
CLASS OF 2019 
IF YOU COULD TELL YOUR PARENTS ONE THING – RIGHT NOW – AS YOU BEGIN THE COLLEGE 

PROCESS, WHAT WOULD IT BE? 
 
I’M CONFIDENT – NO NEED FOR YOU TO STRESS! 

 I've got this! Might need help for college tours. I love you. 

 I feel prepared. 

 I've got this! :-) 

 I will be successful, no matter what. 
 
I’M STRESSED – PLEASE DON’T MAKE IT WORSE! 

 Thank you for all of your support, but I don't want to talk about college every night. 

 The more pressure you put on me, the more stressed I feel. 

 This is a really stressful process, so a supportive environment is more appreciated than adding stress. 

 Keep doing what you're doing. But please back off about the deadlines, and trust me more. 

 Please don't be mad if I don't get into the college you want for me. 

 Don't push me to look at the colleges that you like. 
 
I WANT YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT! 

 I'm a bit stressed out, but I would really like your help. So please start asking me about college more. 

 I need some help. Not totally sure what I am doing. 

 I want your input on what you are willing to look for as far as schools, and I want to collaborate on finding 
a list that suits your needs as well as my own. 

 I definitely don't have things as well under control as you think. This is going to take some work. 

 The college process is really difficult, so the most support possible would be very helpful. 

 It is up to both of us to figure out when and where to visit. 
 
THANKS! 

 Thanks, Mom and Dad, for everything you've done for me. 

 This is terrifying; it's exciting. Thank you for getting me here. 

 Please be happy wherever I go! Thanks for all the support. 

 Thank you for helping me get here! 

 Thank you for your help. 

 Thank you for everything you do. I am worried about the college process. 

 Thanks for trusting me. 

 You know what's going on. Thank you for helping me. 

 Wish me good luck! I love you guys! 

 Thank you, Mom and Dad, for always being so supportive. :-) 

 I know you guys are always going to have my back, no matter the circumstances. 

 I am so worried, but thank you for everything you have done! I love you! 

 I'm always thankful for my parents, and I will try my best doing the college research. I hope my parents 
keep supporting me, like they always have; I'm thankful and will try for the best result. 

 Thanks for supporting me, but reminding me that it's my decision. 

 I am so worried, but thank you for everything you have done! I love you! 
 
PLEASE ALLOW ME TO HAVE A VOICE AND EMPOWER ME TO MAKE DECISIONS 

 I need some support, but it's mostly up to me to make the decisions and do the work. 

 I care about my future and should be trusted to take initiative driving my college search and the 
application process. 



 I love you, but please don't try and over-interfere or manipulate my application process or preferences. 
Just be there to advise and support me; don't try to overdo it. 

 Please give me space to choose the direction I want to go in. 

 Please let me handle my own college search. If I need help, I will ask -- but I'd really like to be able to work 
alone at first. 

 I know you care about me a lot, but part of growing up is making your own decisions and dealing with the 
consequences. Feel free to advise me, but let me make my own decision in the college process. 

 I want to have the first say in any college, and I would like to visit those colleges. 

 I need your support, but this is for me. 

 Please respect my interests; this is a decision that will alter my life, not yours. 

 Give me time to make up my mind. 

 Please trust my ideas on colleges, and let me choose the college I want to without bias. 

 Let me look at colleges, even if you don't like them, and I will look at the colleges you want me to, even if I 
don't want to go there. 

 I want to go to a college based on my personality, not yours. 
 
IF WE’RE BEING SPECIFIC… 

 I would love to look for places in New York. 

 My first choice college is UNC Chapel Hill. 

 I am going to get 1500 plus on the SAT. 

 I want to look at out-of-state colleges. 

 I want to go to a big, public college. 

 I'm probably going to an in-state college. 

 I know you have high expectations for me, and I am going to try my best, but I just want you to know that 
Ivy League schools and schools with big titles aren't the only choices we have. 

 Here I come, Stanford! 

 I really don't want to go to in-state, and I want to be far away from home. 

 I want to be able to consider out-of-state options. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 Make your financial and distance boundaries clear. Don't let me apply to places I can't go. 

 Mom, please! Let's be realistic! 

 Don't expect too much. The best school I get into isn't going to be my top choice. 

 Prepare to co-sign my student loans. 

 I am afraid that because of my previous grades I will not reach my parents' expectations. 

 I have a dream job, and college is the tool I'll use to get there. 

 I want to go to a college where I can easily adapt and be the best of myself. 

 I will ignore most of your advice, even if it is good advice. 

 I am excited for the college process, but I am also very nervous. 

 I like to dream big, and I want to dream big, but I am scared to fail. 

 I don't know what I want to do with my life yet. 

 If all goes well, like finding one perfect fit, would you mind lending me some money without interest? 

 I am not as smart as you think I am. :- 

 I am going to try my best. 

 I'm trying my best. 

 I want to go to a good college. 

 I am a little stressed out about what job I want to do. 
 
 


