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Dear Asheville School Alumni, Parents, and Friends:

t is a pleasure to introduce our issue of Achievement magazine that features a cover article on
Residential Life.  Every school must have excellent academic programs, but in addition to excellence
in academics, a boarding school, especially a purposefully small boarding community like Asheville
School, must emphasize excellence in the areas that involve living, worshiping, eating, and growing

together.  We believe that some of Asheville School’s most enduring lessons are learned in the context of residential life
– in the dorms, the dining hall, and the chapel.  The immediacy of lessons learned in the context of close quarters with
others is compelling.  How do we resolve difficulties?  How can we be considerate of others?  How do we handle the
independence of living away from home?  Our students have always learned these lessons in Lawrence, Anderson, and
Kehaya, our three dormitories that define much of the residential experience.

Burt Gordon 1986 is our Dean of Residential Life, and he knows both as an alumnus and as a 17-year veteran
of our faculty the intricacies of residential life at Asheville School.  He is aided by the Deans of the three dormitories,
Jeff Galusha, Liz Wolf, and Michelle Brooks, all of whom also have extensive experience in the boarding school
context.  All of our on-campus faculty serve as supervisors in the dormitories, and so our entire community is vested
in the success of our residential life program.  I believe that our vibrant, healthy sense of community at Asheville
School is a reflection of these dedicated faculty members who give so much of themselves to our students.  I am
grateful to them for their service.

In addition to focusing on residential life, this issue of Achievement reflects the vibrancy of our whole
community in a variety of ways.  There is an article on our marvelous 2011 Varsity Football team, a celebration of our
alumna Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 , who holds the record as the fastest thru-hiker of the Appalachian Trail, a piece
about the special international accreditation of our Mountaineering program, and mention of both our marvelous
Civil Rights Week and our new Robotics Club.

This is a full issue, accurately reflecting the diversity of talent and interest that defines our extended Asheville
School family.  Behind the scenes, and not celebrated in this particular issue, our Board continues to work hard on
behalf of the school.  John Boland P ‘99, is leading us through a strategic planning process, and our entire Board is
galvanizing itself to renovate our three historic buildings.  I am encouraged by the spirit and love our alumni have for
our school as we saw in recent well-attended receptions in San Francisco and Los Angeles. I believe that our strategic
plan and trustee efforts to sustain Asheville School as one of the finest small coed boarding schools in the country will
bear fruit.  I am grateful beyond measure for the strength and commitment of our Asheville School community.  Go
Blues!

Sincerely,

    

Archibald R. Montgomery IV

Head of School

I
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Fromthe
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By Bob Williams
Editor

sk Asheville School students, faculty, and alumni how
they value their own residential life experiences, and
you’ll hear a variety of answers. 

Sarah Adzemovic 2012, a senior from Saudi Arabia, cherishes
the Sunday night hall parties she’s shared in Kehaya with 27 girls.
Van Brown 1965 thinks back to the time he spent in Anderson
Hall with his “surrogate parents” – Bill and Irene Hutchins. Bill
Dodge 1946 remembers times on the old Lake Ashnoca, where
he and his friend, Charlie Parker 1946, set off homemade
fireworks as 13-year-old boys.

Photographs from as far back as 1900 line the inside of Mitchell
Hall, illustrating the richness of memories that have continued at
Asheville School for generations. Yet no matter who’s telling
residential life stories, there’s one common theme, regardless of
the time period, that resonates with most — the people, the
friendships, and the community.

“To me, Bill (W.G.) and Irene Hutchins were the ‘Rock’ of
civilization, and WE were Asheville School Family,” recalls Van

Brown, who enrolled in the fall of 1962 as a second former (8th
grader).

Brown, who says he sat at the same dinner table during seated
meals with Bill and Irene Hutchins, describes Mrs. Hutchins as “a
quiet, charming woman whom anyone would be lucky to have
had as a mother.

“To my knowledge they had no children, which may account for
his brilliant wit and their unselfish compassion for other young
people,” Brown says. 

For Chuck Carter, Ron Bromley, and Doc Embler, longtime
faculty members who raised their families on campus, the many
friendships they formed with their students and colleagues is a
testament to the benefits of living at Asheville School. 

For years, Chuck and Tura Carter have continued to host alumni
in their home, and this year is no different, says Carter.

“During Alumni Weekend, we will have staying with us
Durwood Laughinghouse 1967 and wife, Connie, Van
Thompson 1973, and Lee McGriff 1970,” Carter says. “These
friendships were formed on our hall in Lawrence — way back

A
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Students today enjoy a Bingo Night in Anderson Common Room. 
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when. Recently, we had dinner with Greg Hall 1968, and we will
be with Dr. Bob Drake 1967 in Florida in March, along with Steve
Straus 1968. All of these guys remain friends with Tura and with
me and remain like family — all of this the result of being at
Asheville School. What a special place!”

As the first female student to live on campus, Judy Coker Sutton
1978 says her experience of living in the Fall House with Head of
School Jack Tyrer and his family differed greatly from the
boarding experience of her niece, Melinda Coker 2013.  Melinda
is one of 99 girls living on campus in a community that has grown
to 201 total boarding students.

“It was odd that there weren’t any girls at school really, as I had
only about six girls in my class,” Sutton remembers. “I didn’t have
as much social interaction with girls as the girls have today.”

Sutton describes her experience as much like living with family. “I
felt that I was part of their family,” Sutton recalls. “I would eat
meals in the dining hall like everyone else, but I didn’t have
routines as strict as the boys because I lived with the Tyrers. I had
a horse there and my brother Richard 1977 was already there, so it
seemed fine to me.”

Sutton, who works today at her family’s Cataloochee Ski Area and
Ranch in Maggie Valley, says she enjoyed the experience and
learned independence. “It was fun. It made me grow up and
become pretty independent,” she recalls. “I grew up a little faster
and learned to take responsibility for my actions.”

For Jessica Steele 2006, being five hours away from her home in
Hilton Head, SC, wasn’t always easy. But life as a boarding student
had many benefits, says Steele, a Fulbright Scholar who now lives
in Sacramento, CA.

“Being away from home is challenging, but I felt as though I had a
strong, built-in support structure,” Steele says. “The advantages
were forming bonds with students outside of the classroom. I felt
that I could confide in my peers, and I also had the opportunity to
mentor other students through challenging times.”

Robert Jones 1987, of Wilmington, NC, says his boarding
experience taught him “how to be independent and responsible
for myself. The fact that my parents were no longer around to
wake me up for school, feed me breakfast and tell me to clean my
room went a long way in helping me to become self-reliant,” he
says.

Burt Gordon 1986, a 17-year veteran faculty member at Asheville
School and Director of Residential Life, says he’s constantly
amazed to see how students support one another. 

“It’s inspiring to see the groundswell of support from students,”
Gordon says. “They are teenagers and they want to spread their
own wings. They want a safety net. They are supportive of one
another and it’s an excellent safety net the kids build for one
another.”

The fact that my parents were no longer around to
wake me up for school, feed me breakfast and tell me
to clean my room went a long way in helping me to

become self-reliant.” 

– Robert Jones 1987
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Gordon credits his own experience as a student living in
Anderson Hall as the reason he’s been working at Asheville
School 17 years. “I fondly remember living on Third Anderson
and having a great group of guys on my hall,” he says. “The
camaraderie and the joking around when Tim and Rhonda
McIntire were making 8 o’clock check was always fun. It’s the
little things that stand out to me, like times when Tim and
Rhonda would have a table of goodies and hot cider on hall
when we were preparing for exams.”

While the friendships and bonds remain as strong today as they
were during his time as a student, Gordon says today’s
residential life program has one distinct improvement – it’s more
programmatic. “It’s definitely more intentional than in the past,”
he says. “In years past, the prefects were selected by the
Headmaster and they didn’t go through the preparation and
training process that they experience today.”

Prior to 2000, hall parents didn’t have the benefit of attending
conferences sponsored by The Association of Boarding Schools
(TABS) and the National Association of Independent Schools
(NAIS), Gordon says. “This past year, we brought a keynote
speaker and expert on residential life, Carol Hotchkiss, to
campus to work with our faculty members and student leaders.
We have full residential life meetings regularly, and when our
students return from every long break, we meet with hall parents
and prefects and proctors.”

For some alumni, simply living on a hall with 25 peers taught
them effective interpersonal skills. “I think it was Asheville
School that taught me diplomacy,” says Clay Smith 1990, literary
director at the Texas Book Festival in Austin, Texas. “The people
who are living on your hall are the same people who are going to
be in your English class and on your football team every

afternoon. You learn pretty quickly that it is much more valuable
to get along with people and learn how to do that than not to.”

Other alumni, such as Larry Pless 1971, have witnessed the
increased quality of Asheville School’s residential life program
firsthand. Pless’s son, David, graduated in 2009 and is attending
Bates College. His daughter, Deane, is a fifth former this year. 

A dorm room in the 1940’s at The Asheville School for Boys.

Fourth formers Watts Shumate and Jim Raynor (right) take a break from studying
to throw the football in their dorm room in Lawrence Hall. 
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“Today we have a more vibrant
community, but the chemistry feels
different,” Pless says. “The core selection
today is just mindboggling when you
compare it to what we had in my day.
Today there is a palpable sense of
excellence, character, and community.”

Residential life at Asheville School has
certainly seen its fair share of pranks over
the years. Jones recalls one in particular
that still makes him laugh. “During my
first year, I returned to the dorm one
evening to find the contents of my entire
room had been reassembled in the hallway

– exactly as arranged inside my room.  I
don’t have a photograph but I wish I did.
Although I have my suspicions, it remains
a mystery as to who is responsible for this
prank.”

Steele also recalls some humorous pranks
from her time at school when “the guys in
Anderson flooded the shower area and
brought in a kayak.”

Arthur Rogers 1988 recalls one prank that
involved a vacuum cleaner. “One night I
was peacfully sleeping in my single dorm
room, unaware that a couple of the
'proctors' had placed a full-size vacuum
cleaner under my bed and connected it to
an extension cord that ran out of my
window and into another room,” Rogers
says. “Just when I had reached deep REM
sleep, they plugged in the vacuum cleaner,
and the loud roar nearly scared me to
death!”

As an international student from Saudi
Arabia, Adzemovic has at times struggled
with being so far away from home, but she
says the tight-knit community has helped
her along the way. “I was really shy, and
being here has brought me out of my
shell,” she says. “With the size of the
community, everyone knows everyone's
name and it's really more of family here
than I think other boarding schools might
have been. The teachers are always around
and you’re able to get to know them
personally as well as in the classroom.
What makes it really special to me is that
everyone knows everyone else. I really
thrive in a community setting.”

Mary Elizabeth Martin, Asheville School’s
Learning Center Director, grew up on a
boarding school campus where her father
taught for 40 years. A hall parent who lives
with her husband and two young sons in
Kehaya House, Martin says she enjoys
being able to know the students when they
aren’t in class. 

“Getting to know the kids outside the
classroom setting is extremely rewarding,”
Martin says. “I have many opportunities
to work with the academic side of their
world, but it's really fun seeing them excel
in other areas, whether it be sports or the
arts. It's looking at them more as a whole

person and not just as students. It's
wonderful to learn about their families
and to include them in yours and let them
become a part of that.”

With less than 100 days until graduation,
Adzemovic is beginning to reflect on what
has made her campus life at Asheville
School so valuable. “I really loved living in
Kehaya,” she recalls. “Those were some
really great times that we had. We had a
little family of our own in Kehaya.”

And that family experience is what
residential life at Asheville School is all
about.  n

The pay phone on hall in the 1980’s.

Girls hanging out on in the Kehaya House in 2002.
Jeri Powell 1995 and Shirley Irick Taylor 1993 in
their dorm room on Lawrence. 

Boys form a pyramid on hall in 1993.



By Bob Williams
Editor

Roger Harris has coached in state
championship games before, but with the
entire school community and an
enthusiastic crowd of alumni and parents
in the stands, and countless others
following the play-by-play on Twitter ––
this state championship game meant so
much more.

After beating a previously undefeated
Christ School team in late October, the
Blues went on to win two playoff games
against Harrells Christian Academy and
SouthLake Christian to set-up the state
championship meeting with the First
Assembly Eagles, a team that had captured
three of the previous four NCISAA state
D-II titles.

“I’ve been a part of four public school
state championships, and we won all four
of them, but the atmosphere we had here
was the best,” said Harris, of the
championship game played on a neutral
field at North Mecklenburg High in
Huntersville, NC. “Our students really got
involved and that’s special.”

For Malik Risher, who compiled an
impressive 1,700 yards rushing this
season, it was one thrilling ride. 

“It was amazing playing for the state
championship because even though we
lost, the fun part was getting there,” Risher
says. “We looked at everything we had to
go through to get to that point, and we
knew that we were making history. We
knew that we had everyone behind us.”

Hearing the cheers from the Blues faithful
certainly helped the team gain more
confidence in their own abilities, Risher
says.

“It was great to see our parents, our
student body, our faculty, and our alumni

proud,” Risher adds. “It was great to give
them something to cheer for. I feel like the
buzz we created was something that a lot
of the people here haven’t been part of in
a while.”

The success in football this fall certainly
had a positive influence on the
community as a whole. After a thrilling
Christ School victory at home and two
tough playoff victories, Harris said he had
every reason to believe his team would
win the championship game on a chilly
Friday night near Charlotte. His Blues

football team needed to drive the ball 70
yards in the closing minutes to claim the
first state championship victory in
Asheville School’s 112 years of playing
football.

“I was talking to the coaches on the
headsets with a little less than 2 minutes
in the game, and I said, ‘Somebody’s going
to make something happen and we’re
going to win this football game,’” Harris
recalls.  

The miracle season ended in a 14-10 loss
as time expired shortly after a Blues
receiver caught a deflected pass 7 yards
from the end zone. Although it was a
tough loss, Harris is proud of the team’s
effort, and the runner-up state
championship trophy earned in the Blues’
first state title game. 

“The most memorable thing about this
season is that someone different in each
game stepped up and made a play,” Harris
says. “You don’t find that on a lot of
teams. That made this year special. It
wasn’t two or three kids making plays – it
was everybody.”

He credits the 11 seniors for the success
throughout the season, defeating Christ
School and the public 4-A team, Enka
High.

“The 11 seniors – they were just great
leaders,” Harris says. “From the weight
room to being at practice on time and
doing the little things at practice. They’re
going to be hard to replace. They
mentored the younger kids.”

Beating Christ School 15-9 this year really
helped the players gain momentum into
the playoffs, Harris says. “On that
Saturday we unleashed a lot of emotion
that had built up for 15 weeks, and I think
it showed. There was nothing like
embracing that trophy. It’s special. And
hats off to them. It was a great football
game.”

Achievement Spring 20126

Blues play in state championship football
game for the first time in school history

Fourth Former Naeem Swinton (1),
pictured above, catches a pass during the
state championship football game. Senior
Malik Risher (20), righ  t, carries the ball
into the end zone to give the Blues a
temporary lead in the state championship
game.
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Harris recalls how much the big win
meant to alumni, faculty, and students.

“I had one alumnus come up and hug my
neck and he was crying,” he says. “I had
never met him before. That’s what this
rivalry means and that’s special. I don’t
think any other two schools in the United
States can say that. It’s a joy to be a part of
it.”

While 11 seniors are leaving, Harris says
he thinks the younger players are prepared
to step up next year. 

“They saw something special and they
want to get back,” Harris says. “After we
played the championship game on Friday
night, Saturday morning I came in and
there were 12 underclassmen in the
weight room and they said, ‘Coach, we’re

going back.’ They have worked ever since.”

As far as this year’s team, making it to the
state championship game and having the
entire school community cheering for the
Blues certainly is something the players
will never forget, Harris says. “It’s a
memory and a bond we’ll have for the rest
of our lives, and that’s what athletics are
about.” n
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By Sheila Steelman
Associate Director of Communications

veraging nearly two marathons daily, Jennifer
Pharr Davis 2001, of Hendersonville, NC,
recently broke the overall speed record for

hiking the Appalachian Trail (AT) in 46 days, trimming 26
hours off the previous record-holder's time. 

Before setting out to break the record in the summer of
2011, Davis trained with her husband, Brew Davis. In her
time on the trail, she and Brew learned how to navigate
the more difficult road crossings, and she trained by
running and hiking. This time, however, she said she had
three major advantages: being active and in shape, her
wealth of hiking experience, and her hiking and running
experience through specific parts of the trail.  

"I've learned so much from my time on the trail," said
Davis, whose record-breaking hike was her third thru-hike
of the Appalachian Trail. "The more I gave to the trail, the
more I took away, which made me decide I should try for
the overall record."

Jennifer grew up in Hendersonville and enjoyed day hikes
with her family. She and her brothers James Pharr 1997
and Jones Pharr 1995 all attended Asheville School. It
wasn't until after college that she began strenuous thru-
hikes. To date, she has spent two summers hiking the AT,
one summer hiking in Colorado, and another hiking
through Europe. In 2005, at the young age of 21, she
completed her first thru-hike of the AT. Davis has hiked
on six continents, and logged over 11,000 miles. 

According to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, the Trail
was completed in 1937 and runs through 14 states,
extending from Georgia to Maine. It is estimated that 2-3
million people visit the trail annually. Every year,
thousands of hikers attempt the thru-hike, meaning

beginning at one end and continuing non-stop to the
other. Only one in four actually completes the trail. It
takes an average of six months to finish the thru-hike, a
feat Davis tackled in about a month and a half. 

During her first thru-hike of the AT in 2005, Davis had
more than her fair share of hardships. She was struck by
lightning, had her eyelids freeze shut, and discovered a
suicide. These obstacles aside, Davis returned to the trail
in 2008 and set the women's speed record when she
completed it in 57 days, 8 hours and 37 minutes.
Following her completion of the trail for the second time,
Davis wrote a book entitled Becoming Odyssa. Odyssa, the
feminine version of Odysseus, is her trail name.  

Her brother James, a Humanities teacher at Asheville
School, explains how her trail name captures her love of
adventure, and he doubts she would ever settle for a life
without it.

“I think if you did not know Jen well, you might call some
of her goals unrealistic: her attempts at distance hiking
records, ultra-marathons, and even her goal to raise
enough money to keep a local special-needs camp in
business all come to mind,” he said. “Though she still
manages to surprise and amaze us with her
accomplishments, her friends and family know that Jen is
pretty much unstoppable once she decides to do

Davis 2001 breaks Appalachian Trail thru-hike record

A

Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 with her brothers, James Pharr 1997 (left) and Jones
Pharr 1995, both of whom accompanied their younger sister on the record-breaking
day. 

Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 with her husband, Brew Davis.
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something.” 

After two successful hikes, Pharr-
Davis was ready to conquer the trail
again in June 2011, and hoping to
beat her previous woman’s record,
Davis logged nearly 150 miles in the
first three days and averaged 47 miles
daily for the entire trek. Overcoming
shin splints, illness, blisters, severe
weather, and more, she completed the
2,181-mile trail in 46 days, 11 hours,
and 20 minutes, beating the overall
speed record by more than 26 hours. 

Trying to keep her load as light as
possible, Davis carried only snacks,
water, a cell phone and a rain jacket
for the majority of the hike. She
would occasionally have to carry a
tent and sleeping bag if she knew she
wouldn't be able to meet up with her
husband for an extended period of
time, but tried to limit her load as
much as possible because the weight
would slow her down. 

Her family was excited about her
attempt to break the record, but
understood it would be extremely
difficult. “Knowing Brew would be
giving his entire summer to
supporting her gave us confidence

that she would be taken care of and
also that she would have an excellent
chance of succeeding,” recalls James
Pharr.

She anticipated a lot of the mental
hurdles she would need to overcome,
but said she did not expect the
mental and physical difficulties to
become so intertwined. She gives
Brew ample credit for providing
support, encouragement, energy bars,
and new shoes when needed. 

"I had shin splints and physical illness
while hiking, and it affected my
ability to think clearly because there
was so much discomfort," said Davis.
"The biggest help was my husband.
He reminded me what I wanted to
accomplish, supported me logistically
and helped me keep my goals at the
forefront of my mind, even when the
pain was overwhelming." 

Davis began in Maine and headed
south, and she said this was
advantageous for her personally. By
beginning at the northern part of the
trail, she would get through the two
toughest states at the beginning and
would have more motivation to head
"home" towards the South. Since most

thru-hikers head north, Davis said
she did not spend much time with the
trail community. Her trail community
consisted mostly of people who were
there specifically to help her reach
her goals. She had several friends and
family members visit her along the
trail, including a friend and former
thru-hiker who lent her something
she is still grateful for. 

"One friend who visited me on the
trail was wearing ankle braces, and he
let me borrow them because of my
shin splints. He gave me his dirty,
grungy ankle braces, and I still have
them and don't plan on getting rid of
them," said Davis. 

Several family members, including
James and his family, also visited Jen
on the trail. 

James visited his sister and Brew
twice on the trail, and he enjoyed
gaining additional insight into what
their accomplishment means. 

“In Virginia, I felt pretty proud of
myself after keeping up with Jen off
and on for about 30 miles over two
days, but when I was rewarding
myself with pizza, she was still out on
the trail hiking her 46th mile of the
day. That was a humbling thought!”
said James. 

Both brothers, James and Jones,
accompanied Jen for the last 20 miles
of her record-breaking hike.  

"It was redeeming to have my
brothers there because it's taken my
entire family a long time to be
supportive of my adventures on the
trail,” said Davis. “To have them all
there at the end was really special.”

James felt honored to be a part of
Jen’s support system that included
elite athletes, devoted friends and
family members, and strangers that
have now become life-long friends.

“The fact that she let Jones and me
hike with her on the last day was a
huge honor and a wonderful memory.
We enjoyed that time to celebrate

with her and to be a part of her

Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 and her husband, Brew, are pictured with friends and family on the day she broke the
Appalachian Trail record. 
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amazing team,” he said. “It is still
really difficult for me to comprehend
what Jen and Brew did last summer.
Understanding what 47 miles a day
for 46 days actually means is like
trying to comprehend the distance to
the moon; it is just beyond anything
most of us will ever experience. Even
though I can't fully understand it, I
know it is a powerful example of what
can be accomplished with faith,
determination, and a great team.” 

Davis said the key to attaining any
goal is to "take one step at a time."
The previous record-holder set his
time seven years ago, and she doesn't
seem worried that anyone will beat
her in the near future. Davis explains
that several well-trained athletes
attempt to break the record every
summer, but many of them fail
because they have not planned
properly. 

"When you set a goal, to be
successful, you need to find the steps
to do so and find the people who will
help you. When I was in high school,
I set a goal of a 10K, then a half-
marathon, then a marathon, iron
man, triathlon, Appalachian Trail,
women's speed record and then
overall record on the Appalachian
Trail," said Davis. "It's a steady
process. It takes years of discipline,
training, and setting goals."

An advantage to pursuing a speed
hiking record was the amount and
variety of wildlife encountered on the
trail.  She began hiking in the dark
before the sunrise and continued
until after sunset, allowing her to see
many more animals than someone
doing a traditional thru-hike. 

"I had 36 bear sightings, a dozen
moose, skunks, porcupines, birds,

deer, snakes and all other creatures
you'd expect to see in the woods,"
said Davis.  

Not one for idleness, Davis has
already established and begun
working towards her next goal: a
second book, which she says, "at
times seems as long and tedious as
breaking the speed hiking record."

Davis received wide publicity after
beating the record; however, fame was
never what she was after. She was
featured in National Geographic, New
York Times, Men's Journal, and many
other publications. Even though this
publicity did help her professionally,
she is more interested in the
awareness it is bringing to the public
about the trail.  Davis hopes that
people will realize that going into the
woods and learning from it is a
positive experience. n

Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 said she had 36 bear
sightings during her time on the Appalachian Trail.

Jennifer Pharr Davis 2001 was featured in the New York Times, National Geographic and many other
publications after her record-breaking thru-hike.



By Bob Williams
Editor

When Asheville School fourth
former Brendan Smith set out
to write a letter to a living
scientist for an honors biology
assignment last spring, he
picked a cancer researcher who
he hoped could explain the
cancer diagnosis he’d received
as a 14-month-old child. 

“What caused my cells to
become cancerous while those
of my older sister, who lived in
the same home and shared my
same environment, remained
normal?” Smith asked in a
letter he wrote to Dr.
Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of The
Emperor of All Maladies.

For the next eight months after
mailing the letter, Smith would
not hear a response, but in
October 2011, he learned that
he would have a chance to
meet Dr. Mukherjee in
Asheville at the opening of the
new Mission-St. Joseph cancer
treatment center, thanks to the
help of Asheville School parent
and former trustee Candy
Shivers.

“What really struck me is that
our kids are exposed to rock
stars and sports heroes all the
time, but for Brendan to have
the chance to meet a real, live
cell biologist who is making
such an impact in the world is
pretty incredible,” said Cheryl
Gettinger, Brendan’s mom.

It was Gettinger who first
introduced Brendan to Dr.
Mukherjee’s writing when she
gave him The Emperor of All
Maladies as a Christmas gift
after hearing an interview with
the scientist on NPR’s Fresh
Air. While it wasn’t exactly his
most exciting Christmas gift
that year, Gettinger says

Brendan decided to read it a
few months later when his
science teacher, Laura
Lawrence, assigned the
students to write a letter to a
living scientist.  

“I thought it was an
assignment that a kid could
really take seriously and could
really learn from,” Gettinger
recalls. “It really depended
upon what level of energy a
student would put into it. I
was proud that Brendan really
ran with it.”

Ms. Lawrence says the
assignment encourages
students to write a letter to “a
scientist who is currently
doing research and has
published something they have
studied.  I want them to see
that science happens
everywhere -- not just in the
classroom,” Lawrence says. “I
want them to see that people
are still researching and we are
still learning things, and that
the textbook isn’t just this dead
material that we’re simply
regurgitating.”

Brendan remembers the
assignment being difficult at
first. “After reading the book, I
had a lot of questions that I
wanted to ask him,” he says. “I
thought the assignment would
be hard, but I enjoyed writing
the letter. Once I started
writing, I knew I wanted to
make it really good, and I’m
glad that I did.”

When Shivers learned about
the letter and the assignment,
she made sure Dr. Mukherjee
saw a copy of the letter. When
Dr. Mukherjee visited Asheville
in October as part of the
cancer treatment center’s
dedication, he made a special
effort to meet with Brendan
and his parents prior to his
speaking engagement.  

“Before you have a really
personal experience with
cancer, somehow you think
that maybe you can prevent it,”
Gettinger says. “When you see
the statistics that one in two
men will be diagnosed with
cancer in his life, it’s not
somebody else’s disease any
more. That is what Dr.
Mukherjee talked about when
we were there.”

Gettinger describes the
opportunity to talk to
Mukherjee as “incredible.
Brendan was a little bit
tongue-tied,” she says. “He was
all dressed up in his Asheville
School finest, and he was
aware that this man was really,
incredibly intelligent.”

Lawrence says it’s the first time
in seven years of assigning the
paper that she recalls a student
actually getting to talk face-to-
face with his scientist. “I’ve
never had anything quite this
cool happen when a student
gets to meet the scientist he
had written,” Lawrence says. “It
all started when Cheryl got
this book for Brendan.” 

Gettinger says she couldn’t be
happier with the challenges

Brendan has faced with his
academic work at Asheville
School. 

“I think Asheville School has a
wonderful program -- not only
researching scientists today,
but also having to write to that
scientist and using English
skills as well,” she says. “I think
that it is really important that
when kids are studying
science, they understand that
science is going on all around
us. Dr. Mukherjee told
Brendan that when he wrote
the book, there were 26 or 28
really specific cancer drugs
that kill only the cancer, but
don’t kill healthy cells. But [a
year later] there are 40 cancer-
specific drugs being used.
There are breakthroughs being
made every day through
research.”

And for Brendan, it was a
breakthrough just meeting Dr.
Mukherjee, says Gettinger.
“Brendan called it a 5-star
day,” she says. “He felt really
honored to have this
opportunity and I think it was
genuinely inspiring to him.” n
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Student meets Pulitzer Prize-winning scientist thanks to biology assignment

Fourth former Brendan Smith, center, stands with Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee, left,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “The Emperor of All Maladies” and Candy
Shivers, Asheville School parent and former trustee.



By Bob Williams
Editor

Wander into an Asheville School
classroom on most Monday evenings
and you’ll find a group of enthusiastic
students excited to see how they’ve
managed to transform a hunk of
metallic parts into their very own
robot. 

With the help of alumni and faculty
support, a small group of dedicated
students has organized a FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) Robotics
team at Asheville School. Lately,
they’ve been spending their free time
prepping for the NC FIRST Robotics
Competition (FRC) in Greensboro,
NC — a competition they don’t
expect to win, but which they hope
will teach them the skills they will
need to win at the national level.

After spending the last year and a half
studying robotics, fifth former Ryan
Do initiated the club in October and
worked with team members to build
the team’s robot. 

“One year of studying paid off, I
think,” said Do. “I formed the
Robotics Club in late October and
since then, builders have met every
Monday for an hour and a half, and
programmers have met every other
Saturday.”

As Do recalls, the process of starting
the club was daunting. “Everything
was challenging,” he said. “First of all,
we didn’t have enough money to
order the parts we needed. Therefore,
we had to work on raising money at
the same time. Since no one in the

club had dealt with robotics before, it
took us almost a month just to get
friendly with robotics parts and
programming.”

Ian Van Wye, one of the club
members new to robotics this year,
says he’s enjoyed the team
atmosphere, but agreed that the
process wasn’t easy in the beginning.
“I enjoyed learning how to operate
the robot, though it does come with a
steep learning curve,” said Van Wye, a
fifth former. “Additionally, I
appreciate the sense of camaraderie
among the members of the club. I feel
that we all work very well as an
efficient team.”

Although he’s still learning, Van Wye

certainly recognizes the benefits of
joining a robotics club. “Personally, I
want to improve my ability to think
critically in technical situations, and
I’d like to become more facile with
the technology that will likely define
the future of our economy,” he said. 

Thanks to financial support from the
Stonecutter Foundation, the Robotics
Club received the funds it needed to
send the group into its first
competition in 2012.

“Anything that intrigues an
inquisitive mind and develops the
mind is exciting,” said James Cowan
1963, president of the Stonecutter
Foundation in Spindale, NC. “If these
students get inspired by working with
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Robotics Club enters FIRST regional competition

Members of the Asheville School Robotics Club stand on the front porch of Anderson Hall with their robot. 

Students crowd around fifth former Robert Cook, of Rock Hill, SC, as he shows off the new robot that Asheville
School Robotics Club members helped construct.



electronics, it can lead to career paths
that traditional, more conservative
liberal arts curriculums don’t lead to.
This may work with only one out of
1,000 students, but if we can intrigue
that one mind, think of what we will
achieve.”

With the competition only a few weeks
away, the club members are learning
the intricacies of controlling their
robot and are practicing for the “big
game” with racquet balls, crates and a
bowling ball. There are a number of
rules to keep the game play
challenging. 

“They are extremely excited,” said
Charles Long, Technology Coordinator
at Asheville School and the faculty
sponsor of the Robotics Club. “I was
impressed and had more confidence in
their abilities once I saw the finished
robot.”

Long, who will travel to Greensboro
with the team, is anxious to see how
the team performs. “They have been

meeting faithfully and I’m actually
learning from them,” Long said. “I am
taking them to competition and
working with John Thorsen 1987,
assistant head of school for
advancement, to help raise money to
support it. We’ve also had support
from math teacher Larry Kollath.”

With the robot’s construction
complete, Do seems confident that his
team will perform well at the state
level. “I think our robot is one of the
best robots in North Carolina,” Do
said. “Now, everything depends on the
controllers. Even though it’s our first
year, I believe our hard work will
result in a good performance at the
competition.”

Fifth former Brandon Liang echoes
Do’s enthusiasm. “To be honest, we
can’t be more excited. It’s really joyful
and amazing to see our robot actually
work so perfectly after months of
effort. Just being able to work and
make innovations with my best friends

here can simply cheer me up. Besides,
robotics has always been one of my
dreams. It’s fantastic to see your dream
come true.”

Van Wye too is anxious to see how the
Blues robot performs in the grand
arena. “I am certainly looking forward
to seeing our hard work come to
fruition at the upcoming competition,”
Van Wye said. “I imagine that we are in
for a challenge, considering that this is
our club’s first year in existence,
though I am excited to see how our
robot performs relative to those of
other high schools. The prospect of
advancing to the national level
competition in St. Louis and
representing Asheville School is a
significant motivating factor for our
team.” 

To follow the progress of the Robotics
Club at Asheville School, visit the
club’s blog page at
ashevilleschool.org/robotics. n
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From left to right: Fifth former John Volquez, fourth former Daniel Do, and fifth formers Nabiel Abuyzid, Ryan Do, and Ian Van Wye test the robot for a regional competition
in Greensboro, NC.
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By Jessica Bayer
Freelance Writer

Artistic talent, like blue eyes and perfect
pitch, tends to travel the DNA braid.  Such
is the case with Asheville graphic artist
Philip Bell 2005.  Bell’s creative interests
were inspired at a young age in his
childhood kitchen –– not by aromas of
homemade cookies baking or soup
simmering on the stove, but by the odor
of wax that his mother, artist Laurie
Corral (Director of Bookworks and
Bookopolis in Asheville), often melted in
preparation for her paintings in encaustic.
Early on, Bell’s eye was excited by design
found in the mundane:  the pins attached
to his mother’s denim vest; an art
installation composed of forks affixed to a
table, which he saw in a studio of
Cranbrook Academy of Art, where his

mother was a student; or, even more
purely, the irresistible appeal of a simple
graphic command –– “Walk” ––
illuminated on a traffic post.  It was this
realm of icon graphics that Phil knew he
wanted to be a part of.

Most likely you have seen Philip Bell’s
work, whether you have known it or not.
Phil’s major career coup, thus far, in an
already impressive resumé which includes
work for such clients as Cornell University
and Rutgers Study Abroad, has been in
securing the commission to adorn the
large Moog Music headquarters building
near downtown Asheville.  His arresting,
larger-than-life graphic of a Moog
synthesizer has made the corner of
Broadway and lower Lexington an
international destination.  The sheer scale
and boldness of the mural make it hard to

miss –– especially if you are stopped at the
traffic light.  Reminiscent of both street
graffiti and the antic, dancing figures of
early Keith Harring (whom Bell cites as an
inspiration, along with Shepard Fairey ––
of the Obama “Hope” poster fame), the
piece positively vibrates with raw energy
and clean visual appeal.  The size of the
installation was such that Phil had to
create an installation key and then oversee
a crew on a cherry picker to ensure that
the panels –– some measuring a
staggering 33’ by 60’ feet –– were correctly
installed.   In addition, his affiliation with
Moog has yielded six different pieces of
apparel, posters, postcard books, and a
logo for their concert series, AHA AVL.
Most of this merchandise is available at
the Moog store at 160 Broadway.

Steal Everything: A conversation with Philip Bell 2005

Pictured above is a sampling of the design work by freelance graphic designer Philip Bell 2005, who is living in Asheville. Bell has designed posters and clothing items for Moog.

Alumni Profile



Phil would be the first to
admit that Asheville School in
general, and his former
mentor, longtime art teacher
Spencer Crawford, in
particular, had a tremendous
impact on him.    It was at
Asheville School that Phil first
realized that he could devote
the same sort of energy to his
art that he usually confined to
skate boarding.  The
opportunity to include art as
part of his regular, day-to-day
curriculum made it a
convenient and necessary
outlet and provided the
springboard for applying to
and being accepted at art
schools.  Phil chose to attend
The Maryland Institute
College of Art.

His senior thesis at Maryland,
an illustrated “Bill of Rights”
composed of a series of
posters in radial patterns, was
almost derailed; inspired by a
glimpsed fragment of another
artist’s work,  Bell found his
own originality called into
question.  Phil then revisited

the seen fragment and researched the
artist’s entire collection to better
understand the influence.  He
acknowledges the similarities were
uncanny and completely unintentional.

The experience forced him to consider the
importance of unintended appropriation
and influence which can sometimes work
at an almost unconscious level.  Phil’s
retooled thesis not only garnered  top
honors for graphic design at the 2009
MICA commencement show, but when
Phil then contacted the artist he had been
accused of plagiarizing, the artist not only
commended Phil’s work but advised him
to “steal everything.” 

It is this playful spirit of finding
inspiration everywhere and in everything
that keeps Phil on top of what is
“trending” on the web and in print
magazines.   Perhaps every artist struggles
with the imperative not only to “make it
new,” as Ezra Pound commanded, but to
make it one’s own.   Philip Bell embodies
this dictum beautifully.  n

Jessica Bayer is a freelance writer living in
Asheville.  She is manager of the School
Store at Asheville School and is the wife of
Associate Head of School Jay Bonner.   
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Philip Bell 2005 wears a new Asheville School T-shirt that he designed
for the School Store. Shirts are $25 and are available online and at the
School Store. Phil notes:  “The graphics are inspired by vintage rugby
jerseys with a sophisticated update.  The look is athletic and sharp with
symbols and sayings that echo the strong and healthy community of
Asheville School.”   

Philip Bell 2005 completed the above mural on the outside of the Moog music headquarters in downtown Asheville. 



By Chad Koehler 2012

Discovering good fortune
in our School Community

hink of everything you have, whether it be your own
possessions, your friends, family, school, or life.
Would you consider yourself fortunate? If the answer
is no, then I strongly suggest you think harder about
the question. Would you consider yourself fortunate?
Being fortunate is not luck, but purely a gift — a gift

that we all want to receive. 

I once knew a boy who was very fortunate himself. While he was
still in the womb, his mother’s water broke at 25 weeks. Rushing
to the hospital with a very premature baby on the way, his
parents were very nervous of what was to come and what the
doctors would say. After some time in the hospital, the mother
finally gave birth to the child two months in advance, but the
worst was yet to come. The boy weighed about 5 lbs. 6 oz. and
was 21 inches long, but there was still a very serious problem: his
lungs were not fully developed, and he was not able to breathe in
air. With a variety of tubes running in and out of his body, the
boy lay helpless in an incubator with his life on the line,
potentially slipping away at any moment. The doctors did
everything they possibly could to save the boy’s life, but couldn’t
seem to find any hope of this boy being able to survive. The
fearful doctors told the hopeful parents their analysis of the
child’s condition. Needless to say, the prediction was not good,
and his chance of survival was slim. The only thing that could
save this child was a miracle. The father, fearful for the life of his
first son, did what he thought he could only do, pray. Therefore,
one night around 2 a.m., he went to the small incubator and
prayed this simple prayer, “If it means taking years away from my
life for him to live, I will do so. Just give me my son.” 

The next morning, as the father arrived at the hospital, the
doctors had a different expression on their faces. They told the
father that his son had finally begun to make progress. His
oxygen machine had been giving him 100% support with his
breathing, and the number had dropped to 95% by that
morning. As the next few days passed, the number continued to
drop, and the boy began to get better and better. 

By the next week, the boy and his parents were happily home
and began to live their life together. When asked for an
explanation of how he got better, the doctors were in complete
astonishment and wonder. The only logical explanation for the

story was that it was purely a miracle. The father’s prayer had
been answered, and he became a changed man that day. This boy
was fortunate. He was born to die, but through faith was saved,
and despite all odds, lived. 

Whether or not it is a radical story such as this one, we all are
fortunate and all have numerous things to be thankful for. When
I asked you earlier to think about everything you have, I assumed
that you would think of your own personal belongings and
maybe your house and your family. But if you think harder, you
will understand the point I am trying to make. Look around you
in this chapel and in this school. We are fortunate to have warm
dormitories and a warm building to study and learn in. I
consider myself grateful every day for this school, what it has
done for me and the opportunities it has presented. 

A little over two years ago, I first started classes at Asheville
School. Before that, I attended North Buncombe High School, a
large public high school in the area. Halfway through my football
season, I realized I was not going to be given the fair chance to
play, and that the school wasn’t the right fit for me. I began to
look for other schools to attend. Finding no fit in any of the
other public schools in the area, I began looking at private
schools and found Asheville School. I toured, applied, and waited
eagerly to see if I had been accepted. 

While Christmas break rolled around, we began our Christmas
tradition of making Christmas cookies, and for some odd reason
my dad kept using blue icing for all his cookies. Puzzled, I kept
working on trying to win the cookie-decorating contest. Finally, I
looked up, and my dad was holding a tray of cookies with a
football in the middle with blue icing saying, “You’re accepted.”
Overcome with emotions and excitement, I didn’t know how to
respond. It was hard to think I would be leaving all my old
friends and my school behind to begin a new chapter in my life. I
had never been so nervous in my entire life when it came to my
first day of school. 

Everything was completely different, and so were the people. I
had no idea that this move would change my life as it has. If
someone had told me that moving to Asheville School would
make me a better student in the classroom, allow me to meet
some amazing people, and take me all the way to a state

T

“I asked God for strength that I might achieve. I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey. I asked for
health that I might do greater things. I was given infirmity that I might do better things. I asked for riches that I
might be happy. I was given poverty that I might be wise. I asked for power that I might have the praise of men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. I was given

life that I might enjoy all things. I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for. Almost despite
myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. I am, among all men, most richly blessed.”

- Anonymous

This talk was delivered as a senior talk in Boyd Chapel on January 16, 2012.
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championship with my whole school cheering my team on, I
would not have believed it. 

But those are just a few of the things that have happened since I
have moved to this school. Looking back, I know and understand
how fortunate I am to have found this place. It has challenged
me, and all of us, in the classroom. It is better preparing us for
college; it has presented me with the opportunity to go on and
live my dream by playing college football. Most kids do not have
such opportunities like these, and this is exactly why we are all so
fortunate to be in this place and to know what it offers us. We are
also fortunate to know the people that make up Asheville School. 

While moving from North Buncombe to Asheville School, my
biggest fear was how I was going to make new friends and fit in
with the school and my new teachers. I thought it would be
impossible, especially since I came in halfway through the year,
and everyone had already made friends. It was a completely
different atmosphere, and I was amazed at the diversity of the
campus and where everyone had come from. 

I felt a little awkward honestly because I was a transfer student
from a public high school, not a third former from the private
middle schools that many others had attended. Fitting in seemed
impossible, and starting at mid-year – not with football season –
didn’t help either, simply because I wasn’t around my teammates
the whole time. But I played basketball and tried lacrosse for the
first time. This is where I met the wild, adventurous Dessa and
the quiet nature of Desmond. Each of them helped me learn
others’ names and introduced me to some girls. Thanks, boys! 

I finished that year, and started off the next year with my football
team and met Malik, a relationship that was cut short
unfortunately, but that was made up for by an unforgettable
summer while he stayed with my family and me, and we made
countless memories that I will always remember. Then track
season, and the crazy French guy named Henry, who also has
become one of the friends I will always remember. Not to

mention the two craziest girls, Kendall and Cleo, who have
helped me in tremendous ways and have always been there for a
good laugh and great times. With the help of my friends and my
new teachers, I found a way to fit in and have never looked back. 

These people as well as many others became the community and
family that Asheville School speaks of so highly. This feeling of
family and being loved is yet another thing we are all fortunate
for. Many kids have parents who have passed away or are fighting
for their own lives this instant. They have no family, nor a
support structure as we do. 

We are also fortunate for our lives. If I were to tell you that
twenty 747 airliners crashed this instant, the whole world would
be in shock. More than 6,000 lives would be gone in an instant
and the devastation unbearable. These 20 planes did not crash,
but each and every day in Africa the same number of lives is lost
to AIDS, a fully preventable and curable disease. Unfortunately,
the world does not recognize these deaths, as they occur each and
every day. 

As this fact settles in, think of your safety, health, and wellbeing,
and you will recognize how fortunate you are to have your life. I
know I am fortunate for my life, because while lying in that
incubator at 5 lbs. 6 oz. and 21 inches long, my own life was on
the line. I was not supposed to live, but yet I am here today
giving this talk and defying all odds. 

It is easy to forget everything you have, everything you possess,
and everything that you are so fortunate for, but with conviction,
I encourage you to remember how fortunate you really are.
Whether it comes from this incredible school we have, the people
in your life that influence you, or just the fact that your heart is
beating in your chest right now, never forget what you have and
never take anything for granted, for it could be gone in an
instant. As Desmond read in the quotation, I, as well as all of us,
among all men, am most richly blessed. n
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n April 20, 2011, my wife
Tania and I strapped a sea
kayak to the top of our van

and drove 11 hours to Tampa, FL. In two
days I would attempt the 24-mile swim
that covers the entire length of Tampa
Bay.  When we arrived, I was excited and
nervous; I felt ready. 

When asked, “Why?” I am not sure that I
have a great answer — except to say that
the entire experience was worthwhile.  I
talk with the Asheville School swimmers
about the rewards of setting challenging
goals and following through with a plan.
I decided to swim Tampa Bay to
experience those same rewards.  In other
words, I did it for myself.  

The wind, waves, sun and currents are all
unique to open-water swimming.  It is
awesome to look up and see nothing but
water all the way to the horizon.  In my
three long-distance swims (first around
Franklin Island in Georgian Bay; then
around Key West, FL, and finally Tampa
Bay), and in dozens of training swims, I
have had some pretty cool experiences.  

I have a vivid memory of swimming
through a school of more than 100
tarpon, all about five feet long. I have
been next to sea turtles, and at one point
in Tampa Bay, I was in the middle of a
pod of dolphins.  In murky waters, I have
felt my fingers gently brush some unseen
creature.   

My wife recalls once seeing a relatively
large shark swim between the beach and
me, and on another occasion I had to
scramble back to shore when I was caught
in the middle of a thunderstorm.  There
have been the occasional jellyfish stings
and swims through mats of sea grass.
Open-water swimming awakens my
senses and makes me feel that I am part of
something bigger.

The hard part was not the swim itself, but
the preparation — both mental and
physical.  The decision to take on a
marathon swim is not reached on a whim.
My friend Tom Sherry and I swam a 12.5-
mile race around Key West in 2009, and
that swim inspired both of us to consider
Tampa Bay.  In early September 2010, we
mentioned the plan to Andrew Pulsifer,
the coach of the Asheville Masters Swim
team.   After warning us that we would
need to train hard or risk being injured or
not finishing, Andrew mapped out a
practice schedule that included months of
training. 

I committed to the swim in mid-
November; the  turning point for me
came with a 12,000-yard practice with my
son, Joey.  Tom and I began to swim daily,
gradually building up our duration and
distance.  In February we were completing
four-hour practices, and by March we
were up to five and six hours.  In a few

long sessions we were reaching 20,000
yards;  in one week in March, I logged
over 70,000 yards (about 40 miles).  

My wife “agreed” to serve as my co-pilot
for the swim.  Tania’s role was to kayak
with me and to keep me on course.  I
can’t give her enough credit — she
endured a long, hard day also.   We started
while the sky was still dark, with four-foot
waves and an overcast sky.  Fortunately,
the weather cleared and the waves and
currents were not a problem for us.   We
were nearly out of sight of land for about
four hours, and for much of the swim, the
Tampa skyline was barely visible. 

I realized during the swim that every bit
of the training had been necessary.  My
shoulders started to ache after three hours
and the throbbing continued for the next
seven, but I had felt this discomfort
several times during my training. I knew I
could keep swimming with some extra

By Frank Kriegler, Chair of the Science Department and Swimming Coach

O

Going for a swim in Tampa Bay –
A marathon with many challenges
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doses of ibuprofen.  My biggest concern
was dehydration.  In her kayak next to me,
Tania kept me on a strict feeding
schedule.  I consumed about five gallons
of fluid and ate about 4000 calories of
Snickers bars, turkey, bananas, oranges,
and Hammer gel while treading water
next to Tania’s craft. 

When I started this journey, I had no idea
how it would turn out.  So many obstacles
could have prevented me from

finishing –– and I take a great deal of
personal pride in accomplishing my goal.
My final time of 10 hours and five
minutes placed me fourth in a field of 20
competitors.  Tom placed second about 20
minutes ahead of me.  Waiting at the
finish line for fellow competitors and
congratulating them as they came in was
almost as memorable as the swim itself.
Some of the other swimmers had
completed other major swims or had
plans to do so.   I met two people who

had swum the English Channel, a few who
had swum from Catalina Island to the
mainland of California, and a couple
others who had swum the distance around
Manhattan Island.  Sharing stories with
these folks was inspiring.  

What is my next goal?  This summer, I
plan to return to Florida for the Key West
swim again.  This time, our son Joey
Kriegler 2015 and daughter Abby, age 11,
will join me as a relay. n



fter an hour’s drive on a winding, curving mountain
road, we turned left onto a gravel driveway.  The layout
was quintessential rural Italian - a small piazza
surrounded by ‘rustic villas’; a crisp, clear pool; and

flowers – there are always colorful flowers.  To the right of the
piazza was a hillside of olive trees and to the left, the town
perched upon a hill.   

Where were we?  And who are we? 

Our Rotary Group Study Exchange (GSE) team was at Le
Puzelle, an agriturismo in Santa Severina, Italy.  

During May 2010, a group of five young professionals, composed
of four non-Rotarian team members and one Rotarian team
leader, from Rotary District 7330 in Southwestern Pennsylvania
traveled throughout Rotary District 2100 in Southern Italy.   A
month earlier, a team from Italy had visited Pennsylvania.  The
Rotary Foundation’s GSE program is an international cultural
and vocational exchange opportunity for those in the early stages
of their careers.   During the month of May, we learned about
southern Italian culture and organizations, while developing
personal and professional relationships.  

My Italian lessons were plentiful, but the one that continually
resonates in my mind is the concept of Agriturismo (agritourism

in English).  In 1985 the Italian government combined the words
for agriculture and tourism to define it as a style of vacationing
on small farms.  This initiative stemmed from a decades-long
decline of small-scale farming, but with recognition of the need
to preserve the rich Italian traditions of quality small-scale
production.  Agriturismo enables farmers to earn additional
income while visitors experience the joy of living and feasting on
a farm.  

During our travels, we stayed at Seliano in Paestum and Le
Puzelle in Santa Severina.  We ate an amazing 5-course pranzo
(lunch) at Al Gallo che Canta in Cosenza.  Each of these places
offers accommodations and an on-site restaurant serving
products from their fields and gardens.  All three places give a
unique feel with their styles reflecting their respective local areas.
In talking with the owners (whom we always met because these
are family-run operations), we learned their stories of how they
(or their ancestors hundreds of years ago) started their farm and
what intrigued them about welcoming visitors.

The spunky Italian owner of Al Gallo che Canta informed us that
he is able to incorporate a bed-and-breakfast and restaurant on
his farm because he receives government support; the
government considers agriculture an important way to stimulate
the particularly weak economy in the South of Italy. To qualify
for assistance, he must produce on site 75% of what he serves in
his restaurant; he grows heirloom varieties of vegetables and

Let there be Agriturismo: Everyone Eats!

A
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This is an adaptation of an article previously written for the Connellsville Crossroads Magazine.  

Working with the Trail Towns along
the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP)

My background in Environmental Science (B.S. UNC-
Chapel Hill 2006) and Infrastructure Planning (M.Sc.
University of Groningen – Netherlands 2008) has guided me
into my profession of Community Development.  From

December 2008 through February 2012, I led
a 9-person corps that works for sustainable
development in the Trail Towns along the
Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) bicycle trail
and River Towns along the Monongahela
River.  

The GAP is a rail-trail passage that stretches
from Pittsburgh, PA to Cumberland, MD

and connects with the C&O Canal Towpath to extend all the
way to Washington DC, a 335-mile journey of what I like to
term ‘bicycle goodness.’  The 130-mile-long Monongahela

River, flowing from Fairmont, WV to Pittsburgh, has been
the historical transportation lifeline enabling the River
Towns to develop.  Because of the decline of industry in the
area, in recent decades the once-thriving towns have
struggled to revive their communities and maintain viable
local economies.  

The Trail and River Town projects focus on the geographical
region of southwest Pennsylvania with the mission to
promote the natural assets and the economic development
of services to meet trail-user needs. The SCA Trail and River
Town Outreach Corps (TTOC and RTOC, respectively)
specifically work to become an integrated resource in these
communities to provide hands-on and minds-on programs
in the towns to encourage open dialogue between the local
and regional initiatives, coordinate events and community
projects, market the towns, and implement sustainability
plans with small businesses and municipalities. Many of the
initiatives in this region of abundant natural assets and rich
agricultural land include stimulating local economies
through agriculture and tourism.   

By Elisa Mayes 2002



raises heritage breeds of pigs. Furthermore, he makes his own
wine to accompany the meals.  

Throughout Italy, small farms struggle to stay in existence, and
all of these farmers have a story to share about why they
continue to till the soil each year. The economic reality
introduces farm owners to agriturismo, but it is the joy of
meeting people from near and far that keeps them in the
‘business’ of sharing a piece of their daily rural life.
Furthermore, the basic needs of food and fellowship make this
concept applicable to regions around the globe.  The agriturismo
concept is being adopted in other countries, such as France, the
United States, and Australia, as the connections between
economy, agriculture, and tourism are being realized.   

In Western North Carolina, Hand Made in America, a regional
non-profit whose mission is “to grow handmade economies
through craft, cultural heritage, and community assets,” is
working to encourage agriturismo.  The organization describes its
purpose to create a “niche market [that] not only assists
communities with solutions to help diversify their economic
base, but it also helps our regional urban centers and increasingly
suburban populations to understand the important role that
farming and rural life plays in our history, by highlighting the
need for it in our contemporary society. Agritourism projects
reinforce the need to support local growers and sources and
allow the visitor to experience what it is to be part of the land.”  

To create a diverse and strong economy, a community must work
together to weave a network of businesses continually reinvesting
in one another and individuals purchasing local goods. In the
process of weaving these networks in southern Italy, the
communities are also educating their youth. In vocational high
schools focusing on agriculture and hospitality, students are
involved in the production from seed to final product, analyzing
the chemical make-up, maintaining accounting records, and
drafting business plans.  These students can pursue more in-
depth studies after high school or go directly into the workforce
to contribute to the sustainable economy.   

As the next generation is being educated on agriturismo ideas,
the current workforce is challenged with continuing to promote
the areas, guaranteeing that they are “on the map” and that there

will be jobs in the future.  While it is exciting for a visitor to
stumble upon a place off the beaten path, the agriturismo owner
must not leave it all to chance, but ensure that people know to
seek out his beautiful homestead.  One of the most beneficial
tools to heighten awareness is networks of people.  Word-of-
mouth is known to be a powerful advertiser, and fortunately in
this technological age it is just as easy to talk with someone in
another time zone as it is to talk with your neighbor.   The
challenge lies in building these networks of individuals, fellow
businesses, and community leaders who continue to talk and
share ideas.

The good news is that everyone must eat - typically three times a
day - so everyone can join the dialogue and apply the concept
throughout the world.  Agriturismo in every country will enable
the networks to spread broadly as owners share ideas, guests
compare their visits, and elected officials discuss the impact on
the local economy.  Furthermore, the beauty of agriturismo is
that while the experiences of an agritourismo visitor can be
similar everywhere, each one will be unique because the culture,
climate, and people of the area are unique.  It is about merging
old traditions with modern twists - using the resources at our
fingertips, but being open to people from across the globe; and
continuing tried and true production methods, while thinking
outside the box of how to shelter and nourish visitors.

As we think about our next meal, family celebration, or vacation,
we might contemplate how fulfilling our basic need of
nourishment can aid the local economy and support dedicated
small farmers.  We can enjoy seasonal products at their freshest
while cherishing the peak ripeness of life that comes with sharing
and supporting each other. n

After several years of working on the economic development and tourism aspect,
Elisa Mayes 2002 is now learning more about agriculture.  She currently works and
lives on Fat Toad Farm, a goat farm that specializes in goat’s milk caramel and
cheese, in Vermont.  Contact Elisa at elisa.mayes@gmail.com.
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By Bob Williams
Editor

his year, on Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday, all classrooms in
Mitchell Hall played the video
of Dr. King’s famous “I Have A
Dream” speech for students and

faculty members to hear and contemplate.
It was the beginning of a week-long study
of the Civil Rights movement by Asheville
School students and faculty members. The
week ended with a glimpse into what
Asheville School’s own Civil Rights leaders
experienced. 

On Friday morning, the school
community heard from three individuals
as they reflected on the history of the Civil
Rights Movement at Asheville School –
Gil Prince 1971, Greg Morris 1972, and
Bill “Doc” Embler, veteran biology
teacher and coach. They discussed the first
year of integration at Asheville School ––
1967, when Prince was one of three
African-American students to enroll at the
school during a time when few schools in
the Southeast were integrating. 

“I tried to get some sense of the turmoil
and the chaos around me,” recalls Prince,

a native of Atlanta. “I was about to enter
into an experience that excited me on the
one hand and scared me to death on the
other. I was determined to do as much as I
could to make the best of it.”

Morris, a student from Atlanta who
enrolled at Asheville School the very next
year in 1968, said it was his first time
entering a school that was not entirely
African-American.

“I also had had no experience with
integration,” he says. “I really had no idea
what to expect.”

While his first experience in a mostly
white school was far from perfect, Prince
says he had anticipated difficulties. 

“The first couple of weeks were fairly
standoffish both from the faculty
standpoint and the standpoint of the
students,” Prince says.  “Al MacDonald
and I had some interesting experiences
during those first few months or so, but
those were things that we expected and
anticipated. And our parents did a lot to
prepare us to suffer indignities and handle
things that we would otherwise take
offense at and we would just look the
other way and keep going.” 

While there were those
faculty members and
some students who did
have trouble accepting
Prince and Morris as
new students at
Asheville School, they
both agree that the
majority of the
students did accept
them.

“There were some
people that felt they
needed to relate to me
differently simply

because of the way I looked,” Morris
recalls. “That was not so easy, but that was
in fact not most people. Most of the
people that I met – the people I was in
classes with, the people that taught me in
those classes – were all genuine, great,
wonderful people, and I treasure the fact
that they gave me a little part of their
lives.”

During a roundtable discussion in
Graham Theater, Doc Embler shared a
story about a veteran faculty member who
openly reprimanded him about naming
one of the new African-American
students, Al MacDonald 1971, captain of
the junior varsity football team. 

“There were two or three faculty members
that didn't change,” Embler recalls. “What
they did often times was disgusting. I am
surprised I didn't get fired. Here I was, a
young teacher who had been here two
years, and I was chewing out someone
who was like a God here. I let him know
that Al MacDonald was voted by the
students, and that he was going to be the
captain.”

T

Prince 1971 and Morris 1972 remember the early
years of integration during Civil Rights Week

Campus News

Gil Prince 1971 talks to students about his experience as one of the first three
African-American students to attend Asheville School. 

Darrah Johnson 2012 looks on as Greg Morris 1972
talks to students about his experiences at Asheville
School during the early days of integration. 
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Prince, who today serves as Chair of
Asheville School’s Board of Trustees, says
it was unfortunate that some of the
faculty members at the time did not
approve of the school’s integrating. 

“There are some faculty members who are
legends of the school, but who were very
resistant to the idea of integrating the
institution,” Prince says. “People whose
names grace the institution today,
unfortunately. I certainly had some very
direct, unfortunate experiences with them,
but it was what it was at that time. But
also at that time, we had a group of
younger faculty like Doc Embler, Ron
Bromley, and Chuck Carter, who really
made it their business to look out for our
best interests. It's that support from these
faculty that really helped us navigate
through the four years we were here.”

When Morris arrived in 1968, he recalls
being a fascination to many of his peers. 

“Many of the other students had never
been around any black people,” Morris
says. “It was during the earliest weeks of
being here that I was a fascination to
many people. They would literally want to
touch my skin and touch my hair because
they had never seen anyone like me
before. I remember those early days. The
reason for our being here was not just
about us, but it was about giving the other
students an experience so they would not
go through life believing the stereotypes.”

After hearing the Roundtable discussion,

sixth former Cammie Smail says it really
helped her better grasp what the country
was like during that time period. 

"Hearing about the integration process at
Asheville School in 1967 showed me that
people here weren't always accepting of
people different than them,” Smail says.
“Hearing that one of the African-
American students was hung outside a 3rd
Anderson window by his ankles is
terrifying. I don't fully understand how
Asheville School ever got past the race
issues to become so accepting, as it is
today."

Head of School Arch Montgomery says
he was proud to see how the student body
responded to Civil Rights Week. “It gave
us a significant morale boost,”
Montgomery says.

Sim Cross 1972, a schoolmate of Gil and
Greg, says the leadership from Gil and
Greg really did help shape Asheville
School into the school it is today. “These
gentlemen and a few others changed the
face of this school completely. The
diversity of the students you see today in
this auditorium is a direct result of these
gentlemen participating in this school.
They did not walk on this campus and
have immediate respect. They earned their
respect. There was not a student in this
school that didn't consider them friends
by the time they left.”

Tim Plaehn, a Humanities teacher at
Asheville School today who helped

organize Civil Rights Week, says he thinks
the students really benefited from hearing
this Civil Rights history firsthand.

“On the one hand, it was nothing like I
expected, but at the same time it couldn’t
have gone any better,” Plaehn says. “What
I had imagined—horror stories from
Asheville School's integration—turned
out to be the exact place that neither Gil
nor Greg would go. They taught our
students more about race by not delving
into the terrible details than they would
have taught by describing the racism they
faced as students. What is unsaid is always
more powerful than what is said. We need
to know the past and understand how the
past has made the present, but it's the
future we must focus on. These kids are
growing up in a much smaller world, and
if they want to have happy, enriching lives,
they need to embrace its diversity. Gil and
Greg made that clear for them.”

As a final process question, students were
asked to consider what might be the Civil
Rights Movement of the 21st century.
After studying their answers, Plaehn says
he was encouraged by most of the student
responses.   

“Their answers gave me great hope that
this generation will take up the mantle of
social justice,” Plaehn says. “They all
demonstrated that our students are
thinking deeply about issues that will
affect not only their futures but their
children's futures as well. ” n

Gil Prince 1971, Greg Morris 1972 and Assistant Head of School for Student Affairs Mary Wall are pictured with students after a meaningful discussion about the early
years of integration at Asheville School. Visit ashevilleschool.org/youtube to watch some video clips from the discussion. 



By Bob Williams
Editor

hether it’s football, lacrosse, swimming, baseball,
or track and field, 16 or more of Asheville
School’s young alumni are competing today at the
collegiate level as student athletes.

We caught up with some of these young Asheville School alumni
recently to hear about their accomplishments. 

Track and Field – Bates College
David Pless 2009 – As a junior at Bates College, Pless recently
broke his own school record in January 2012 in the indoor shot

put. As the reigning NCAA champion in shot
put, Pless helped his team finish second out of
seven teams at the Bates Invitational. He
threw his record-breaking shot put 17.32
meters, or 56 feet – 10 inches, outperforming
the previous record he set when he won the
NCAA title last March. Pless also won the
weight throw with a personal-record distance
of 58-2, which earned him the Peter Goodrich

Memorial Most Valuable Field Athlete Award.

Football – University of Richmond
George Boston 2009 – A junior football player at Richmond,
Boston is a Bonner Scholar and was accepted into the Jepson
School for Leadership studies as a sophomore. “Athletically, it has
been a long road,” says Boston, who was redshirted as a

sophomore. “As a walk-on, I have learned how
to fulfill whatever role the team asks of me. In
college it takes a lot of hard work and
dedication in order to make opportunities
happen. Just like some of the freshmen and
sophomores that were on my Blues team a
few years ago, I am now on the practice squad
giving the older guys here a good look so that
I can get noticed. The road has been long and
hard at times, but having the opportunity to

play the game that I love far outweighs the obstacles that stand in
the way of my goals. I am looking forward to this upcoming
season and all of the new possibilities that come with it.”

While Boston enjoys being part of the Richmond Spider gridiron
family, he’s appreciative of the experience he had as a Blues
football player. 

“Asheville taught me never to give up, no matter how little time
is left on the clock or how many points are on the scoreboard. 

As a Blue, I learned to leave everything on the field. I miss the
encouragement that our coaches were able to give us on a more
individual and personal level. Having coaches as teachers and
dorm parents provided a support system that helped me develop
as an athlete.”

Baseball – Case Western Reserve University
Jake Kane 2009 – Kane is in his third year at Case Western
Reserve University, a Division III school in Cleveland, OH.
Majoring in civil engineering, Kane has played baseball for the
past two seasons and this year has accepted a role as an official
assistant coach for the team. 

“I won the Spartan Award for the 2011 baseball season, which is
given to an individual of great work ethic and
attitude,” Kane says. “My time with the Case
baseball team has been awesome.  I have been
given the chance to be involved in great
moments.  Last year, in the regionals, the first
round of the college baseball playoff system, I
was on third base when one of my close
friends hit a go-ahead grand slam homerun to
give us the lead and eventually win the game.

We finished 3rd in our regional, which puts us
between 17th and 24th in the nation.”

Today as a college athlete, Kane says playing baseball requires
spending 25-plus hours a week during the season and at least 10
hours a week during the off-season. 

“The things I miss most about the sports at Asheville School are
the coaches,” he says. “Coaches Neville, Hill, and Lambert were a
major reason for my success and my enjoyment of my time at
Asheville School.  They are really a special group of people.”

Cross Country and Track & Field – University of Tennessee
Scott Foy 2011 – Foy says he feels “almost over-prepared
academically and athletically” after attending Asheville School.

He credits Coach Randy Ashley for
encouraging him to continue running at the
college level. “Athletically, Coach Ashley
prepared me very well for college running by
giving me college type workouts in high
school,” Foy says. “Coaches Ashley and Smith
gave me a scaled-down collegiate running plan
during my senior year to prepare me for
college running.”

Competing at the college level, however, did come with its own
set of challenges, he says. “The intensity of the training took a
while to adjust to,” Foy says. “This was really the only challenge.
Practices and runs in general were much more intense and faster
than anything I ever did in high school.”
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Swimming – Colorado College
Kelsey Smith 2011 – As a freshman swimmer at Colorado
College, Smith says she devotes a lot of time to training: one
hour three mornings each week for weight training and two-
and-a-half hours of swimming six days weekly. 
“The amount of time I commit to swimming in college is much
greater than when I was at Asheville School, even with the
increased dedication of being a swim captain for two years at
Asheville School,” Smith says. “I am doing very well academically
and keeping a high GPA. I have already had a lifetime best in my

500 freestyle race, and I am on my way to a
lifetime best in both the 100 and 200
breaststroke races at our conference
championship.”

Smith says she’s enjoyed traveling to parts of
Colorado and Texas for competition. “I love
being a part of a team,” she says. “I have
made great friends on the team and I love
getting to be with them at practice every day.

Even with a fairly large team, there is a huge focus on unity
among ages and ability levels. Being on the cross country and
swimming teams at AS were such positive experiences. I feel very
fortunate to be able to continue my swimming career at the
collegiate level.”

She credits her coaches at Asheville School for helping her
continue her swimming at the college level. “Asheville School
taught me how to balance my academics while being a part of a
varsity sports team,” Smith says. “Although my coaches in college
are fantastic and I am very comfortable with them already, I miss
the closeness I had with Mr. Kriegler, Mr. Gordon, and Mrs.
Lawrence.  All three are so enthusiastic, and I love that they put
performing well as a team, not just individually, in the forefront.
Getting to work with Mr. Kriegler in the summer, coaching the
West Asheville Waves summer league team, helped us establish a
closer relationship.”

Lacrosse – The University of the South: Sewanee
Evan Haire 2011 – As a freshman on the lacrosse team at
Sewanee, Haire says Asheville School’s rigor has helped him
compete at the college level. “The main reason I am able to
compete at the collegiate level is because of the rigor of Asheville

School, inside and outside of the classroom,” he says. “I would
estimate that only 10% of the freshmen I know worked as hard
academically as Asheville School students do and then turned
around to play a sport three seasons a year. Not too many
students these days play three sports, and even fewer do so while
keeping academics their main focus.”

“My fondest memories of coaches and teams are largely due to
the camaraderie that Asheville School students develop after
living, eating, sleeping, and playing together,” Haire recalls. “Also,
stories about Frank Burke are a constant for Charlie Chesson
and me on the lacrosse field. It is truly hard to find quality
trainers like Frank who are willing to show up early every
afternoon and serve for an entire school as a one-man training
department.”

On the academic side, Haire says the study habits he learned in
Asheville are definitely helping him today. “The exams are a LOT
easier than at Asheville School; exams become more important
in college since you have fewer graded assignments and take
classes for one semester.”
  
Lacrosse – The University of the South: Sewanee
Charlie Chesson 2011 – Chesson is a member of Sewanee’s
lacrosse team. “At Asheville School, I was able to play several
different sports, all of which helped me develop into the athlete I
am today,” Chesson says. “Football helped me increase my
strength and speed, two factors that are essential at the college

level.  My time on the basketball
court and soccer field helped my
footwork and field vision.  In the
fall, I was able to work my way into
the lineup as a face-off man and
offensive midfielder, and while I do
not expect much playing time
during my freshman campaign, I
hope to be able to see the field
occasionally.” 

Chesson says some of the players on
his team are from “lacrosse hotbeds
like Baltimore, Washington, D.C.,

and New York, and these players come from perennial lacrosse
powerhouses such as St. Paul's, Boys’ Latin, and Landon School,
to name a few.”

Chesson says managing his time has definitely been a challenge
as a college athlete. “I currently have to balance between classes,
homework, practices, Rush, and CRU (Campus Crusade for
Christ),” he says. “Lacrosse is an amazing sport because it is a
fast-paced game that requires toughness not only physically but
mentally as well.  I miss my Asheville School coaches greatly, and
often I find myself reminiscing with Evan on Coach Harris's pep
talks, Coach Ewing's love for the game, and of course, time spent
in the training room with Frank.  I want to wish my former
teammates good luck in the upcoming season.”  n

25

Evan Haire 2011 (#9) in action on the lacrosse field during his senior season at
Asheville School. Haire is playing lacrosse this season at The University of the
South: Sewanee.

Kelsey Smith 2011

Charlie Chesson 2011
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Alumni Weekend 2012
April 27 - April 29

Visit with some of Your old friends and teachers and come see 
what’s new at Asheville School.

• Thursday, April 26 – Founders’ Day Convocation – 7:15 p.m.
Bestselling author of Flags of our Fathers, James Bradley

• Friday, April 27 – Beer and wine (appetizers) at Paulsen Lodge for classes 1963 - 2007. 
Cocktails and dinner at the Fall House for Old Guard classes 1929 – 1962. 

• Saturday, April 28 – Don’t miss your class pictures from 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. on the Mitchell porch.
All alumni dinner and dancing in Sharp Hall begins at 6:30.

To register online, visit ashevilleschool.org/alumniweekend. Register by March 31 to take
advantage of our Early Bird Discount. 

Author of ‘Flags of our Fathers’ to speak April 26 in Graham Theater
Bestselling author of Flags of our Fathers, James Bradley, will
speak at Asheville School on Thursday, April 26, at 7:15 pm in
the Graham Theater during the school’s Founders’ Day
Convocation. This presentation is part of the Asheville School
Pope Series for the Humanities and is free and open to the
public, but with limited seating available on a first-come-first-
served basis. After his presentation, Bradley will lead a short
question and answer session, followed by a book signing outside
of the theater.

John Gregory, Chair of Asheville School’s Humanities
Department, says, “We are trying to contribute to the intellectual
culture of the Asheville community by bringing in speakers. It’s
neat for parents and alumni to be able to come see what students
are learning about.”

Bradley will focus his talk on his first best-selling book, Flags of
Our Fathers, released in 2000. Flags of Our Fathers is about the
six American soldiers who raised the American flag on Iwo Jima,
pictured in the now iconic photograph and Iwo Jima memorial.
One of the soldiers was Bradley's father, John Bradley. John
Bradley never wanted to talk about his experiences after he had
returned from war, so James Bradley decided to share his father’s
story. Flags of Our Fathers was also released in 2006 as a movie
produced by Stephen Spielberg and directed by Clint Eastwood. 
Gregory noted that the Asheville School Pope Series for the
Humanities focuses on core works of Western civilization. He
says that Flags of Our Fathers approaches American history and

identity in a personal way that
students will be able to connect
to. “We are excited to try
something new. Textbooks can
seem dry, but his story makes it
very personal, and it is a way to
get students hooked and help
them learn about Iwo Jima,” he
said.

James Bradley went on to release
Flyboys: A True Story of Courage
in 2003, which follows the story
of eight American prisoners of
war held on the Pacific island of
Chichi-jima during World War II.

In 2009, Bradley released The Imperial Cruise, a book which
covers foreign policy in the Pacific during Theodore Roosevelt’s
presidency. 

James Bradley is the president of the James Bradley Peace
Foundation, whose mission focuses on “fostering understanding
between America and Asia by sending American students to
Japan and China to study” (jamesbradley.com).  n

Asheville School and the Asheville School Pope Series for the
Humanities are able to bring speakers like James Bradley because of
support from The John William Pope Foundation. 

James Bradley
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Girls’ Sports Day 2011
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From Staff Reports

Oliver Gil Prince 1971, Chair of the Board of Trustees,
welcomed eight new or returning Board members at the fall
meeting.  Each of these new trustees was recruited for his or her
specific experience and ability to serve the school in meeting
certain needs. Asheville School’s Board of Trustees meets three
times each year to manage the business affairs and policies of the
school. 

Marshall Bassett 1972
Marshall and his wife, Mary, reside in Villanova, PA. Marshall
entered Asheville School in the Fifth Form . He participated in
Varsity Soccer and Varsity Crew, and served as the Music Society
President. Marshall went on to earn a B.A. from Duke University,
and he continued at Duke Fuqua School of Business, where he
earned his M.B.A. He is a founding member, portfolio manager,
and Chief Investment Officer of Cross Ledge Investments in
Philadelphia.  Marshall is active in the Presbyterian Foundation
in Louisville, KY, and he currently serves as a deacon in the Bryn
Mawr Presbyterian Church in Bryn Mawr, PA. Marshall and
Mary have one daughter, Charlotte. 

Chip and Cathy Blackwelder (ex-officio, Presidents of the
Parents’ Association) 
Chip and Cathy Blackwelder join us this year as the Presidents of
the Parents’ Association. They have three daughters, Allison
2010, Emery 2013, and Erin. The Blackwelder family currently
resides in Hickory, NC. Cathy earned her B.A. from Lenior-
Rhyne University in 1995, and she is active on the Board of
Trustees and Steering Committee of Project Potential, a
scholarship and mentoring program that helps to curtail dropout
trends in the Hickory Public School System. Chip earned his B.A.
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1978,
and is currently the Vice President, Account Executive, and Third
Party Administrator of Primary Physician Care. Chip and Cathy
are both involved in the First Presbyterian Church in Hickory.

Walter Cox 1972
Walter and his wife, Carol, currently reside in Biltmore Lake, NC.
Walter entered Asheville School in the third form and
participated in Varsity Football, All-Conference Football, and
Varsity Basketball. He was also a National Merit finalist. He went
on to earn his B.A. from DePauw University in 1977 and
currently works as the President of Focus Advisors LLC. He and
Carol have two sons, Brian 2006 and Ben.

Ann Craver
Ann Craver, a resident of Durham, NC, joins the Board of
Trustees after serving two years as an ex-officio member as
President of the Parents’ Association. She is married to Rhodes
Craver, and their son John graduated from Asheville School in
2011. Ann earned her B.A. from Wake Forest in 1979 and
continued at Wake Forest Law School, where she graduated with
her J.D. in 1982. She currently serves as President of the Junior
League of Durham and Orange counties; she is on the Board of

Directors for the Association of Junior Leagues, International;
and she is on the Board of the NC Museum of Life and Science.

Jean Graham Keller 1995 
Jean and her husband, Connor, reside in Wilmington, NC with
their daughters, Callie, Keanie, and Diana. Jean entered Asheville
School in the Fourth Form. She participated in Varsity Tennis,
Varsity Soccer, and Varsity Swimming, in which she was named
both Captain and Most Valuable Swimmer. Jean earned her B.A.
from Denison University in 1999 and is currently active in St.
Martha’s Guild of St. James Church, the St. James Church Bible
School Committee and Teacher, and the National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America. 

Richard Kelly 1968 
Richard and his wife, Mary, live in Great Falls, VA and have two
sons, Neal and Jack. Richard entered Asheville School in his
Fourth Form year. He participated in Varsity Swimming and
worked with The Ashnoca. He went on to graduate from George
Mason University in 1996 (BIS), and then from George
Washington University in 2000 (MA). He is currently the
President of the RJK Foundation, and also serves on the Board of
Trustees for the Norman Rockwell Museum, as the Chair of the
Fine Arts Advisory Panel for the Federal Reserve, on the Board of
Trustees for the Great Falls Foundation for the Arts, and on the
Board of Trustees of the Museum Trustee Association.

Lee McGriff 1970 
Lee and his wife, Leah, currently live in Shoal Creek, AL. They
have two sons, Peter and Lee. Lee entered Asheville School in the
Fourth Form. He participated in Varsity Wrestling, broke the
Asheville School pole vaulting record in 1969, won the Valier
Award in 1969, served as the Editor-in-Chief of The Review,
served as the Art Society President, and won the Art II prize in
1970. He went on to graduate from Sewanee in 1974 and
currently is an insurance broker at Snow and Associates in
Birmingham, AL. Lee also currently serves as a trustee at Advent
Episcopal Day School. n
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Introducing the new members of the Board of Trustees

Pictured from left to right: Walter Cox 1972, Marshall Bassett 1972, Jean Graham Keller
1995, Lee McGriff 1970, Ann Craver, and Richard Kelly 1968
(not pictured: Chip and Cathy Blackwelder)



fter Tom Marberger 1969, 
Co-Director of the Cody
Annual Fund, asked me to write
about what Asheville School has

meant to me, ostensibly (thanks for
that word, Mr. Butler) in connection
with remembering the school in my
will, my first thought was why on
earth did I actually agree to write this
thing! I am sure there are many others
who are better wordsmiths and more
generous donors who should be
writing this piece.  In fact, several of
my teammates under Hop (“GET
THE BALL!”) would make this list.
Nonetheless, I will try to explain why I
chose to remember Asheville School
in my estate planning. 

There were five Hunts in our family
who attended and graduated from
Asheville School: Jackson 1939,
Barrie 1950, Howie 1967, Craig 1970,
and Stuart 1978. I can assure readers
that none of us felt particularly happy
at the time of our own matriculations,
as we have recalled countless times in
front of campfires in the Minnesota
Boundarywater Canoe Country, at
holiday dinners in Indiana, and next
to the Au Sable in Michigan. Our woes
include, but are not limited to,
impressive accumulations of the
dreaded “stick point,” unauthorized
boundary violations, back talk, and
lots of cases of just plain poor
judgment! So how did I get to the
Wilbert Peck Society from not being

particularly happy
in the 1960s?  The
answer could be
surprising, but in
four words: “I love
the place.”

I think we can all
now recognize the
character
development needs
we had as young
teenagers. Most of
us were rather
spoiled much of the
time. We didn’t think we were, but
look back. Don’t you 50- and 60-
somethings think you’ve come a long
way since the Beatles hit Ed Sullivan’s
stage? For me, looking back can
sometimes be scary. What in the
world made me think scaling the
water tower behind Anderson was
such a splendid idea!!

All of us have changed since our
adolescent years. But what has made
me appreciate the Asheville School
experience is the manner in which I
feel I’ve changed. The beginnings of
my change are rooted in the
classrooms and dorms and on the
athletic fields of Asheville School.
Look back and recall your own most
proud, most joyous, and yes, even
some painful moments in your life.
How many of them happened in the
hills of Western North Carolina?

Although it’s true that later on, special
family events and career successes
didn’t happen on school grounds, I
believe my successes were heavily
influenced by what I experienced
under Hop, Uncle Will, Coach Carter,
Gerry Shields, Will Crutchfield, Pop
Hollandsworth and Doc Embler (Eat
hearty, son!).

I’m grateful for my time under these
capable mentors. From them and my
own family, I have learned (and am
still learning) the lessons of patience,
faith, sacrifice, and perseverance.
While none of us would say, “I owe it
all to Asheville School,” most of us
would have to admit our experiences
there had a bearing on who we’ve
become today. To me, it is as simple as
this: giving back to Asheville School
some of what it gave to me during
those especially critical years just
seems the right thing to do. 

A

Why should you join the Wilbert Peck Society?
By Howie Hunt 1967

For more information about making a Planned Gift to Asheville School, visit our website at
www.ashevilleschool.org/plannedgiving, call John Thorsen at 828-254-6345 ext. 4028 or email him at
thorsenj@ashevilleschool.org.
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To submit a Class Note,
visit ashevilleschool.org/classnotes 

Howie Hunt 1967 and his wife, Nancy, are pictured with their grandchildren
(from left to right):  Samantha, Braden, Stella, and Owen.
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By Sheila Steelman
Associate Director of Communications

Working to stay ahead of the trending social media curves,
Asheville School has a multitude of ways people can connect to
the school online. A year ago, Asheville School began to share
content with everyone from alumni to grandparents of
prospective students via Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, iTunes and
WordPress blogs. As social media platforms expand, so has our
breadth of profiles.

2011 - Present

Facebook
We use the Asheville School
Facebook page to post news
stories and photos from our
website, details about upcoming
events, and to share information
from other sources about
Asheville School’s successes, such
as athletic articles from the local
newspaper. In the spring of 2011,
we held a photo contest on
Facebook, allowing fans to
submit photos of “Campus in
Bloom.” After respondents voted
for their favorites, the top three
winners and judge’s choice
received a gift card. 

YouTube
Our YouTube account consists of several of the senior chapel and
convocation talks, thanks to the third form communications
service group. Third formers Mo Carlton, Will Lackey, Orlando
Nueves-Luego and Tristan Wall record the senior talks and
during service every other Tuesday, they edit and upload the
videos. We also share videos of speakers, student activities and
performances, as well as special events that take place on campus. 

Twitter
Sharing all of our website news stories instantly, our Twitter
account is a great way to keep up with the latest happenings at
Asheville School. This year we began using Twitter to keep fans
updated during major athletic events, including the Christ
School and State Championship football games.

Particularly interesting for alumni, we have an account for our
class notes. Follow your classmates’ updates at
www.twitter.com/bluesnotes.

iTunes
After recording speakers, student performances and senior talks,
we upload the audio footage to our podcast page, which you can
subscribe to on iTunes. This site includes alumni speeches from
Civil Rights Week and local receptions, as well as music
performed by our students.  

WordPress Blogs
Our WordPress blogs are unique because the information that is
shared about what is going on at Asheville School includes
different perspectives. We have one blog for faculty members to

discuss classroom happenings and personal achievements. 
Our Hoste Society blog includes content from students about
their experiences at Asheville School.

During the 2011-2012 school year, we have added an Asheville
School alumni group on LinkedIn and also created a Google+
page. All of these sites are now prominently visible as buttons on
the top right of our homepage. 

LinkedIn
We hope you will find the Asheville School Alumni Group
available on LinkedIn useful when searching for employment or
employees. This is a great way to find classmates and make
connections with them. This is also a useful networking tool
where you can share your professional updates with peers. 

Google+
By adding us to your circles on Google+, you can see news
articles and photo galleries from our website very similar to posts
on Facebook. 

Social Media at Asheville School – Connecting to our Community 
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NEXT YEAR AND BEYOND

With the increasing popularity of the iPad, iPhone and iTouch,
Director of Communications Bob Williams and Technology
Director Charles Long have put countless hours into developing
an Asheville School app. It will include our alumni magazines,
admission materials, virtual tour and more. Check our social
media sites or website for updates on this process and to
download the app.

Asheville School remains flexible and adjusts our social media
involvement in order to reach the largest number in our
community. We are following new social media sites and
discussing what we can do to connect with our community. We
want to be sure that prospective candidates who would thrive at
Asheville School can easily find out what our school is all about.

The goal of these social media sites is to communicate with our
audience, and we want that to be a two-way street. Share stories,

photos, videos and ideas
on any of our profiles.
Comment on our
stories, photos, videos
and blog entries; and
share our content with
your online networks.
We hope that by
connecting with our
social media sites,
you can share what
we’ve been up to
with others.
Spread the word
about our
wonderful
school. n

Many of you may have already heard of our theme for the year:
“Bound together by white and blue.”  

We’re focusing on this
quotation from our
school song to help us
remember the close ties
we have to Asheville
School even after going
our separate ways.
Whether you are a
parent, faculty member,
or alumna/us, you will forever have a special connection to this
place and its people. 

Our goal in the Alumni and Advancement Offices is to maintain
outreach to all of our constituents in order to sustain these
relationships. We have held alumni receptions throughout the
country and even abroad. We strive to bring constituents
together in fun and unique settings, so that all can enjoy
reconnecting and hearing about the current state of Asheville
School. At many events, we bring along bananas, lemons and
sugar to share the “Asheville School Banana” experience. 

“It has been fun seeing alumni and friends across the country,”
said Assistant Head of School for Advancement John Thorsen
1987. “It is great to bring people together for networking and
also simply to catch up.

“Outreach during the 2011-2012 academic year has been very
successful. We’ve hosted over 20 events throughout the country

Asheville School hosts Alumni Events throughout U.S. and abroad

Did ya hear AS willhave a new app in2012?

Yeah? Cool!

Let me know when it’s
on the App Store, will
ya? Go Blues!!

ashevilleschool.org/facebook
ashevilleschool.org/linkedin

ashevilleschool.org/googleplus
ashevilleschool.org/youtube
ashevilleschool.org/twitter

Atlanta Gathering
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from Asheville to San Francisco, and
even held one in the Bahamas. We are
grateful for the several alumni and
parents who have generously opened up
their homes or gave us great suggestions
for event locations. 

“Recently, we were in Los Angeles, where
fifteen people spanning the graduation
years of 1960 to 2011 attended. Earlier in
2012, about thirty joined us in
Charleston, SC, where alumni from 1958
to 2006 were in attendance. I believe our
record was an event in Cincinnati last
year when we met with alumni from

1938 to 2009. It is great to host functions
and span a time frame of fifty or more
years.

“We hope you can find the time to join
us at an event in your area and discover
what is new at Asheville School.” n

Los Angeles Gathering

San Francisco Gathering Charleston, SC Gathering

Boston Gathering

Sewanee, TN Gathering Lexington, KY Gathering



By Sheila Steelman
Associate Director of Communications

Asheville School’s Mountaineering
Program recently joined the ranks of the
world’s top-tier outdoor programs after it
became one of only 11 secondary schools
worldwide to receive an Association of
Experiential Education Accreditation.

Ed Maggart, Director of Mountaineering
at Asheville School, heard that the
Association of Experiential Education had
granted Initial Accredited status to the
mountaineering program.

“We have always had an outstanding
Mountaineering Program at Asheville
School, and now we are in a select
community of top-tier accredited outdoor
programs,” Maggart said.

This accreditation, which is valid for five
years, is based on compliance with the
following AEE standards: Philosophical,
Educational & Ethical Principles, Program
Governance, Program Oversight and

Management of Activities, Human
Resources (Staff Selection, Hiring,
Training and Supervision),
Transportation, Equipment, Nutrition,
and Hygiene, Venue Selection and
Appropriateness, Environment and
Culture, and Technical Skills – Land and
/or Water Based.

According to the AEE website, “Attaining
accredited status through the AEE
Accreditation Program is evidence of an
organization's commitment to quality,
belief in professional standards, and
allocation of resources toward continuous
improvement. Programs that have gone

through the AEE Accreditation process
have distinguished themselves in the
growing field of experiential education”
(www.aee.org/).

“Fewer than 60 organizations worldwide
have this accreditation,” Maggart said.
“This extensive two-year process forced us
to look carefully at every area of our
program, from staff development to
student programming to risk
management. The 160-page self-study and

three-day review by the AEE accreditation
committee challenged us to bring every
aspect of our program to the highest
standards of the outdoor industry. We can
justifiably say that we meet, or in many
cases exceed, the 169 rigorous standards
the committee was considering. In the
process, our program became stronger in
every way.”

There are currently only 10 other schools
with accredited programs listed in the K-
12 category.

Asheville School’s mountaineering
program originated in 1968, even though

students had been
trekking through the
mountains of Western
North Carolina since the
school opened in 1900.
James “Pop”
Hollandsworth was the
director of the
mountaineering program
for nearly 40 years, and at
age 95, he continues to
visit the school frequently.
He began by teaching
students outdoor skills,
and later added rock
climbing, kayaking and
other adventures – along
with making it an official
program, required for
students. In 1985, Ed
Maggart took the reins
and has been the school’s
director of
mountaineering for the
past 25 years.

Head of School Arch
Montgomery said, “In the
tradition of Pop

Hollandsworth, Ed Maggart has done it
again.”

AEE is a nonprofit, professional
membership association founded in 1972
with 1,500 members in 30 countries
engaged in more than 15 areas of
professional practice. Members include
Harvard, Brown, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, The Westminster
Schools, and Colorado Rocky Mountain
School.  nAchievement Spring 201234

Mountaineering Program earns Top-Tier status with AEE Accreditation 

Ellie Cohn, an Asheville School fifth former from Georgetown, SC, enjoys rock climbing on the south side of Looking Glass Rock in
Pisgah National Forest near Brevard, NC.



By Sheila Steelman
Associate Director of Communications

Asheville School’s online school store has
had a makeover! Now our community can
show Blues pride all over the world
through purchases made in our Amazon-
powered site. 

“This is a great and convenient way both
to shop and to see what is new at the
school store,” said school store manager
Jessica Bayer. “Now, literally, with the
click of a button it is possible to view the
majority of our inventory for quick and
easy purchasing.”

The new online store will process credit
card orders. Flat shipping rates will apply
to most orders, both domestic and
international, and for the first time we can
ship anywhere in the world! 

The online store has a variety of items
ranging from shirts in an assortment of

colors to Asheville School-themed
cornhole games. The students modeling
the items for the online store are Mo
Carlton 2015, Hannah Harward 2015,
Perla Haney-Jardine 2015, Chris Lew
2015, Jolie Gonsoulin 2014 and Maiya
Eldridge 2015.

Asheville School alumni have also gotten
involved with the products available in the
school store. Alumnus Zeke Jordan 2006
designed an Asheville School banana
theme fabric, which has been used to
create ties, bow ties, belts and bags made
by Vineyard Vines.

The store also offers a shirt designed by
alumnus Philip Bell 2005. 

“We hope that the revamped school store
will prove to be a convenient shopping
experience for those members of our
community who cannot stop by Asheville
or who prefer to shop online. While the
majority of the Asheville School store’s

products are available for purchase online,
we still encourage you to stop by the
school store on campus, where we have a
rotating selection of student and faculty
made items,” Ms. Bayer adds. 

Visit the new online school store now at
www.ashevilleschool.org/schoolstore, or
find the link located at the top right hand-
corner of our homepage.
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Why you should consider supporting the Cody Annual Fund
You all know the importance of the Cody Annual Fund to
Asheville School. We have raised over $600,000, and nearly 500
alumni have made a gift or pledge. Although well on our way to
our dollar and participation goals, we still have some work to
do. 

If you gave last year, we hope you will do so again this year.

If you missed last year, don’t forget us this year.

ALL gifts count towards making us better.

If you’ve never given, don’t be bashful. Instead, join your fellow
alumni who became “first-time givers” this year and took the
first step towards membership in the Tower Society.

Our goals are within reach, and your donation can push us over
the top. We want and need your support.

The Cody Fund helps make up the difference between the total
cost of educating a student and what tuition covers. As such, the
Cody Annual Fund is part of the entire budgetary process and
provides classroom enhancements, arts supplies, technology
upgrades, athletic uniforms, financial aid, support for faculty
development, and much more. The Cody Annual Fund even
helps keep the lights on! Recent enhancements include:

• For the library, reference books on Native Americans, three

works of fiction by Tim Akers 1991, and a set of DVDs for the
Foreign Language Department

• Stipends for presenters at Civil Rights Week workshops

• A beautiful new curtain and upgraded house lights for Graham
Theater

As you look through this edition of Achievement magazine, you
will see that we are having a great year thus far, and you are a big
part of our success.

When you volunteer as a class rep or you host one of our
various gatherings, you help our school.

When you recommend families to admissions or offer to mentor
young alumni, you help our school.

When you come to cheer at games or bring your family to look
at pictures in Mitchell Hall, you help our school.

When you share news as a class note or contribute to the Cody
Annual Fund, you help our school.

When you do these things, you give proof to our song that we
are indeed, “friends, bound together by White and Blue.”

Thank you for your devotion to Asheville School. Go Blues!

New online School Store offers a variety of items

Jolie Gonsoulin 2014 models some new items available
in the school store. 



1939
Robert Walbridge
Robert writes: "Started a new
family in March, 2011--
adopted two kittens--litter
mates. They are beautiful and
great company--why did I
wait so long?"

1943
George Wolff
George writes, "In August this
year my wife, Betty, celebrated
her 85th birthday with a
special group. All four of our
children were present: Denis
1972, Tim 1974, Diane and
Debbe. Denis lives in Sydney,
Australia, Tim in Tallahassee,
FL, and both girls in North
Carolina. It was a wonderful
birthday for her, and the first
get-together for the Wolff
family in over 8 years. They
did let me come to the party,

too, so all was well. Our health
is not as good now, so we don't
get far from home, but if you
are near Greensboro, give us a
visit."

1944
Malcolm McLean 
Malcolm writes, "Wendy and I
are enjoying a pleasant old age
in St. Paul, MN. We rejoice that
our three sons, their wives, and
our six grandchildren are all
thriving. I am proud to be a
son of Asheville, and note with
pleasure the great strides the
school is taking."

1946
Edwin Brown
Edwin writes: "It's good to be
back in these mountains,
though after my run out to
Biltmore Park each week-day, I
am disinclined for further
jaunts!"

Bill Dodge 
Bill writes that after 30 years of
practicing architecture in
Raleigh, he retired in 1992. His
work includes The Brooks-
Hollandsworth House on
campus, the Albemarle
Building in Raleigh, and the
restoration of the NC state
capitol. Bill and his wife, Ann,
reside in Asheville. He serves on
the Board of Directors for AIA-
Asheville and on the Advisory
Council to the Asheville Design
Center.

1947
CDR. David R. Fall, Jr.
David is active in Our Lady
Star of the Sea Catholic
Church. He enjoys his six
children, Gator football and
golf at a local club. 

1950
Pat Carruthers
Pat was recently featured in
the Hamilton, OH, Journal
News in an article "Carruthers
Family Legacy Abounds"
written by Jay Morrison. 
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George T. Wolff 1943 celebrates with his family the 85th birthday of his wife, Betty,
in August of 2011.

Pat Carruthers 1950 is pictured with his
daughter Sarah. 

Charles Williams 1988, Stephen Jarislowsky 1942, and Van Thompson 1973
enjoyed a fishing trip in the summer of 2011 in Quatsino, British Columbia.



George Shambaugh
George and his wife, Roberta,
attended the opening night of
the Lyric Opera in Chicago.
  

1955
Sandy Martin
Sandy writes, "I turned 75 in
August 2011. Always enjoy
visiting on Alumni Weekend.
Good to see classmates. My
son, David, and I took a
windjammer cruise off the
coast of Maine this past
August. Perfect weather
beginning the day after
Hurricane Irene. We sailed
amidst the islands of
Penobscot Bay." 

Nick Palmer
Nick, a history buff and
retired Army colonel, has
shared his travel notes with us
from his latest trip. He puts a
lot of miles on his motorcycle
each summer (sometimes in
the U.S., other times in
Europe). This summer's jaunt
took him from Asheville to
Alaska, Mexico and back -
18,000 miles in four months
on a motorcycle - a typical
summer ride for the 75-year-
old.

1958
Robin Fawsett
Robin is co-chair of the Labor
and Employment Group
(management only) at Shutts

and Bowen
LLP in
Florida. His
daughter,
Suzanne
1995 is
married to
Bernard
Reams,
works for

UBS Financial Services in
Charlotte, and has two young
children, Bear and Elinor Ann.
Robin just published a book,
American Manifesto.

1965
John Willingham 
John has been appointed by
Gov. Beverly Perdue to the
North Carolina Arts Council
board of directors. He will
serve a three-year term
beginning immediately. The
board advises Cultural
Resources Secretary Linda. A.
Carlisle on Arts Council
programs and policies.
Willingham, president of
Indera Mills, has led the
Yadkin Arts Council as board
president for the past 10 years.

Van Brown
Van writes: "I hope everyone
enjoyed the Bonsai collection I
displayed at the school two
years ago. This past March I
delivered a giant Bonsai to

Fortune 500 company JM
Family Enterprises in
Deerfield Beach, FL, for the
company’s boardroom patio.
It will be seen by the Japanese
president of Toyota. Mr.
Hutchins would love it."

Charles Sailor
Charles writes, "Haven't
retired yet. Both my new
book, The Man Who Rode the
Tiger, and The Second Son are
now available at Kindle,
iBooks, and Nook. Would
cherish any alumni input. My
daughter Sydney is in her
second year at Lake Forest,
and son Charles is in Prague
with hopes of transferring to
the University of Prague. That
has left Marilyn and me as
empty nesters. What a joy!"

1968
Charles Ries
Charles is the director at the
Center for Middle East Public
Policy, RAND Corporation. 
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Charles Sailor 1965

One of the giant Bonsai trees that
Van Brown 1960 has in his
collection. 

George Shambaugh 1950 and his wife,
Roberta, at the Lyric Opera in Chicago.



1969
Brad Gary
Brad has served as both a
professional staff member in
Congress and an international
corporate representative in
Washington. He is currently
an international government
consultant in the Mid-East
and Africa. His wife, Susan, is
an international executive.
They live in Palm Beach, FL.

Al Hinman
Al is a global health
communications consultant
based in New York City, with a
special focus on improving
access to medicines and
vaccines in developing
regions. It's his second career,
following 25 years as a TV
journalist, half of that at
CNN, where he covered
everything from the fall of the
Berlin Wall to hurricanes.

1971
Jay Fisher
Jay tells us that he took early
retirement from his
hotel/restaurant supply career
and now manages a few rental
properties in Naples, FL. He is
a director on the Foundation
Board of his alma mater,
Hodges University. In
addition, he serves as a
member of the school's
American Military Veterans’
Education Fund cabinet. He
was recently honored by the
University when it named its
School of Technology for him.
It will now be known as the
Fisher School of Technology.
In keeping with that honor,
Jay's biggest goal in life now is
to help people get a proper
education, which is the focus
of his philanthropy. Jay and
his wife, Joanne, split their
year between Naples and
Vancouver Island in British

Columbia. Joanne is a retired
private-duty nurse who enjoys
her time in her gardens at
each location. And most
important, Jay is the proud
grandfather of three
grandsons.

1972
Lunsford Smith
Lunsford is in his 34th year of
teaching history at the Webb
School in Bell Buckle, TN. He
is married to Moria Judas,
who teaches French at Webb.

His daughter Caroline is a
freshman at Davidson, and his
son Bill is a concept design
artist in Houston. 

1973
Bill Streitmann
When asked why he did a back
flip off a bridge, Bill replied,
"As a teenager, I was always
afraid to try a back flip. And,
without my brother, Pete,
photographing it and helping
with the countdown, I would
have chickened out yet again. I
knew regardless of the results,
Pete would get a great shot.
And he surpassed my
expectations. I love that guy.
Secondly, I have been

following Jennifer Pharr
Davis' Appalachian Trail hikes.
My daughter, Abby, works for
Nature’s Classroom, and has
worked at Mt. Katahdin, the
northern end of the AT. As an
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(From left to right) Associate Head of School Jay Bonner, Art Pope 1974, David
Stover 1975, and Assistant Head of School for Advancement John Thorsen 1987
during the John William Pope Foundation 25th Anniversary Event in Raleigh, NC

Bill Streitmann 1973 shows off his backflip skills.



Asheville School student, I
camped many times along the
AT. I wanted to do something
that showed an alum may be
old, but there are still
challenges we can accomplish.
So the flip was partially for
Abby and Jennifer. Third, I
wanted to do something
outside of my comfort zone.
Definitely accomplished that!"

1974
Gary Dickinson & Lee
Sparkman 1974
Gary and his daughter
Meredith 2014 visited Lee
Sparkman 1974 in Moscow
this past June.

1975
Keith Bishop
Keith writes: "I continue to
practice corporate and
securities law. I am also
teaching administrative law at
UCI. My book, Nevada Law of
Corporations and Limited
Liability Companies, has been
reissued and updated." 

1976
James Clarke
James writes: "Enjoying
Southern California. Henry is
a freshman at Harvard-

Westlake. Gusty is a
sophomore at Brown. Both
playing winter sports."

Kevin Gourley
Kevin reports that he and
Betsy, his wife of 25 years,
have two sons. The older son,
John, is a junior at Grove City
College, where he plays
baseball, serves as an RA, and
majors in business. Their
younger son, Evan, is a senior
in high school, playing
baseball and considering
going to Calvin College in
Michigan. Kevin has been in
the ministry at Memorial Park
Church in Pittsburgh for 21
years and loves the church and
the city.

1978
Margaret Edsall Krantz
Margaret reports that she has
just celebrated her 20th year
as the Career Center Director
at Hanover College. As
Margaret said, that may mean
there is not much new in her
life, but it also suggests that
she is happy in her work and
doing it well.

1980
Mike Arakas
Mike owns Crabby Mike's
Seafood Co. and was named

Myrtle Beach's Restaurateur of
the Year by the Myrtle Beach
Hospitality Association.

Evan Rommel
Evan writes that he has
"summited Sunshine Peak,
Redcloud Peak, and San Luis
Peak. San Luis Peak may be
one of the most remarkable
ones because its approach
involves a mile and a quarter
hike after you get on the top
slope…The Lord made some
mighty beautiful things. One
evening we watched clouds
billowing, like smoke, over the
'Crestones' when three winds
converged, and the cluster
moved rapidly, as if from a
seething cauldron. I don't
climb during the winter in
Colorado; however, I am
looking forward to the
summer months."

1981
Ned Holt
Ned writes, "After my mother
passed away in June 2010, I
took a year off and then in
June 2011 started Bogey
Broadcasting. Our station is
106-5 The Shark in Corpus
Christi, TX, where I've been
since 2003. I still love to golf,
and I share my home with five
canine rescues: Bogey,
Mulligan, Sandy, Chipper, and
Bailey." 

1982
Aletta Sauer 
Aletta writes, "My family and I
are blessed to be living and
working in one of the most
beautiful communities in the
contiguous 48, southern
Humboldt County, CA.
Retirement approaches for my
husband, so he enjoys fewer
hours on the job and putting
more time into improving our
homestead. We both still play
beach volleyball, but it does 39Achievement Spring 2012

Meredith Dickinson 2014 (daughter of Gary Dickinson 1974) is pictured with
Gary’s classmate, Lee Sparkman 1974, during a trip with her father to Moscow.



seem to require more
ibuprofen these days. My
daughter is playing for a
U13G traveling soccer team,
and loves soccer as much as
her Touch. I'm still teaching at
a small, rural high school -
our district is the size of
Rhode Island, with 280
students in grades 8-12, and I
get to use both sides of my
brain. My classes range from
digital media to business
algebra, as well as an applied
math class with a new unit on
building an electric guitar. I'm
sorry to miss the April
reunion with my classmates,
but I'll quaff a Lost Coast
microbrew in memory of the
water tower and thank my
lucky stars for the friendships
of Betty, Jill, Susan, Cecilia,
Sarah, Jan, Leslie and Gina. As
for my teachers - you can only
blame yourselves for my being
unleashed upon the youth of
California."

M. Lloyd Barnhardt III
Lloyd writes: "Life continues
to be an adventure raising
twin girls! Competitive
Cheerleading will take the
family to Dallas, Orlando,
Indianapolis, Atlanta, and
Washington, DC, in 2012!
Wish me luck!"

1984
Dan Barry
Dan writes, " We have exciting
news from NC.
I recently filed
to run for the
US House of
Representatives
from the 8th
district in NC.
For more info,
check
Facebook or my web site
www.electdanbarry.com"

1985
David Etheridge 
On August 2, 2011, David
received his MBA from
Kennesaw State University,
Coles College of Business. 

1989
Paul Good
Paul writes, "I am heading to
Snowshoe for a week of family
skiing. Loving life in
Greenville, SC, and would love
to hear from any classmates."

Charlie Thiel
Charlie writes, "Our new
daughter's name is Finley Kate
Thiel. She was born August
18, 2011 and is doing
fantastically well." 

1990
Lt. Colonel Charles O.
Howald
Charles was presented with
the Joint Meritorious Service
Medal by Rear Admiral
Randall Hendrickson for
outstanding service as liaison
officer to Legislative and
House Armed Services
committees. These awards
were received while in
Washington, DC. Howald's
previous awards and
decorations include the

Bronze Star, the Global War on
Terror Medal, and the
Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal. He was recently selected
for command at The Redstone
Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama,
where he will be project
manager for the Missile
Defense Agency. He has seen
duty in Korea and in Iraq as a
Captain in Air Defense Artillery
and was previously
Commander Headquarters and
Headquarters Company of 18th
Airborne Corp at Fort Bragg,
NC. He graduated from the
United States Military Academy
and Wake Forest School of
Business with a Master's Degree
in Business. He is married to
former Captain Angela
Robinson Howald, also a
graduate of West Point and
who was also awarded the
Bronze Star for her duty in
Afghanistan. The Howalds have
three sons, Thomas Fletcher, 7;
Vincent Oliver, 5; and Charles
Leeland, 2.

1991
Josh Adorno
Josh is living in sunny
Huntington Beach, CA, and
works as an international
stuntman, bounty hunter and
rapper at Fall Guy. He was
recently in China and is glad to
be home.
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Dan Barry 1984

Oscar Gonzalez 1987 has three children - Oscar, Lola and Aspen.



Bruce Maclean
Bruce and his team created
the video game, "Stars Wars,
The Old Republic."

Reaves McLeod
Reaves and his fiancée,
Danielle, are planning to
marry on May 5, 2012.

Ezra North
Ezra was featured extensively
in the February 4 episode of
48 Hours Mystery on CBS,
which told the story of the
disappearance of Ezra’s uncle,
alumnus Don North 1972,
and the investigation which
resulted in his killer’s arrest.

The link to the full episode is
online at CBS’ 48 Hours
Mystery site.

1993
Robert Payne
Robert writes, "I have moved
on from Twelve Horses to
SAXOTECH. As director of
marketing at SAXOTECH, I
oversee the branding and
multi-channel marketing
activities for our offices in
Florida, Maryland, Denmark,
Norway and Sweden.
SAXOTECH provides
enterprise-level technology
platforms for clients such as
Digital First Media, Gannett,
and a host of other large
media brands in North
America and Europe. It is
interesting work with a lot of
focus around new channels
such as mobile and tablets.

1997
Jessica Campbell Copland 
Jessica writes: "Greetings! My
husband Spencer and I are
thrilled to announce the birth
of our son, Thomas Isaac, on
September 13, 2011. He is
doing great and has just
started sleeping through the
night –– what a relief! 
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Dan Mottern 1991 is now engaged to Cindy McGovern. He proposed while they were skiing
in Chamonix, France.

Cory McNinch 1991 proposed to his girlfriend,
Sarah Evans, after completing another triathlon.
Congratulations! He also finished the Iron Man
Triathlon in Phoenix, AZ, on November 20, 2011,
in approximately 15.25 hours.

Mark W. Earnhardt 1993 married April Reid on July 9, 2011 in his
hometown of Edenton, NC.

Robert Payne 1993 and his wife, Julia, are pictured in front of the
Seine River in France. 



Spencer and I both practice
family medicine in
Greensboro, NC. We are
enjoying spending time with
family; my mom, Sharon
Campbell, has retired after
many years of teaching
Spanish at Asheville School so
there is more time to spend
with her grandson!

1998
Laurel Marburg
In the fall, Laurel ran the
Marine Corps Marathon in
Washington, DC. Her total for
2011 was 1,378.48 miles. Her
next marathons are in New
Orleans and Virginia Beach,
both in the spring. She writes,
“If all goes according to plan, I
will run a 50-miler in June!”

Wesley Smith
Wes reports that he is still
living in Los Angeles and
surfing whenever possible.

2000
Matthew Clemens
Matt writes, "My wife, Akiko,
recently delivered a baby girl.
Her name is Yuki. It was a nice
present on my return from
deployment."

Chris Dewey
Chris is working for Bank of
America in Tampa, FL. 

Sarah Donahue
Sarah passed her medicine
board exams and is now an
academic hospitalist and
assistant professor at VCUHS
(MCV) in Richmond, VA.

Mark Newman
Mark was recently named the
Alumni Relations and
Resource Development
Coordinator at the Asheville-
Buncombe Technical
Community College (A-B
Tech) Foundation. 
Geoff Prince
Geoff writes, "I have finally
finished Basic Training and
A.I.T., meaning that I am now
an official member of the
United States Army Infantry. I
am now in the Airborne
School and Ranger
Assessment Program." 

2001
Panchika Prangkio
After earning a B.S.E. in
Biomedical Engineering from

Duke in
2005 and an
M.S. in
Biomedical
Engineering
from the
University of
Michigan in
2007,
Panchika

Prangkio 2001 successfully
defended her thesis and was

awarded a Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan in
2011. Her research has been
focused on the amyloid-beta
peptide, which is believed to
play a major role in
Alzheimer's disease. Last fall,
Panchika moved back to
Thailand and joined the
faculty of the Chemistry
Department at Chiang Mai
University.

Curran Southwick
Curran writes: "My family and
I have had a good and very
busy December. I staged and
managed a wonderful and
crazy production of The
Nutcracker Ballet, and J.W., my
husband, ran a Mini-Cooper
toy charity run. Katie, our 11-
year-old daughter, did a
holiday black light
production, and Alex, our 13-
year-old son, started his first
year in wrestling. Here is to a
great start to 2012!"

2002
Kara Shaffner Crossan 
Kara writes, "I married Ewan
Crossan on August 6 in
Charlotte, NC, though we live
in Glasgow, Scotland, where
we met. The wedding was
attended by several Asheville
School alumni, from both my
cohort and my father's,
Richard Shaffner 1973."
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Jessica Campbell Copland 1997 and
her husband, Spencer, are celebrating
the birth of their son, Thomas Isaac,
born on September 13, 2011.

In the fall of 2011, Matthew Clemens
2000 and his wife, Akiko, celebrated the
birth of their daughter, Yuki.

Kara Shaffner 2002 married Ewan
Crossan on August 6, 2011 in Charlotte,
NC. The couple lives in Glasgow,
Scotland.



Sarah Heedy Folk
Sarah writes, "My husband,
John, and I were blessed with
the birth of a healthy baby
girl, Elizabeth Heedy Folk, in
January 2011. Since then, I
have been fortunate enough
to be able to stay at home
with her and am loving every
minute of it. I can't wait to see
everyone back at AS for our
10-year reunion in April.
Time has sure flown by!" 

2003
Aubrey Almond
Aubrey writes, "I recently
moved back to NYC to accept
a new job with another
startup in Manhattan. It's
great to be back living in
Brooklyn, and I hope to see
other NYC-based AS alumni
soon!" 

Richard Odame
Richard writes, "I am really
excited about the opportunity
I have been given. I am
following my dream and have
joined the United States Air
Force. I reported for basic
training on January 10 at
Lackland AFB."

2004
Lauren Ellis Keplinger
Lauren writes, "My husband,
Tyrel, and I welcomed a baby
boy, Scott David Keplinger, on
August 19. He weighed 7
pounds, 11 ounces and was 21
inches long. He is happy and
healthy, and we feel so blessed
to welcome him into our
lives!"

William Spencer
Will is currently working for
the Air Force, writing mission
planning software for F-15
aircraft. He is currently
located at Robins Air Force
Base in Warner Robins, GA.

2005
Alex Bond
Alex writes, "I have recently
received a specialty
assignment with the US Air
Force, and I will be reporting
for basic training on March
13, 2012. Upon completion of
basic training, I will receive
the rank of Airman, First
Class, and begin apprentice
training in the field of
Communications Signals
Intelligence." 

Sarah Frances McClure
Sarah writes, "I've just moved
to The Woodlands, where I
can sit back, relax, and take a
breath of fresh air while
continuing my work as a
paramedic in Houston and
studying for the MCAT." 

Morgan Mischer
Morgan is engaged to Lucas
Warth, who works at Dixon
Hughes Goodman in
Memphis, which was
headquartered in Asheville
until recently. 

2006
Mollie Petersen 
Mollie writes, "I'm working as
a Teaching Fellow at The Taft
School in Watertown, CT. I
teach two classes of
Accelerated Physics, coach
during all three sport seasons
(JV Volleyball, Varsity
Basketball, and Freshman
Lacrosse) and live in a
freshman and sophomore
girls' dorm.

Wei Tchou
Wei Tchou is the editor-in-
chief of the blog The Filthy
Luxury Life. She lives in New
York City with her cats, Joey,
Ross and Chandler, and she
has seen Jake Gyllenhaal on
her street. 

Alex Wescott
Alex was promoted to Staff
Sergeant in the US Air Force
last December and graduated
from Leadership School with
the top academic award and a
distinguished graduate award.
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Elizabeth Heedy Folk, daughter of Sarah Heedy Folk
2002, was born in January 2011.

Lauren Ellis Keplinger 2004 and her husband, Tyrel,
welcome their new baby boy, David Keplinger.

Anna, the daughter of Alex Wescott
2006, is pictured above. 
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She has received a Joint
Service Achievement Medal
and an Air Force Achievement
Medal, and is expecting a
JCOM soon. Her daughter,
Anna, was recently put in a
class for 3-year-olds at her
school as a 2-year-old. “She's
an absolutely fantastic little
girl and I'm very lucky to have
her.

2007
Jess Maggart
Jess and her mother, Sue, ran
their first marathon in the
January 2012 Charleston
Marathon, finishing together
at 4:45. Sue came in fifth in
her age group!
Enmanuel Martinez
Manny writes: “I graduated
cum laude from the University
of Pennsylvania in May 2011
with Distinction in
Comparative Literature &
Theory. At graduation I
received two senior awards:
The Sol Feinstone
Undergraduate Award and the
James Brister Society
Association of Latino Alumni
Student Leadership Award. I
have since begun my graduate
studies as a Ph.D. student at
Rutgers University's Program
in Comparative Literature. My
hope is to specialize in Latin
American and U.S. Latino/a
literary and cultural studies.” 

Marissa Wright
Marissa is completing her BS
in Geological Sciences at the
University of South Carolina.
She was recently awarded a
grant under the prestigious
Magellan Scholar program to
carry out research under the
mentorship of Dr. David L.
Barbeau, Jr. Marissa's research
focuses on Nd analysis of
seafloor sediments from the
Southern Ocean to determine
if Antarctica was ephemerally
glaciated during the Late
Cretaceous supergreenhouse

period. When Marissa isn't
working on her own research,
she acts as an Undergraduate
Research Assistant to Dr.
Barbeau, and she can also be
found on the rugby pitch
playing as a prop for the
Carolina women's rugby team.

2008
Natalie Burns
Natalie will graduate from
Chapel Hill in May 2012 and
hopes to start law school in
the fall. 

Jennifer A. Czubak
Jennifer was honored by the
Kentucky Economics
Association at their recent
annual meeting when she
received the Kentucky 2011
Undergraduate Paper of the
Year Award for her economics
paper.

2009
Lissa Clarke
Lissa ecently spent four
months studying at the
University of Queensland in
Brisbane, Australia. She writes:
"I had the pleasure and
privilege of being able to take
trips all around the country to
the Great Barrier Reef, Sydney,
Melbourne, and even
Tasmania. My favorite part
about the experience was the
new attitude about life that I
adopted while I was there. I
was more willing to try new
things, and in doing so, I had
some of the happiest four
months of my life. Studying
abroad was honestly the
experience of a lifetime, and I
made great new friends from
all over the world that I am
excited to keep in touch with
and hope to visit someday. I
learned that the world is a lot
smaller than it seems, because
everywhere I went in
Australia, I made friends who

seemed to know of someone I
knew or someone from the
schools that I went to. Actually
one of my new friends has an
older sister who is currently
dating an Asheville School
alumnus - such a small world!
Overall, the trip made me
more grateful for my Asheville
School experience, which
helped me open my eyes to
new ideas and opportunities.
Back at Bucknell University, I
am still pursuing chemical
engineering as my major,
thanks to Mr. Lambert's great
teaching and passion for
chemistry."

2010
Alli Blackwelder 
Alli writes, "I am almost
through my sophomore year
at UNC-G and loving it! This
spring I am studying abroad at
Mannheim University in
Germany. I thought I would
be studying in a city in Italy,
so I’ve taken three semesters
of Italian. German is my third
foreign language.  Can't wait
to tell everyone about my
experience and where I travel."
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Lissa Clarke 2009
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2011
Jack Loew & Web Bleynat
Jack and Web stopped by the
Bement House during the
holiday break. 

Henry Mullin
After attending the
Republican debate in
Charleston, SC, Henry was
quoted in an SC-primary-
related New York Times article
"Many Voters Moved to
Gingrich With Days, or
Moments, Left." Henry's
comments appear below:

Henry Mullin, 18, a freshman
at the College of Charleston,
cast his first presidential vote
Saturday and voted for Mr.
Gingrich. Mr. Mullin attended
the debate on Thursday as an
undecided voter. But as soon
as he saw Mr. Gingrich’s
response to the opening
question about his marriage,
Mr. Mullin made up his mind.

"Newt had that fiery opening,"
Mr. Mullin said.

"It was totally quiet, and some
people gasped," he said,
recalling the scene inside the
hall. "You have to be tenacious
and have bravado and be very
aggressive to get things done
as president, and I think he
showed all of that."

Walker Sullivan
Walker was chosen to be the
honorary alumni coach
during the Christ School
game this year. Walker helped
lead the Blues to victory over
Christ School this year. Thank
you, Walker!
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Henry Mullin 2011

Walker Sullivan 2011 celebrates Asheville
School’s victory in football over Christ
School in 2011.

Jack Loew 2011 and Web Bleynat 2011 stopped by the Bement House
during the holiday break. 

To sign up for our monthly alumni enewsletters, email us at alumni@ashevilleschool.org.



Tom Carruthers 1946 passed away
November 8, 2011, one month after being
diagnosed with cancer.  He was a good
friend of the school and of his home
communities of Cincinnati, OH, and
Harbor Springs, MI.  Tom entered
Asheville School as
a second former in
1941 from
Cincinnati Country
Day.  His brother,
Ralph “Pat”
Carruthers, is a
member of the class
of 1950.  Tom was a
popular young man
and a star athlete.
He played on the
Varsity Baseball,
Basketball and Football teams as a third
and fourth former, and he played Varsity
Baseball all four years he attended – as
team captain the last two.  In 1967,

legendary Blues baseball coach “Uncle
Will” Lewis picked his All-Star team from
his 44 years of coaching and named Tom
Carruthers his starting catcher.  Tom left
Asheville School early, in 1945, to train
with the Marines during WWII.  

Following his discharge after the war, Tom
attended Kenyon College and spent his
working career with Standard Publishing
in Cincinnati.  He stayed active with
Asheville School throughout his life,
serving on the Alumni Council, regularly
attending functions and hosting
receptions, and serving as a Decade Chair
for the 1940s.  He was a generous
supporter of the Cincinnati House faculty
residence, sponsored an acre in the
Hollandsworth-Maggart Preservation
tract, and was on our list of 25+
consecutive-year donors at the time of his
passing.  

Tom was very active in the communities of
Cincinnati and Harbor Springs.   He was
past president of Clovernook Home and
School for the Blind as well as of
Children's Protective, and Glendale (Ohio)
Youth Sports.  He was also past Senior
Warden of Christ Church Glendale, head
of the Glendale Park Board, a member of
the Glendale Planning Commission and
the Glendale Volunteer Fire Department
and a past board member of the Spring
Grove Cemetery.  In Harbor Springs, Tom
was past Commodore of the Little Traverse
Yacht Club, past President of the Harbor
Point Association, and past Board member
of the Little Harbor Club. 

Tom was pre-deceased by his first wife,
Patty, and their daughter Reba.  Survivors
include their two sons, Rip and Jack; his
second wife, Susie, whom he married in
2000; his sister, Liz; his brother, Pat; and
eight grandchildren. 

Francis, whose father was a friend of Dr.
Howard Bement, spent his early
childhood in Ann
Arbor, MI, and
moved to Buffalo,
NY, with his family
in 1933. He entered
Asheville School in
the Fourth Form
and was active in
school
publications,
served as Class Vice
President (1937),
and played Varsity
Football, Baseball and Basketball
(Captain, 1938). His son wrote to us, "Dad
spoke fondly of his years at Asheville.
Most stories revolved around his baseball
and basketball teams. Once the baseball
team played a game against the Kitchen
and Dining Hall staff; the staff won, partly
because they jabbered so much that the
regular players were laughing and they

missed some plays." 

Francis began flight training while at
Harvard College. After graduation, he
taught flying, throughout WWII, to
American and British pilots.  After the
war, Francis graduated from the
University of Buffalo Law School and
passed the NY Bar in 1948. After a short
stint as an attorney, during which he met
and married Carol Coatsworth, he left the
practice of law to become president of the
R.G. Wright Company, a manufacturer of
dairy bottle-washing equipment.  Under
his direction, the company expanded into
the field of research laboratory equipment
design and, over the next two decades,
Faust registered several patents with the
US Patent Office.  

During this 20-year period, Francis and
his wife became involved with civil rights.
He served on the board of the BUILD
Academy for several years, working with
the African-American community to

establish job-training programs, while his
wife raised scholarship money for
minority students and fought for equal
housing opportunities.  As his interest in
working for the community grew, Mr.
Faust sold R.G. Wright in 1969 and
became president of the Western NY
Region of the NYS Urban Development
Corporation. In 1975, he became the
executive director of the Greater Buffalo
Development Foundation.  He also served
on the board of the Buffalo Seminary for
22 years.  In his free time, Faust loved to
tinker in his basement and always had
some project underway.  He was an
extremely accomplished woodworker and
amateur horologist.  He and his wife
enjoyed playing tennis and golf and
traveled extensively.  He was a member of
the Buffalo Tennis and Squash Club,
Cherry Hill Golf Club and the Thursday
Club.  Survivors include two children,
Peter and Catherine, and four
grandchildren.  

In memoriam: Mr. Francis S. Faust 1938
September 22, 2011

In memoriam: Mr. Tom Carruthers 1946
November 8, 2011
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n November 24, 2011,
Asheville School and the
Asheville community lost a
great friend and ambassador

with the passing of Palmer "Skip"
Skoglund, class of 1959.  Residing in
Asheville most of his adult life, Skip was a
very active volunteer for the School while
serving the Asheville area business and
civic communities in numerous capacities.
A common phrase voiced by the lifelong
friends he made among his classmates was
"all-around great guy."  As a testament to
his popularity and influence, Skip’s
memorial service was attended by
Asheville School alumni from five decades
– the 1950s through 1990s.

Born in Swarthmore, PA, Skip moved to
Asheville with his family in 1957 and
enrolled in Asheville School as a Fifth
Former.  Associate Director of Admission
at the time, Edgar McCleary, wrote after
Skip's interview, "I like everything I see
about this young man. His attitude could
not be finer."  An outstanding athlete, Skip
was a two-year letterman in Varsity
Football, Basketball and Baseball.
Pitching and playing first base, he was
chosen as captain of the baseball team in
1959, and won the Valier Award in that
sport in both 1958 and 1959.  In addition
to his talents on the field, he served on the
Mitchell Cabinet; sang in the Choir,
Charcoals, and Blu-Notes; and worked on
the Dance Committee.  Skip was also the
Ivy orator at graduation.  Skip recently
wrote of his time at Asheville School, "My
two years at Asheville School set the
values I have followed ever since.  Great
friends made in those years are still best
friends today."  

After Asheville School, Skip attended the
University of North Carolina, where he
was a Beta Theta Pi and graduated with a
degree in Business Administration in
1963.  He joined the sales force of
American Enka Company in 1964, and
retired after 34 years in various
management positions with American
Enka and Akzona, prior to his more recent
work as a commercial real estate broker
with Beverly-Hanks & Associates.

Skip was a frequent figure on Asheville
School's campus throughout the years --
regularly attending Alumni Weekend and
sporting events -- and was a consistent
supporter in many ways.  He was on our
20+ consecutive year giving list, chaired
reunions, served on the Alumni Council,
participated in Annual Fund phonathons,
and served on the School's Centennial
Committee.

Skip also volunteered much of his time to
the greater Asheville community.  He was
the former Chairman of Asheville
Country Day School before it merged
with St. Genevieve to form Carolina Day
School; he was the former Chairman of
UNC-Asheville's Annual Fund; he served
on the board of the Asheville YMCA; and
he was a member of the Biltmore Forest
Club, where he served on the Board of
Governors and as Chief of Staff of the
Rhododendron Royal Brigade of Guards.

He is survived by his wife of 44 years, Ann
Harwood Skoglund of Asheville; his son,
Palmer L. (Perry) Skoglund III and his
wife, Felicia, of Mt. Pleasant, SC; his
daughter, Alexandra Skoglund Thomas
and her husband, Eric, of Hendersonville,
NC; two sisters, Sondra S. Martin of
Atlanta, GA and Julianna S. Phillips and
her husband, Tommy, also of Atlanta; his
sister-in-law, Joan H. Hazelton and her
husband, Douglas, of Charleston, SC; and
many accomplished nieces and nephews.
The lights of his life were his four
grandchildren, Julianna A. Skoglund,
Elizabeth M. Skoglund, Porter M.
Thomas, and Ann Harper M. Thomas.

In memoriam: Mr. Palmer L. Skoglund, Jr. 1959
November 24, 2011

O

In memoriam: Mr. Francis S. Faust 1938
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InMemoriam
Mr. Walter A. Damtoft 1940
September 22, 2011

Walter, a native of Asheville, was
an accomplished journalist and
an involved alumnus.  He entered
Asheville School in the Second
Form and graduated with his
class.  He was very active with
The Review and Ashnoca, played
Varsity Football, Track, and many
intramural sports, and acted in
three Drama productions.  In
2006, he accepted an invitation to
serve as honorary captain of the
football team for the Christ
School game. 

After Asheville School, Walter
attended Yale for a year before
transferring to UNC-Chapel Hill.
At Chapel Hill, he was editor of
the Daily Tar Heel and was
elected to the Order of the
Golden Fleece. He interrupted his
studies at UNC to serve as a naval
officer in the Pacific during
World War II, but returned after
the war to receive a B.S. in
Commerce.  After graduating
from UNC, he began working in
the editorial department at the
Arkansas Gazette, and in the early
1950s he returned to Asheville to
work as a reporter at the Asheville
Citizen.  From the mid-1950s to
early 1960s, he worked at the
Charlotte Observer; he then
resigned to become a writer and
editor at the National Observer
newspaper, where he spent the
largest part of his career.  When
the National Observer ceased
publication in 1977, he took a
position in Dallas as editor of the
American Airlines in-flight
newspaper.  Walter retired in
1989 to Asheville and became
involved with College for Seniors,
Leadership Asheville Seniors, and
RiverLink.  Walter listed as high
points of his career, "Gas
ballooning over the Bernese Alps,
and watching a zoologist discover
the first animal life on a brand-
new volcanic Iceland island."
Survivors include his second wife,
two children, and two
grandchildren.

Mr. Gerald O. Herndon 1940
November 15, 2010

Gerald "G.O." Herndon entered
Asheville School in the Second
Form from Providence, RI. His
father was president of the
Providence Journal for many years.
G.O. was active in the
Photographic Society, The Ashnoca
(head columnist '40), the Choir,
and Drama.  He played Varsity
Soccer, Track and Tennis, and he
won "best debate speaker" in 1940.

After graduating from Asheville
School, G.O. attended Amherst
College and Columbia University
before serving during WWII in the
Signal Corps in Europe and North
Africa.  After the war, he attended
Williams College, graduating with
a B.A. in English in 1949.  He
married Mary Ellen Rhodes in
1951, and they had four children.
From 1951 to 1967, G.O. was an
investigative reporter for the
Evening Star, now the Washington
Times, in Washington, DC.  While
at the Evening Star, G.O.
distinguished himself as a
thorough and relentless reporter.
In the early 1960s he wrote front-
page stories on the first research to
come out of England connecting
cigarette smoking and cancer. He
also started the column "Action
Line," one of the first consumer-
advocate columns that answered
readers' questions and complaints
concerning a wide variety of
topics. He was on the copy desk
when a cub reporter named Carl
Bernstein came on as a copy boy.
Bernstein, who became famous for
breaking the Watergate story with
Bob Woodward, said that G.O.
Herndon was a mentor and was
one of his biggest influences in his
decision to become an investigative
reporter. G.O. joined Robert F.
Kennedy's campaign to run for
president in 1968 as public
relations director. Thinking life was
too short, G.O. wanted to enjoy life
at its fullest and in 1973 retired to
Laguna Beach, CA.

His daughter, Mary, wrote to us,
"Dad was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s in 2007. He talked

about Asheville frequently, even
though many other memories
from his teen years became very
dim or disappeared altogether.
On November 15, 2010, he passed
away very peacefully in
California, where he had been
living since the ‘70s."

Survivors include two sons, a
daughter, and a grandson. 

Mr. Joseph W. Edwards 1942
December 6, 2011

Joe, a lifelong resident of Ann
Arbor, MI, entered Asheville
School in the Fourth Form. He
participated in Choir and Varsity
Football, Track, and Crew. 

After graduation, Joe enlisted in
the U. S. Army Air Corps in 1942.
He was a pilot with the Flying
Forces of the 96th bomber group
stationed in Snetterton Heath,
England. In the months after V-E
Day, he piloted humanitarian
missions with food rations and
supplies to war-ravaged Holland.
From Holland, the pilots flew on
to Austria to retrieve French
prisoners of war and transported
them back to Paris before
returning to England.

After earning a degree in business
administration from the
University of Michigan, in 1948
Joe joined Edwards Brothers, Inc.,
a printing company founded by
his great-uncles. He became
president in 1950. Under his
direction, the company grew to
become one of the area's largest
employers, with greatly expanded
technical capabilities, sales offices
around the country and an
international client base.  Over
the next four decades, he was
active in local politics, serving on
Ann Arbor's Planning
Commission, Housing
Commission and City Council.
He was a trustee of several
organizations, including the Ann
Arbor Bank, the Chamber of
Commerce, Printing Industries of
America, and Greenhills School.

In his later years he enjoyed
visiting his children on the West
and East coasts and in the
Southeast. On these trips he was
game for most adventures,
including horseback riding,
sailing and hiking well into his
70s. Wherever he happened to be,
Joe always had the day's
newspaper tucked under his arm

and, later, on his lap, long after
the words had ceased to make
sense to him. Survivors include
his wife of 64 years, Ann, five of
his children, and eight
grandchildren.

Mr. Horace H. Holcomb III 1949
January 29, 2012

Horace entered Asheville School
in the First Form from Hinsdale,
IL.  He participated in a long list
of extra-curricular activities of
every stripe, and he played Varsity
Tennis (Captain 1949) and
Basketball. His brother, John
1953, also attended Asheville
School, as did John's son, John, Jr.
1988.

After Asheville School, Horace
graduated from Yale University in
1953 (Political Science) and
earned his MBA from
Northwestern University in 1959.
He married Betty Sue Davis in
1956, and they spent 56 years
devoted to each other. Horace
began a career in the insurance
industry working for his father at
H.H. Holcomb Jr. Insurance
Agency in Chicago. After it was
acquired by Alexander &
Alexander, Inc., he managed their
Chicago office and the Midwest
Region, and in 1982 he moved to
New York to serve as Director of
Impact, mediating solutions
between insurance companies and
clients. Highly respected within
the industry, Horace made many
of his lifelong friends at A&A and
in the insurance community.

His duty, honor and patriotism
were inspired by his family's role
in America's history; his ancestors
fought against each other in the
Revolutionary War, and his great-
grandfather, whom he knew as a
boy, fought to save the Union in
the Civil War. During his life,
Horace planted roots in
Hinsdale/Oak Brook, IL,
Greenwich, CT, Sunapee, NH, and
Scottsdale, AZ, where he enjoyed
happiness with his friends and
family.

In addition to his wife, he is
survived by his brother, John,
three children, and nine
grandchildren.

Dr. Walter T. McFall 1951
December 16, 2011

Walter was born in Macon, GA,
and moved with his family to
Asheville when he was a child.
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He attended St. Genevieve of the
Pines before entering Asheville
School as a Third Former.  He was
heavily involved in The Ashnoca
and The Blue and White, was
active in Drama, played Varsity
Basketball and Track, was a Senior
Prefect, and won the Modern
European History prize at
graduation.    

After graduating from Asheville
School, Walter attended the
University of North Carolina,
where he earned a B.S. in
Dentistry and a D.D.S. degree
(1958). After practicing and
teaching at the UNC School of
Dentistry for a year, he earned an
M.S. in Periodontics from the
University of Washington in 1961.
Walter returned to the UNC
Department of Periodontics and
taught there until his retirement
in 1994. He served on numerous
school, university, and
professional committees and held
elected positions in the Dental
Alumni Association, the Dental
Foundation of North Carolina,
and the American Academy of
Periodontology. One of his
greatest professional satisfactions
was the establishment of the
graduate program in Periodontics
at UNC. 

Walter was predeceased by the
mother of his children, Anne
McClamroch McFall, and is
survived by his wife, Charlotte, a
daughter, a son, and a grandson. 

Mr. Edward L. Somerville 1953
December 22, 2009

Edward "Ned" Somerville entered
Asheville School in the Fourth
Form from Barrington, IL.  He
served as president of both the
Radio Club and the Model Club;
played Varsity Football, Soccer,
Track and Tennis; was an active
stage crew member for Drama
productions; participated in the
Dance Committee and Woodcraft
Club; and was a Senior Prefect.
The editors of the 1953 Blue and
White wrote of Ned, "Without
this young man Asheville School
would be lacking one of its best
student leaders and workers. In a
quiet, but demanding, way Ned
did more to aid the activities in
which he was a member than any
other person." 

After Asheville School, Ned
entered pilot training for the U.S.
Air Force, but sinus issues forced
him into a weather specialty.  He

was honorably discharged in 1957
and entered Lawrence College in
1958, earning a BS in
Mathematics in 1962.  He
married Kathryn Geiger in 1963
and they had a son, Mark, in
1966.  Ned held positions as an
Optical Design Engineer with
Chicago Aerial Industries and as a
project engineer with Perkin-
Elmer Corp in Norwalk, CT, in
the 1960s. 

Mr. Sterling S. Tatum, Jr. 1956
October 29, 2010

Sterling entered Asheville School
in the Fourth Form from
Charlotte, NC, and left after his
Fifth Form year, finishing at
Myers Park High School in
Charlotte.  While at Asheville
School, he was a member of the
Varsity Track, Baseball, and
Soccer teams.  He was a resident
of Jacksonville Beach, FL, for
more than 30 years.

A Vietnam veteran, Sterling
retired from the Air Force with
the rank of major. Upon his
retirement, he worked for the
Duval County, FL, School Board
from which he also retired.
Survivors include his wife of 50
years, Helen, a daughter, and two
grandchildren. 

Dr. Edward W. Davidian 1959
October 5, 2011

Ed entered Asheville School in
the Second Form from
Smithfield, NC, where his father
was a surgeon.  He attended
Asheville School for five years
before returning to Smithfield
High School for his senior year.
He played football and baseball,
and he was active with the Radio
and Photography clubs. 

After high school, Ed attended
UNC, where he earned a B.A. in
Chemistry in 1963 and an M.D.
in 1968.  He spent most of his
career at the UNC Medical
School as a practicing Associate
Professor of Anesthesia.  He
wrote in 1992, "My Asheville
School education and the study
skills I learned were the keys to
my successful medical education."   

Edward's wife of 41 years, Helene,
passed away in 2009; he is
survived by his two sons and
three grandchildren. 

Steven A. Feingold 1969
February 5, 2012

Steve attended Asheville School
for only his Third Form year.  He
was born in New York City, but
his family moved to Asheville in
1953.  After high school, Steve
attended UNC-Charlotte, and
Asheville-Buncombe Technical
Institute. He attained a B.S. in
nursing and worked at several
North Carolina hospitals, as well
as providing home health care in
Florida.

In addition to nursing, Steve
enjoyed wide-ranging interests
and other careers as a
professional drummer, a certified
scuba diving instructor, a water
skiing instructor at summer
camps, a computer technician
and a chef. He snow skied all over
the world and even served as a
chuck wagon cook on several trail
rides out West. He owned the
Madison County General Store as
well as an indoor archery range
and was certified by Ben Pearson
as an official archery equipment
repairman.  

In 2008 Steve contracted a severe
heart condition which led to his
death.

Steve’s brother Cliff 1967 writes,
“One of Steve's proudest
achievements was founding the
Facebook group 'Asheville, the
Way It Was' two years ago.  There
are presently over 2000 members
who reminisce about growing up
in Asheville during the 1950's -
1970's.  He had hoped to publish
a book with pictures and stories
from the group, but his time was
cut short.  You may honor Steve's
memory and also enjoy
reminiscing about Asheville by
visiting this group on Facebook
and becoming a member of the
group.”

Mr. William W. Murfin 1990
December 1, 2011

Will entered Asheville School in
the Third Form from
Jacksonville, NC, and left as a
Fifth Former.  His brother
Patrick is a graduate of the class
of 1993.  After Asheville School,
Will completed high school in
Jacksonville, NC, and attended
Campbell University, where his
studies focused on botany, and
UNC- Wilmington, where his
focus was environmental studies

and natural resources. Will spent
many great years on the NC coast,
where he worked with lifelong
friend JM Moseley 1990 at Surf
City Crab on Topsail Island. They
also fished and surfed together.
Will surfed next to the pier at Surf
City almost any chance he had.
While in eastern NC, Will became
a journeyman painter and started
his own business "Murfin's Home
Improvement.”  Around 2006,
Will relocated to Colorado to be
closer to his brother Patrick and
continued as a professional
painter. Some of his passions later
in life were reading, cooking,
pinball, chess and fishing. He was
proud to have caught more than a
few trophy fish while in Colorado,
with several awards from the
Division of Wildlife. 

Friends and classmates have
contributed towards a memorial
bench in Will’s name along the
Poudre River in Colorado, where
he often fished.

If you learn of any alumni
passings, please let the alumni
office know by emailing us at
alumni@ashevilleschool.org.
Thank you!
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Important Dates and Events in 2012

March 28 Austin, TX Gathering
March 29 Houston, TX Gathering
April 27 - April 29 Alumni Weekend 2012
May 26 Graduation
August 19 Opening Day
October 5 - 6 Family Weekend
October 13 Girls’ Sports Day
October 25 - 26 Fall Play
October 27 Christ School Game Day
November 10 Alumni Basketball Game
December 2 Candlelight Service
Tri-Cities, TN      TBD
Birmingham, AL TBD




