Christophe Agricola, Natalie Kuehl 
and Davie Boone - in Tuscaloosa, Al.

Greenville, SC Chapel Hill, NC

Asheville, NC

Wilmington, NC

Tuscaloosa, AL
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Tom Cheney, 95, died peacefully with his 
family by his side on September 24, 2012, 
at Evergreen Woods in North Branford, 
CT.  Born in New York, but raised in 
Cleveland and Gates Mills, OH, Tom 
entered Asheville School in the Fifth Form.  
He was Literary Editor of the Review and 
was very active in the drama program. 
In 2005, he contributed to our Archives 
several original Asheville School playbills 
from productions for which he built the 
scenery as a student.

After Asheville School, Tom attended Yale, 
earning a Bachelor’s degree in History in 
1939 and a Law Degree in 1947.  Tom had 
a long career in law, which he practiced 
into his 85th year.  He helped establish 
Davis & Cheney in Danbury, CT, specializ-
ing in estate and trust law, which expanded 
and eventually became the current Pinney, 
Payne, Van Lenten, Burrell, Wolfe & Dill-
man in Danbury, where Tom served as 
counsel for many years. 

A resident of Newtown, CT, from 1956 to 
1978, Tom was active in civic affairs and 
urban planning initiatives. Notably, he aid-
ed in the expansion of the local land trust, 
and he was instrumental in the adoption 
of zoning by the town of Newtown. He 
was counsel for the Borough of Newtown 
and par-
ticipated in the 
formation of 
the Newtown 
Historical So-
ciety. He served 
as Chairman 
of the Board 
of Trustees for 
the Newtown 
Congregational 
Church and 
served for 
many years 
on the Board of Directors of the Dan-
bury Hospital and Fairfield County Trust 
Company. 

In 1978 he moved to Morgan Point in 
Noank, CT, where he resided until 2007. 

He continued to practice law and served 
on the Noank Harbor Management and 
Zoning Committees. Tom enjoyed boat-
ing, astronomy and nautical lore; he also 
maintained a large hobby machine shop 
and was a talented furniture maker.   He 
enjoyed learning and was interested in 
history, culture and art. He traveled and 
documented these adventures in scrap-
books and photographs. He sustained 
family heritage and greatly valued his 
relatives. Tom was a Mason and a long-
time member of the Century Association 
and the Yale Club of New York.  In 2007, 
Tom moved to Evergreen Woods, a gradu-
ated assisted living community in North 
Branford, CT.
 
He was married from 1940 to 1950 to 
Anne Suydam of Bayport, NY. They had 
two children who survive him, Knight 
Dexter Cheney IV and Carol Cheney. He 
was married in 1952 to Phyllis Pannone 
of Riverside, CT, who predeceased him in 
1992. They had two children who survive 
him, Prudence Dorazio and Faith Schoon-
maker.

Alumnus and former board member 
Charles “Chuck” Arms passed away 
December 19, 2012, at the age of 97 at 
his home in Marion, MA.  Chuck served 
on our board from 1970 to 1981.  He is a 
member of our Wilbert Peck Society of 
those who have remembered Asheville 
School in their estate plans, and he was a 
member of our Tower Society with 30+ 
consecutive years of giving.  Chuck entered 
Asheville School in the Fourth Form from 
his hometown of Youngstown, OH.  He 
was very active with school publications, 
drama and other social clubs on campus, 
and he played several club sports.  

Chuck attended Yale, graduating with a 
B.S. in Business Administration in 1937, 
and began working in Cleveland, OH, as 
an engineer helper with Pickands Mather 
& Co.  In July 1939, he married his beloved 
wife, Betsy -- a storybook marriage that 
was to thrive and strengthen for nearly 
three-quarters of a century.  In 1969 he re-

tired as Senior Vice President of Pickands 
Mather and founded Financial Manage-
ment and Resources Company. He served 
as president of that company until his sec-
ond retirement 
in 1988.  

In 1979, he 
and Betsy left 
Ohio to spend 
their summers 
in Marion, 
MA, and their 
winters at their 
new home at 
Ocean Reef in 
Key Largo, FL.  
There Chuck 
served as a trustee and early president 
of the Ocean Reef Medical Center, the 
Ocean Reef Chapel, and the Card Sound 
Golf Club. He was also a 35-year member 
(and eventual resident) of the Key Largo 
Anglers Club. During his years in Marion, 

he served as a trustee of Tabor Academy 
and was a member of the Kittansett Club 
and the Beverly Yacht Club. For 15 years 
he was also chairman of his class Capital 
Gifts Committee at Yale, for which he 
received the Yale Medal for Distinguished 
Service and was named a Sterling Fellow 
of the University. In addition to his formal 
accomplishments, Chuck was a friend and 
mentor to children of all ages. He was a 
Pied Piper, always eager to share his enthu-
siasm for sailing, fishing, and tending his 
lobster pots. 

He is survived by his son Myron Arms and 
his wife Kay, his daughter Carolyn Young 
and her husband Skip Crane, his daughter-
in-law Margot Stone, widow of his late son 
David Arms, as well as by six living grand-
children and eleven great-grandchildren. 

In memoriam: Mr. Thomas L. Cheney, Esq. 1935
September 24, 2012

In memoriam: Mr. Charles S. Arms 1933
December 19, 2012
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Edward D. Burgess 1936
Ed Burgess passed away April 7, 
2012, at the age of 95.  He was born 
in 1916 in Scotland to an American 
father and a Scottish mother. Ed’s 
father, Charles, was an aeronautical 
engineer for the Naval Department 
in Bethesda, MD, at the time of 
Ed’s enrollment in the Fifth Form 
at Asheville School.  At Asheville 
School, Ed was on the varsity crew 
and track squads. 

Wilbert E. McClellan, Jr. 1936
Bill McClellan, age 94, passed away 
on September 6, 2012, in Bloom-
field, CT.  He entered Asheville 
School in the Third Form from 
West Hartford, CT, and lettered in 
football, basketball, track, and bas-
ketball.  He was awarded the Valier 
Award for Baseball in 1935.  After 
graduating from Asheville School, 
Bill spent a post-graduate year at 
Kingswood School (CT) before en-
tering Yale, where he was a starting 
outfielder and played JV football 
under then-assistant coach Gerald 
Ford.  After graduating from Yale 
in 1941, he served as an Army Air 
Corps officer in WWII from 1941 
to 1944.  Bill flew 34 missions in the 
Southwest Pacific as a B-24 bom-
bardier-gunner and was awarded 
the Silver Star, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross (for which Headmas-
ter Fall announced a whole Holiday 
in his honor in 1944), and two 
battle stars in the Asiatic Pacific 

MemoriamIn
Theater.  He is a member of our 
Wilbert Peck Society and a mem-
ber of our Tower Society with 30+ 
consecutive years of giving.

Bill spent the bulk of his career as 
a Marine Engineer at Electric Boat 
in Groton, CT, before retiring in 
1981.  His enthusiasm for sports 
continued throughout his life. He 
was an avid tennis player, playing in 
many tournaments, and at the age 
of 80 he had a #3 ranking in New 
England Seniors. In his younger 
years, he played tournament ten-
nis against both Gardiner Malloy 
and Bobby Riggs. In golf, Bill had 
his third hole in one at age 90. He 
was a long-time member of the 
Hartford Golf Club, the Yale Club 
of Hartford, the Old Guard of West 
Hartford, the 20th Century Club, 
and the Descendants of the Found-
ers of Hartford. Bill enjoyed travel, 
visiting Europe and the Greek Isles, 
but especially appreciated tours of 
the Holy Lands and the archeo-
logical sites in Egypt. He climbed 
the Great Pyramid in Gaza several 
times.  He is survived by a niece 
and nephew and their families.

Paul M. W. Bruckmann 1938
Paul Bruckmann passed away 
on December 17, 2012, at age 92 
in Mobile, AL.  Paul was born in 
London, England, and came to the 
United States in 1937, when he en-
tered Asheville School in the Sixth 
Form.  He was active in drama and 

played varsity soccer.  Paul was 
a current member of our Tower 
Society with 30+ consecutive years 
of giving. 

After Asheville School, Paul at-
tended MIT and graduated in 1942.  
While there, he met Ruth Smith, 
whom he married in 1943.  They 
were married for 62 years before 
her passing in 2005.  During WWII, 
Paul first served as an officer in 
the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve 
under the British Admiralty Del-
egation in Washington, DC. He 
subsequently served as an officer 
in the British Royal Navy in charge 
of acquisition of aircraft parts for 
the Royal Navy. He was stationed in 
both Philadelphia and Washington, 
DC, during the war.

After the war, Paul and Ruth lived 
in Mobile for two years, and then in 
New Jersey while Paul was work-
ing in New York City. In 1954, they 
moved back to Mobile, where they 
lived the rest of their lives. Paul had 
been a member of the Naval & Mil-
itary Club in London, the Mobile 
Country Club, the Rotary Club of 
Mobile, a local mystic society, and 
the Mobile Yacht Club, and he had 
served as Chairman of the Mobile 
Museum of Art. Paul was involved 
in various businesses over his life-
time. While working for a technical 
consulting firm in New York in the 
late 1940s, he obtained a patent for 
a blood pump for trauma patients, 
was responsible for the produc-
tion of the first defibrillators and 
stimulators for heart treatment, and 
developed apparatuses for asthma 
and polio patients. He enjoyed 
travelling, socializing, sailing, boat-
ing, golf, tennis, snow skiing, dogs, 
old cars, art, repairing anything, 
being in charge, and not fishing 
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on fishing trips.  Survivors include 
three sons, 11 grandchildren, and 
11 great-grandchildren. 

Jeffrey A. Cuddy, Jr. 1940
Jeff Cuddy passed away Feb. 4, 
2013, at the age of 92 after a short 
period of failing health.  He was a 
long-time resident of Manchester, 
NH.  Born and raised in Cleveland, 
OH, Jeff entered Asheville School 
in the Second Form.  He was on the 
golf team and the track squad and 
played varsity soccer.  But his great-
est avocation as a student was Art -- 
Jeff won the Art Prize all five years 
he attended.  After Asheville School, 
Jeff studied for a time at the Cleve-
land School of Art before entering 
the Army Air Corps during WWII, 
proudly serving under Barry 
Goldwater in Yuma, AZ.  After the 
war, he studied at Palmer School 
of Chiropractic, earning a Doctor 
of Chiropractic degree in 1948. He 
married Muriel Diversi the follow-
ing year, and they enjoyed 58 years 
together before her passing in 2007.  
Jeff ’s occupation as a chiropractor 
was short-lived, and he returned to 
the art world, serving as WMUR-
TV’s (Manchester, NH) first art 
director from 1954 to 1959. He left 
WMUR-TV to open Interstate Ad-
vertising Agency, which led to his 
position as the art assistant to Bob 
Montana, creator of the famous 
Archie comic strip.  Jeff was a two-
term trustee and member of Brook-
side Congregational Church, a past 
member of Manchester Country 
Club and Kiwanis Club, co-founder 
of Derryfield School and Sudden 
Pitch, a community pool and tennis 
club.  He is survived by two chil-
dren, two grandchildren, a sister, 
and two nephews. 

David D. Ketchum 1942
David Ketchum passed away on 
January 26, 2013, of complications 
from a fall taken during Hurricane 
Sandy at his beloved Ipswich, MA, 
home on Plum Island Sound.  He 
enrolled at Asheville School as a 
Second Former from Derby Acad-
emy, just outside Cohasset, MA, 
where he was born and raised.  Da-
vid served on the Student Council 
in the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth forms 
and as Class President in 1941.  He 
was also very involved with The 
Ashnoca in a variety of roles, ulti-
mately as Editor-in-Chief in 1941 
and 1942.  David was in the stage 
crew for a number of drama pro-
ductions, and he lettered in football 
and crew.  

After Asheville School, David at-
tended the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and served in the 
Navy.  During WWII he served in 
the Pacific on the PT tender Or-
estes, and during the Korean War, 
he was stationed in Japan.  He 
had a lifelong love of the sea.  For 
many years he lived and worked 
on Cape Cod at the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution and 
later at Ocean Research Equip-
ment; he also served on the board 
of the Upper Cape Cod Regional 
Vocational Technical School during 
its construction. In the 1970s, he 
moved to the Greater Boston area 
to join Electronics Corporation of 
America, where he worked until 
his retirement. During his years as 
an Ipswich resident, he was active 
in town affairs and was a member 
of the Ipswich Democratic Com-
mittee.  He was known as a prolific 
writer of Letters to the Editor of the 
Ipswich Chronicle. A lifelong sailor 
and an engineer by training and 
inclination, he spent his retirement 

improving his Ipswich home and 
engaged in endless projects beside 
and upon the sea.  Husband of the 
late Joan Gray Ketchum, his survi-
vors include his former wife, Nancy 
Wendell Ketchum, seven children 
and stepchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. 

N. Folke Becker, Jr. 1947
Nils “Folke” Becker of Wausau, 
WI, passed away on November 23, 
2012.  He had been diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s in 2009.  Folke was 
born in Rhinelander, WI, where his 
father, a Swedish-born immigrant, 
was President of Rhinelander Paper 
Company and a 2012 inductee into 
the Wisconsin Conservation Hall 
of Fame.  Folke entered Asheville 
School as a Sixth Former and was 
an athletic asset, participating in 
varsity football, basketball and 
track.  After Asheville School, Folke 
attended Northland College in Ash-
land, WI.  In 1956, he married Jean 
Boos, who preceded him in death.  
Folke enjoyed reading, downhill 
and cross-country skiing, golf, fish-
ing, hunting, and playing cards.  He 
and Jean spent much of their last 
years together at their cottage be-
fore her passing in 2010.  Survivors 
include two sons, a daughter, and 
their families.
    
 C. Scott Dickinson 1948
Charles “Scott” Dickinson of Galva, 
IL, passed away peacefully on Janu-
ary 5, 2013.  Scott was born in Chi-
cago and grew up in Hinsdale, IL.  
He entered Asheville School in the 
Third Form and participated in a 
wide variety of clubs and activities.  
He also played varsity football, bas-
ketball and baseball, being named 
team captain in 1948.  After Ashe-
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ville School, Scott attended Colora-
do A&M and graduated from Iowa 
State University College of Veteri-
nary Medicine in 1954.  That year 
he married, Margery Oles, his wife 
of 58 years.  After working with two 
other veterinarians for a few years, 
he started his own practice in Galva 
in 1958.  Over time, he added prac-
tices that he purchased from other 
veterinarians.  When the Galva 
practice was sold in 1998, he took 
his expertise to Elmwood, a prac-
tice he already owned. He treated a 
variety of small animals until 2010, 
when he retired and closed County 
Line Veterinary Service.  

Scott was a lifetime member of 
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association and the Illinois Veteri-
nary Medical Association. He also 
served as city veterinarian for the 
city of Galva, maintaining a system 
for handling stray and abandoned 
animals for over 40 years. He was 
recognized as an honored volun-
teer by the city in 1998. He worked 
with the Galva Puppy Fund to place 
homeless animals and was able to 
place over 150 pets with owners 
in the area over the years.  During 
the time when his son was young, 
Scott coached Little League teams, 
including the traveling team. He 
enjoyed yearly trips with family to 
Zihuatanejo, Mexico, and spending 
summers sailing and house-boating 
on the Mississippi River on “The 
Sand Dollar.”  His survivors include 
his wife, two children, and a grand-
child.  

David F. James 1954
David James passed away at his 
home in Tucson, AZ, on October 
18, 2012, after a courageous and 
dignified battle with esophageal 

cancer.  He entered Asheville School 
in the Third Form from Milwaukee 
Country Day School. As a student, 
he was very involved in The Blue 
and White, the Photography Soci-
ety (President, ‘53, ‘54), Mitchell 
Cabinet (President, ‘54), choir, and 
the Dance Committee (President, 
‘54). He was a member of the track, 
tennis (Captain ‘52) and swim-
ming teams, and he was a senior 
prefect.  David’s younger brother, 
Douglas ‘58, also attended Asheville 
School.  In recognition of a capital 
gift in 2000 from David and his 
wife, Bobbi, a plaque bearing their 
names was installed on one of our 
chapel pews.  

After Asheville School, David 
graduated from The University of 
Wisconsin, where he was a member 
of Chi Psi fraternity. His career be-
gan as sales manager of Pabst Mo-
tors, a Milwaukee foreign car dealer, 
where he also participated in sports 
car racing with Augie Pabst. He 
then held several positions in sales 
for Midwestern companies, finally 
as sales manager at Sterling Na-
tional Industries, Chicago.  David 
loved the lakes country, fishing and 
the woods. He was an accomplished 
flytier and trout fisherman. His 
interest in Native American culture, 
art and artifacts was matched by 
his interest in John Deere memo-
rabilia. An example of his modesty 
is that he often sold products to 
divisions of Deere & Co. but never 
mentioned the fact that he was the 
great-great-grandson of its founder, 
John Deere. He was a lifelong musi-
cian with an incredible ear, starting 
with the banjo, which he played 
with his brothers at age 12, then 
taking up the guitar, and settling on 
the piano, which he played for most 
of his life with Dixieland bands 

in clubs in the Midwest and for 
private gatherings. He is survived 
by his wife of 36 years, Barbara, 
two children, three stepchildren, 
four beloved grandchildren, and his 
three brothers.  

Paul W. Fraser 1956
Paul Fraser passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by loving family 
and friends, on January 20, 2013, 
in Bath, ME.  He came to Asheville 
School from Cape Elizabeth High 
School in Cape Elizabeth, ME.  
Paul enrolled at Asheville School 
as a Third Former and left dur-
ing his Fifth Form year.  His uncle, 
Paul Whitney, was a 1916 Asheville 
School graduate. Paul was on the 
junior football and swimming 
teams, and he participated in choir, 
The Ashnoca, the Astronomy Club, 
Photographic Society, and Dra-
matic Society.    

He was born in Boston, MA, and 
his family moved to Cape Elizabeth, 
ME in 1939. He resided in Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, and New 
Hampshire, only to return to his 
beloved Maine in 2000.  He attend-
ed Bryant College and Brown Uni-
versity, and he served in the Navy. 
Paul’s careers included banking, 
educational publishing, and design 
and manufacturing for the technol-
ogy industry. At the age when most 
men retire, Paul, along with his 
wife and daughter, opened the Bath 
Sweet Shoppe in 2004. It was per-
haps his most rewarding career. He 
called it “our Candy Ministry.”  He 
was active in the music ministry of 
First Parish Church of East Derry, 
NH, and Grace Episcopal Church 
in Bath, ME.   Survivors include 
Joan, his wife of 33 years, five chil-
dren, and nine grandchildren.  
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David R. (Coleman) Gregory 1977
David Gregory, 55, of Salisbury, 
NC, passed away February 13, 2013.  
Known as David Coleman while at 
Asheville School, he later changed 
his last name to Gregory.  He en-
tered Asheville School in the Fifth 
Form, transferring from St James 
School in St. James, MD.  He par-
ticipated in swimming and tennis, 
and greatly enjoyed mountaineer-
ing outings.  After Asheville School, 
David studied at North Carolina 
State University.  He was a lifelong 
member of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, where he served as both 
an acolyte and choir boy. David 
is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
Betty Price Gregory of Salisbury, 
and numerous cousins in England, 
Wales, South Africa, Australia, and 
Canada. 

William Whitman Triplett 1978
Whit Triplett passed away on June 
25, 2012, at his home in Oxford, 
MD, after a short illness.  Born and 
raised in Lenoir, NC, he entered 
Asheville School in the Fourth 
Form from Kent School (CT).  
Whit had several familial connec-
tions to the School -- his father, 
Roger Triplett 1950, and a brother, 
Clarke Triplett 1984, are both Ashe-
ville School alumni;  his late moth-
er, Betty (Copenhaver) Triplett, was 
the daughter of long-time faculty 
member William Copenhaver; and 
his uncle was alumnus Boyd Fall 
1950, the son of former Headmas-
ter David Fall.   At Asheville School, 
Whit was involved in mountaineer-
ing and played varsity soccer and 
JV tennis.  His alumni father and 
brother survive him, as well as his 
sister, two nieces, and many other 
family and friends.

Lawson Hayes III 1995
Lawson Hayes III of Spartanburg, 
SC, died unexpectedly on January 
11, 2013.  He attended Asheville 
School in the Third and Fourth 
form before finishing at Christ 
School.  His father, Lawson “Boo” 
Hayes, Jr., graduated from Ashe-
ville School in 1966.  At Asheville 
School, Lawson was well-regarded 
by peers and faculty members.  He 
lettered in wrestling, played JV 
football, and participated in moun-
taineering and The Ashnoca.  

Lawson graduated from the College 
of Charleston with a BA degree in 
Communications and was currently 
enrolled at the University of South 
Carolina-Upstate.  He was also a 
graduate of the National Outdoor 
Leadership School in Chile, South 
America.  He began his business 
career with Ferguson Enterprises in 
the management training program 
and served in the Plumbing and 
HVAC divisions in sales and opera-
tions management in Asheville and 
South Carolina.  Lawson’s special 
interests were his family, cooking, 
and all outdoor activities, includ-
ing camping and hiking with his 
companion Husky, Niko.  Survivors 
include his parents, his sister and 
her family, and his adored daugh-
ter, Catherine Jean “CJ” Hayes of 
Asheville. 



Important Upcoming Dates and Events

   

360 Asheville School Road
       Asheville, NC 28806

May 7    Charlotte, NC 
May 25                 Commencement    
June 25 or 26    Seoul, Korea     
June 28 or 29    Beijing, China     
June 30 or July 1         Shanghai, China      
July 3 or 4    Mumbai, India
July 7      Munich, Germany
September 1    Opening of School
September 27-28   Board of Trustees Reunion
October 4-5    Family Weekend
November 1-2   Christ School Weekend

Connect with Asheville School on:


